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Fiat revs up for the future, but 
haven't we said that before? 



I OFTEN refer to Fiat as the 500 Car Company. 
■ f j Log on to the company’s website, and of the 
nine bodystyles on offer, five of them wear the 
500’s friendly face. When it comes to Fiat’s sales, 
500s account for the vast majoiity, with the 
new 500X (above) set to increase that even more. 

This week’s revelation that the long-awaited 
roadster the Fiat Group has been developing 
with Mazda will wear a Fiat badge (first it was 
rumoured to be an Alfa, then an Abarth...) is 
a sign of expansion beyond the S OO. 

Likely to be called 124 Spider, after the famous 
sports car of the sixties and seventies, the roadster 
will be followed by a new Golf and Focus rival - a 
global sector in all its forms (hatch, saloon, estate) 
that’s difficult to ignore for any car company. 

Insiders say that next up will be a Pun to 
replacement - another big-selling segment - 
but plans to expand the Panda range with 
a bigger Qashqai-rivalling model have been 
delayed. That’s a shame, as for me it’s the more 
innovative models like the 500 and Panda that 
have helped to put Fiat back on the map. Recent 
histoiy has shown it doesn’t do mainstream well. 

But as those Panda ‘Qashqai’ rumours prove, 
we’ve been teased by the prospect of future Fiats 
over and over - only to find another 500 variant 
finding its way into the showroom. Fiat’s had 
more false dawns than the English football team, 
so let’s hope the 124 Spider really is the start of 
a Fiat renaissance we can get excited about. 

At least Fiat’s dealers are showing signs of 
improvement - up four places in last year’s Driver 
Power sutvey. This year’s 
survey closes soon, so log 
on at the address on the 
IS 3B right to have your say on 

your car and your dealer. 

STEVE FOWLER 

Editor-in-chief 

Steve_Fowler@dennis.co.uk 
@stevefowler 
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I We take wraps off Fiat sister car to Mazda MX-5 
I On saie next year ■ Couid be badged 124 Spider 


Ric 


Richard Ingram 

RichdrdJngram@dennis.co.uk 
.;@cuttjngs 

THE sister car to the new Mazda 
I MX-5 will be badged a Fiat, Auto 
Express can now confirm. It could 
also revive the 124 Spider name from 
the past, and a hot Abarth version 
will follow later in the lifecycle. 

Until recently, the Fiat Chrysler 
Group rear-wheel-drive two-seater was 
set to wear an Alfa Romeo badge, but 
a U-turn from CEO Sergio Marchionne 
meant how the roadster would be 
branded was up in the air, until now. 

A company insider told us “all Alfa 
Romeos need to be 100 per cent 
Italian”. That backs up Marchionne’s 
earlier comments that no Alfa would 
be built outside Italy on his watch. 

And as part ofthe joint venture 
agreement with Mazda, both cars 
are to be made at Mazda’s factory in 
Hiroshima, japan. According to our 
source, the agreement between Fiat 
and Mazda is that the MX-5 will 
launch first and take centre stage 
in 2015, with Fiat’s alternative 
offering coming 12 months later. 

News also broke last week of a 
pair of Fiat trademark applications in 
the US - for the ‘Fiat 124’ and ‘Fiat 
124 Spider’ nameplates, suggesting 
they’re being readied for a return. The 
124 first appeared in 1966, using 
the same front-engine, rear-wheel- 
drive layout the Spider will adopt. 

Being based on the MX-5, the 
new Fiat Spider will, of course, share 
certain key components such as the 
wheelbase and chassis with its 
Mazda stablemate. However, another 
insider hinted that the 124 Spider’s 
styling will be more retro than the 
Mazda’s, with elements inspired 
by the Fiat 124 ofthe sixties. 

Our exclusive images closely 
reflect this, with squared-off rear 
lights, a wide front grille and much 
more rounded headlamps than the 
MX-5. The extended flat rear deck 
is another cue taken from the 124. 

Our source revealed that the 
new roadster will weigh in at less 
than 1,000kg, with a choice of 
“small affordable engines”. It’s 
likely to use the 1.4-litre MultiAir 
turbo from the Alfa Giulietta 
in a variety of tunes, while for the 
Abarth version the same engine 


could be tuned to “200[bhp] without 
issue”. On top ofthe additional 
power, expect the Abarth to get 
stiffer suspension, more aggressive 
styling and bigger brakes. 

Given that the basic MX-5 has 
just 129bhp and does 0-62mph 
in 8.9 seconds, a 200bhp-plus 
version could offer genuine Porsche 
Boxster-rivalling performance. 

Our source also hinted that a 
lightweight, more affordable, 
Caterham 160-style model could 
be on the cards. This would have 
steel wheels and a “mechanically 
sensible” powertrain. It would 
be stripped of anything non- 
essential, though, with a 
focus on back-to-basics, 
rear-wheel-drive handling. 

We can expect the new Fiat 
124 Spider to make its debut 
early next year before going 
on sale in the summer of 2016. 

Prices and specs will be 
confirmed nearer the time, but 
given the predicted power increases 
over the MX-5, we envisage a 
starting price of just over £20,000. 


124 Spider to 

■ EXCLUSIVE Insider sheds more light on Mazda sister car - 


EXCLUSIVE IMAGES 


be 

and it could 


"Mazda and Fiat have 
agreed the MX-5 will 
take centre stage this 
year, the Fiat in 2015" 
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RETRO STYLING Use of famous 
name from the past means that Fiat 
will feature more retro-inspired styling 
than Mazda has used on the new MX-5 


FIAT 124 SPIDER 

Launched in the sixties, the 
124 S|>ider was designed 
for Fiat by Pininfarina 


I reborn on Fiat MX-5? 


see famous badge return 



POWER STRUGGLE One of the 

significant differences between Fiat 
and Mazda will be engines, with the 
Spider using turbocharged units 


Evoking the spirit of the 
Barchetta two-seater 



Barchetta 
was sold 
in nineties 
but came 
in left-hand 
drive only 


FIAT’S last attempt at a two-seater sports car was 
the Barchetta - launched in Europe in the mid- 
nineties. Barchetta means *little boat’ in Italian, 
and given its long overhangs and pointed nose, 
it’s easy to see where Fiat got the inspiration. 

Based on the front-wheel-drive Mkl Punto, 
the Barchetta was great fun to drive. It featured a 
128bhp 1.8-litre petrol engine capable of 0-62mph 
in 8.9 seconds and a 124mph top speed. 

Although it was officially sold 

through Fiat dealers in the UK, it ^ 

was never engineered for v ^ » 

right-hand drive. - J . 

that limited its y- — 

appeal over here, - ' 
although you can 

now pick up used ' jji -V ^ 

examples from 

just £1,500. I V " 
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News 


Renault's seven-seater SUV 


(■> J Jon 

Jone 


Jonathifi Burn 

Jonatl'£an_Burn@dennis.co.uk 
@Jonathan_burn 


RENAULT is on the crossover 
jif offensive. Following the unveiling 
of the brand’s new Nissan Qashqai rival, 
the Kadjar, bosses have announced that 
an even larger seven-seater designed 
to take on the X-Trail is currently under 
development. Expected to appear in 
2017, the new Renault will also have to 
fend off the likes of the Hyundai Santa 
Fe and Skoda’s forthcoming SUV for 
sales (see panel, opposite). 

Our exclusive images show how 
the newcomer could look. Adopting 
the curvaceous lines and panels seen 
on the Kadjar and Captur, Renault’s 
design DNA is evident in the full-length 
headlamps and grille arrangement 
dominating the front end. 

Designed to sit above the Kadjar 
in the range, the yet-to-be-named 
large crossover is definitely on the way, 
but bosses were reluctant to spill the 
beans at this early stage. “It’s too early 
to say just yet,” said Jerome Stoll, 
executive vice president, chief 
performance officer at Renault. 

“The Kadjar is part of a renewal plan; 
we’re specialists in the multi-passenger 
vehicle - we invented it - and now 
we’re moving into the crossover.” 


Attractive 

Stoll continued: “I believe Renault for 
the past two years has been renewing 
the range with a number of products. We 
have much more attractive designs, and 
the new cars are now very successful.” 

As with the Kadjar, when it comes 
to developing the new crossover, 

Renault will take advantage of its 
alliance with Nissan. The recently 
introduced X-Trail is not only expected 
to be a main rival, but it’ll also provide 
a large portion of the newcomer’s 
mechanical underpinnings. 

The CM F platform 
produced by the Renault- 
Nissan alliance already 
underpins a range of 
crossover models such as 
the Qashqai, Kadjar and 
X-Trail, and is expected 
to serve as a basis for 
Renault’s seven-seater, too. 

That means the 130bhp 1.6- 
litre diesel offered in the 
X-Trail would fit nicely into 
place. As with its Japanese 
cousin, the seven-seat 
configuration is expected 
to be a cost option. 

Although the likely 2017 
launch for the crossover is 
some time away, Renault 
has several new models in the pipeline 
that’ll keep it busy in the meantime. A 
hotter version of the quirky rear-engined 
Twingo city car is expected soon, along 
with a pick-up truck and a replacement 
for the Laguna saloon that will rival 
the Ford Mondeo and VW Passat. 
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"'Seven-seater could 
adopt curvaceous lines 
and panels seen on 
new Kadjar (above)" 


I Exclusive images reveal new seven-seat crossover SUV to sit above Kadjar 


Seven-seater crossover set to 
use large portion of latest 
X-Trail's underpinnings 


KAH 
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EXCLUSIVE IMAGES 


"Renault's design DNA 
is evident in the full- 
length headlamps and 
grille arrangement" 
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Renault's seven-seater SUV 


News 


WHAT IT HAS TO BEAT 


Here are the SUV class leaders that Renault faces... 



Hyundai Santa Fe Auto Express’s reigning 

SUV of the Year, the Santa Fe offers outstanding value 
for money wrapped in a stylish and premium package. 



KiaSorentD The Sorento shares a large proportion 
of its DNA with the Santa Fe - and the new-generation 
model looks and drives better than ever. 



Land Rover Discovery Sport At the more 

premium end of the market sits the new Discovery 
Sport, with great off-road ability and advanced tech. 



Nissan X-Tiaii The X-Trail will donate much of 
its DNA to Renault’s new crossover. It looks good and 
drives well, and all for a competitive price, too. 



Skoda SUV Our exclusive image shows an all-new 
Skoda SUV which is due next year. The seven-seater will 
be the brand’s first foray into this end of the SUV market. 
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News 


Hyundai Tucson 


Hyundai Tucson back as 


I Official sketch reveals ix35-replacing Qashqai rival for Geneva 




Jack Rix 

jac^_Rix@dennis.co.uk 
0@jack_rix 




HYUNDAI is bringing the Tucson 


I name back to the UK for the first 
time since 2009. The new car, which will 
be sold globally as the Tucson, will be 
revealed at the Geneva Motor Show in 
March before going on sale towards the 
end of the year, and this official sketch 
hints at how the compact SUV will look. 

The all-new model replaces the six- 
year-old ix35, and looks set to offer a 
more athletic and aggressive exterior 
design. The Tucson’s proportions have 
been exaggerated in this designer’s 
sketch, but it’s a great start for a car that 
will lock horns with the Nissan Qashqai, 
Kia Sportage and Mazda CX-5. 

A low, sloping roofline, high waistline 
and a sharper, sportier stance than the 
current ix35 (below) are visible. There’s 
also Hyundai’s updated hexagonal 
grille, as seen on the facelifted i30. 
Despite this Range Rover Evoque-style 
profile, we expect the Tucson to 
maintain the same level of practicality 
that the outgoing ix35 offers, with a 
maximum boot capacity of 1,436 litres. 

Peter Schreyer, president and chief 
design officer of Hyundai, said: “Our 



new compact SUV will be a big step 
forward for the Hyundai brand globally.” 

Hyundai has very high hopes for the 
Tucson, especially considering it sold 26 
per cent more ix35s than ever before in 
2014, despite being the oldest model in 
the range. The new car, with its rakish 
design, will also play a crucial part in 
reshaping opinions of the company. 

“We want to move the brand away 
from a rational purchase and towards 
an emotional purchase,” said Tony 
Whitehorn, president of Hyundai UK. 
“And we want to do it quickly.” 

Despite predicted growth in the 
total UK market of just 0.6 per cent, 
Whitehorn is hoping for a seven per 
cent increase in Hyundai sales - for a 
record-breaking total of 88,000 cars 
- thanks to a raft of new models. 

The new i20 has already been 
launched this month, the i20 Coupe 
follows in March along with the new i30 
family (including the hot new 183bhp 
turbo version). A facelifted i40 then 
arrives in April - the same month 
the flagship £47,995, V6-powered 
Genesis saloon goes on sale in seven 
selected dealers across the UK. 

As Hyundai is using its big-bucks 
WRC campaign as leverage, expect 
more performance cars to start emerging 
in the coming months, too. And as a 
sign of its intent, the brand recently 
poached Albert Biermann, 
former VP of engineering at 
BMW M, to join its team. 


■OFFiaAL 


Tucson will feature Hyundai's 
updated hexagonal grille, which 
debuted on the facelifted i30 




...And little brother has |uke in 


ix35 has proven a sales 
hit, so new model is set to 
build on strong foundations 


A NISSAN Juke-rivalling little brother 
for the Tucson isn’t far away, either. 

A company insider told Auto 
Express: “We are looking at this very 
closely and with real interest. It’s 
something we would like to do, 
but we have to consider if it is just 


a fad. The beauty of Hyundai is that if 
something gets the green light, we 
can move quicker than others.” 

The brand has already shown what 
it’s capable of with the unveil of the 
ix25 at the 2014 Beijing Motor Show, 
but this wouldn’t be an option for 


C-X75, Range Rover Sport's 
lead roles in new Bond film 


JAGUAR Land Rover has confirmed its 
line-up of star cars for the next James Bond 
film. Spectre, due for release towards the 
end of this year. Topping the bill will be the 
C-X75 hypercar that’ll go head-to-head in 
a “spectacular” car chase through Rome 
with 007’s Aston Martin DBIO. 

Prepared by Williams Advanced 
Engineering, more than one C-X75 has 
been used for filming. It’s the first time the 
car’s been seen in any public role since the 
programme was shelved in December 2012. 

The C-X75 is only one part of a product 
showcase by the marque’s Special Vehicle 
Operations division, however. “Heavily 


modified” versions of the Land Rover 
Defender and Range Rover Sport 
SVR will feature in scenes filmed in 
Austria - uprated to an extent that 
Land Rover is calling the Defender 
used in the film Big Foot. Special 
Vehicle Operations has fitted the 
cars with huge 37-inch off-road tyres, 
bespoke suspension systems and 
enhanced body protection. 

Managing director John Edwards 
said: “This is an exciting partnership 
for Jaguar Land Rover, and an 
opportunity to demonstrate the 
fantastic capabilities of the team.” 



MOVIE STARS Jag C-X75 and "heavily modified" 
Range Rover Sport will join James Bond on big screen 
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Hyundai Tucson 


sharper new SUV 





Low, sloping roofline 
and high waistline 
add visual appeal 


New |uke 
rival could 
take cues 
from ix25 
revealed 
at Beijing 
last year 


Western Europe. “No, a B-SUV would 
not be based on the ix25,” said the 
insider. “We liked some cues, but 
wouldn’t take a production version.” 

Although the i20 is based on a new 
platform, our source added that any 
mini-SUV won’t necessarily follow suit. 
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New Suzukis out of the shadows 


SUZUKI is still playing its Geneva Motor Show cards 
close to its chest, having released these darkened 
teaser images of two new concepts it’s set to reveal 
at the event in March. The iK-2 and i-M4 are our first 
hints at how the brand will achieve its target of 
launching six new models in the next three years. 

But a spokesman was quick to distance the iK-2 
from a planned Swift replacement when talking to Auto 
Express. The curvy car suggests a larger Ford Fiesta 
rival, confirming marketing boss Dale Wyatt’s 
promise of a more practical, Nissan Note-style mini- 
MPV that “will answer the reasons not to buy a Swift”. 

Wyatt also claimed the car will be “raised up and 
not as dynamically wired as the Swift”. The mini-MPV 
fits with the brand’s ideology of having two new cars 
in each of the A, B and C segments - one “emotional” 
and the other “rational”. At first glance, we estimate 
the i-M4 to be a long-awaited Jimny replacement, but 
the spokesman suggested this was an all-new model. 



news 
in brief 



Fresh look for Kia’s 
facelifted Picanto 

AS Flyundai gears up to reveal its 
new Tucson at Geneva (left), sister 
brand Kia has revealed this picture 
(above) of its revised Picanto city 
car, which also stars at the show. 

It gets new bumpers and a fresh 
‘tiger-nose’ grille, plus new alloys. 
Inside are new materials, with extra 
chrome trim around the airvents 
and instrument binnacle, plus a 
revised centre console and several 
optional colour packs. A seven-inch 
infotainment touchscreen will be 
added to the options later this year. 

The familiar 1.0-litre MPI three- 
cylinder engine is updated to meet 
Euro VI emissions rules, and bigger 
brake discs cut stopping distances. 
The Picanto will go on sale towards 
the end of March after its debut. 



Sport Pack turns 
MINIS into JCWs 

YOU can now give your standard 
MINI hatch the lookof aJCWwith a 
new Sport Pack. The option (above) 
brings bonnet stripes, 17-inch 
alloys and a JCW spoiler and aero 
kit, while sports suspension is 
included on all versions, except 
the entry-level One and One D. 

Inside are new cloth or leather 
seats, a multifunction sports 
steering wheel and Anthracite 
headlining, plus JCW sill finishers 
and an upgraded light pack. 

The Sport Pack also brings 
MINI’S ‘Excitement Pack’ and 
adjustable driving modes. It costs 
£3,300 on top-spec models, but 
this rises to £4,500 on the basic 
One due to additional kit changes. 
MINI claims it’ll boost residuals by 
up to 25 per cent across the range. 
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Diesel additive shock 


Top up with new additive, or eco 
diesels couid come to a standstiii 



2i 


CfirfeEbbs 

Chns Et3bs@dennis.co.uk 
1 @AE_Consumer 


■ Warning about new AdBlue additive 

■ Cuts NOx emissions, but needs top-ups 


MIX IT UP Special additive 
should help make diesel 
engines cleanef, but will 
need to be topped up by 
dealers or car owners 


^ Focus RStt) bring 

host of AWD firsts 



pjjj DRIVERS of diesels compliant 
jll with new Euro VI emissions 
standards could find themselves 
stranded at home or in the supermarket 
car park if they don’t keep their vehicles 
topped up with a new additive. 

As part of the stricter engine rules, 
which affected any new model after 
September 2014 and were applied 
to cars already on sale a year later, 
a solution called AdBlue is added 
to the exhaust gas of diesels to 
reduce harmful NOx emissions. 

The solution - a mixture of water 
and urea - is kept in a separate tank 
in the car. If it needs topping up, a dash 
warning light will appear, and if drivers 
ignore this, the engine won’t restart 
once it’s turned off. On average, affected 
cars will warn drivers three times before 
refusing to start, although some will give 
longer and more regular warnings. 

A number of models already use 
the AdBlue solution in their cars: the 
Peugeot 308; Audi A4, A5, A6 and other 
cars in the range; BMW’s 1 Series, XI 
and 3 Series; Citroen’s C4 Cactus; 
and the Mercedes B, C and E-Class. 

According to Peugeot, its cars’ AdBlue 
tanks will need to be topped up every 
12,500 miles, and for most drivers it’ll 
be done as part of the model’s servicing 
schedule. However, a spokesman told 
us this might not always be the case: 
“Depending upon driving style, for a 
small cost it can also be topped up at 
a Peugeot dealer while you wait.” That 
cost is £9.99 for a 10-litre top-up. 

“Our training material includes useful 
videos and bulletins, which clearly explain 
the AdBlue-based emissions reduction 
system and its implications for customer 
vehicles.” When Euro VIb standards are 


"As part of stricter engine rules, AdBlue 
is added to the exhaust gas of diesels 
to reduce harmful NOx emissions" 


implemented, with even more stringent 
rules regarding emissions, AdBlue tanks 
are likely to be made smaller in a bid to 
save weight. This will also mean they’ll 
need topping up on a more regular basis. 

Confusion about AdBlue is an issue, 
according to Halfords product manager 
Jemma Billings: “Drivers can be forgiven 
for not knowing what AdBlue is, or 
whether their car has it on board, 
because it isn’t highlighted in 
manufacturers’ sales literature or 
by dealership staff selling the car.” 

She continued: “There’s also no 
standard size or location for the tank 
that holds the AdBlue solution. Where 
to find the filler cap varies between 
manufacturers, too, making it difficult 
for customers to get to grips with.” 

While most drivers are expected to 
get their tanks filled by dealers, from 
April Halfords is set to sell four-litre 
packs of AdBlue for motorists to 
top up their tanks themselves. 


New 2.3-litre Focus RS features four-wheel drive 

THE new Focus RS hot hatch was designed with 
four-wheel drive in mind, Ford has revealed. 

Speaking to Auto Express, Raj Nair, vice 
president global vehicle development, told us 
that the car’s clever all-wheel-drive system debuts 
a host of innovations for the brand. He said this 
was needed to cope with the high power level 
of the 2.3-litre four-cylinder EcoBoost turbo. 

“Cost didn’t come into it,” explained Nair. “It 
wasn’t a case of engineers vs accountants; we wanted 
to make an affordable performance vehicle with the 
best technology possible. It needs to be a percentage 
above an ST. That’s what an RS should be about.” 

The first major innovation is the hottest Focus’s 
electronically controlled, twin-clutch, 4WD system. 
Essentially, this allows up to 70 per cent of power to 
be sent to the rear, with as much as 100 per cent of 
that driving torque sent to one wheel. “You get great 
steering response but incredible pull out of the corner 
- and we can use the torque vectoring to keep the 
car stable all the way through a bend,” added Nair. 



AdBlue will be 
available on high 
street for DIY 
motorists to buy 


'Real-world' emissions testing on the way 


EUROPE is set to become the first place 
in the world where car makers are forced 
to carry out ‘real-world’ emissions tests. 

Regulations are expected to be introduced 
by 2017 to ensure all new vehicles are tested 
to reveal what emissions - and thus what 


economy - they’re likely to achieve when 
driving on roads and in traffic, not in ideal 
lab-like conditions. The tests are designed 
to enforce a limit of 80mg/km of nitrogen 
oxide - a level currently met by only one 
car in 16, according to researchers. 



m 



GROUNDBREAKING 

Hot Focus's all-wheel 
drive debuts a host of 
innovations for Ford, says 
development boss Nair 
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You make us make better cars, like the New Rio 'SR7' 
Special edition. You want tons of amazing features as 
standard and you want a car that is anything but standard 
dll for just £10,845 including £1,000 customer saving. 
YouYe so demanding* luckily so are we. 


The Power to Surprise 


Fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/1 00km) for the New Kia Rio 3 - dr SR7" Special edition ane; Urban 44.8 (6.3)* Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2)* 

Combined 56,5 (5,0). CO 2 emissions are 1 1 5g/km, rigure^ are offkiai EU te^t ftgure^ for a]rtiparatjve purposas and maij not reflect red driving resUts. Modef 
Mew Rio 3-# SR? SpedsI ecJrtjori 1 2S S4t3hp S-^eed manual @ £1 0,845 induing £1,000 customer saving Non offer price £1 1 ,84S. Customer savings vary by rnodel derivatw. 
Spedftcation J.s siisfect to without notice. Price axrect at t^ne of going to pre^ Log onto ktd.co.uk/sr? for full details. 7 year / 100*000 mtie rnanufactLrer's warranty* for terms 

and e«dusions visit wwwJcia.co uk. Offer not availably wttfi any otfier offer Retail sates onlg Subject to a^^aWllty on vfihictes registened between 07/01/3015 and 31/03/7015, Rngnce 
subject to status Terms and conditions apply IB's or over. Guarantoe/rnttemnfty may be required. Further charges may be made subject to the condition or rndteageof the vefwde. BecesS 
miteage charge 149p per mile Vou wrfi r»t own tii« Mlikii unti al pw^TMnts mm made. 25, 31 and 37 month terms. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: 0) Renew Part 
eMdiangethevdiide. CIllMain l^theOplJonalRnal l^rnenttoownthcvEhkteorrNiiltetirnthevehkl^ ISR. 





Honda Civic Type R 


White-hot new Civic Typ 


■ Honda reveals more details on new 280bhp-plus hot hatch 




Jack Rix 

jac< ^Rix@dennis.co.uk 
^@jack_rix 


pTj DESPITE displaying a concept at the 
jlJ Paris Motor Show in September, 
Honda still isn’t ready to fully reveal its 
production-ready Civic Type R - but it’s 
getting tantalisingly close. Ahead of its 
world debut at the Geneva Motor Show 
in March, the brand has released three 
detail pictures and new information, 
while our main image shows how 
the production car could look. 

Most striking of all is the Type R’s 
claimed top speed of 167mph - just 
7mph behind the new four-wheel-drive, 
362bhp Audi RS3 and 2mph fasterthan 
the old 345bhp Ford Focus RS500. 

The eye-popping top speed is down to 
the Civic’s clever aerodynamic package, 
which uses a flat underbody, rear diffuser, 
big rear wing, front splitter and carefully 
shaped side skirts to balance downforce 
with drag and boost high-speed stability. 

Also confirmed are specifically 
designed Brembo brakes that use four- 
piston calipers to grab 350mm drilled 
discs at the front. These sit behind the 
unique 19-inch wheels (right). The 
production car also has a tweaked front 
end, featuring round foglights and larger 
intakes to help the new 2.0-litre VTEC 
turbo engine’s heat management. 

The new instrument cluster has been 
revealed, too, displaying a rev counter 
that reads up to 8,000rpm and a h-R 
button left of the dials. This will sharpen 
throttle response, turn up the exhaust 
volume and add weight to the steering. 

The car on display in Geneva will 
be finished in Championship White 


paint - previewed in our main image and 
a colour synonymous with Type Rs of the 
past. But that’s where Honda’s nostalgia 
ends. The new car will be on a different 
performance level to its predecessors, 
sending over 280bhp through a six-speed 
manual box to the front tyres to take it 
from 0-62mph in around six seconds. 

It’s no secret that Honda is targeting 
the Niirburgring front-wheel-drive lap 
record, currently held by the Renaultsport 
Megane Trophy R (tested on Page 90). 
So, helping it rip around corners is a 
new steer-axis suspension system to 
keep things stable and quell torque 
steer, while adaptive dampers 
will improve on-road usability. 

Honda claims 100 UK orders have 
already been placed, with each customer 
paying a £3,000 deposit. When deliveries 
start in the summer, prices are expected 
to kickoff from just under £30,000 - 
putting the car squarely in line with Ford’s 
new 316bhp, four-wheel-drive Focus RS. 



COLOUR Our image shows how 
the production Type R could look 
on stand at Geneva, finished in 
stunning Championship White 



OFFICIAL 

Latest detail 


shots show 
Type R gets 
unique 
Brembo 
brakes and 
stylish dials, 
with a rev 
counter 
reading up 
to 8,000rpm 



Hybrid MINI takes its first steps 





Spies caught 
disguised 
Countryman 
being tested, 
and sticker 
reveals it's 
the first 
hybrid MINI 


OUR spies have already caught MINI’S 
next-generation Countryman testing 
late last year, but these latest shots 
reveal a more interesting secret. 

Buried among the vivid yellow 
camouflage wrapping is a sticker 
reading ‘Hybrid Test Vehicle’. It’s 
our clearest proof yet that the brand is 
readying plug-in hybrid tech for the next 
Countryman - and means the crossover 
will be the first MINI to go hybrid. 

A MINI insider hinted to Auto Express 
that the big MINI will feature the same 
set-up as the BMW i8 supercar, which 
comprises a 1.5-litre, three-cylinder 
petrol engine linked to an electric 
motor and lithium-ion batteries. 

We already know the second- 
generation Countryman will sit on 


BMW’s UKLl platform. This underpins 
three and five-door versions of the MINI 
hatch, the BMW 2 Series Active Tourer 
and the forthcoming MINI Clubman. 

In line with the MINI five-door and 
new Clubman estate, the Countryman 
is set to grow. As our spy shots show. 


the new Countryman has larger 
front and rear overhangs and a larger 
passenger compartment, hinting at 
more room inside. It’s set to arrive 
next year, with the plug-in hybrid 
version offered alongside conventional 
turbocharged petrol and diesel engines. 
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Honda Civic Type R 


te R to hit 167mph 



"The production car 
also has a tweaked 
front end, featuring 
round fi^lights and 
laiger intakes to help 
with the new 2.0-litre 
VTEC turbo engine's 
heat management" 




Tegt ygn: 


Keyless hackers spike I 
London car theft by 8% I 

CAR theft in London last year rose by eight per I 
cent on 201 3’s figures, with keyless entry B 

systems on vehicles increasingly targeted, B 

the Metropolitan Police has revealed. B 

More than 6,000 cars and vans were stolen B 
by criminals without possession of the owners’ B 
keys in the capital in 2014 - an average of 17 a B 

day - making up around 42 per cent of the total B 

thefts. Vans are the number one target, with the B 

Ford Transit, Ford Transit Connect and Mercedes B 
Sprinter models the most commonly taken. B 

BMWs and Land Rovers are also popular. B 

Gangs use devices purchased online to bypass B 
or hack into onboard electronic ignition systems, B 
although sometimes they just tow vehicles away. B 
The Met said it has evidence that the stolen B 

cars are driven to the Home Counties, where B 

they’re stripped before being shipped abroad. B 


news 
in brief 



First look at new 
QX30 crossover 

INFINITI will launch its BMWXl- 
rivalling QX30 concept at March’s 
Geneva Motor Show. This teaser 
image (above) is our first look at 
the raised-up crossover that’s 
based on the Q30 hatchback. 

Due in mid-2016, the QX30 will 
get a coupe-like profile with a high 
driving position. It’ll be built on 
the Mercedes MFA platform that 
underpins the latest A-Class, and 
will also use the German brand’s 
2.0-litre petrol and diesel engines. 

High-spec Hyundai 
ilO is a hit for kit 

HYUNDAI has added a new top- 
spec Premium SE trim to its ilO 
line-up. Prices start at £11,995 
for the manual car or £12,650 
for the auto, and all get 1 5-inch 
alloys, an electric sunroof, keyless 
go, rear parking sensors and 
climate control, plus heated 
front seats and steering wheel. 

In addition, SE-spec ilOs and 
above now get a space-saver spare 
wheel, while the Connectivity Pack 
- comprising Bluetooth with voice 
recognition, steering wheel audio 
controls and rear speakers - 
can be added for £175 extra. 

PAGE 100: Latest on our ilO 

Kia's 500X rival for 
Chicago show bow 

KIA has confirmed that it’ll use 
this week’s Chicago Motor Show 
to debut a new Trail’ster e-AWD 
concept car - a small electric SUV 
based on the Soul supermini. 

Details are scarce, but teaser 
images point to a stylish, go- 
anywhere model that could signal 
a crossover version of the Soul EV, 
and hint at a rival for cars such as 
the Fiat 500X. Kia says the Trail’ster 
will get a fully retractable fabric roof 
and rear-mounted electric AWD. 
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Skoda Superb cabin 


Inside's out on all-new Superb 



SHARPER STYLE Official design sketches show new 
Superb will have a more dynamic look, clearly influenced 
by the Vision C concept unveiled at Geneva show last year 


I Classy cabin for new Skoda 
I Unveiled at the Geneva show 


lOFFiaAL 


Ji 


James Batchelor 

Jam'.-s_Batche[or@dennis.co.uk 
@JRRBatchelor 


SKODA has revealed the interior of 
its new Superb. And unsurprisingly, 
the company has played it pretty 
safe with its range-topping model. 

The dashboard is an upscaled version 
of the Octavia’s, sharing key styling 
themes in an evolutionary - rather 
than revolutionary - approach. 

Several horizontal lines are used 
to exaggerate the feeling of space, 
while the air vents, large touchscreen 
and ventilation controls are all shared. 

However, Superb passengers will 
be able to control the infotainment 
system via iPad, plus the car will 
support Apple CarPlay and, 
eventually, wireless phone charging. 

With supple leathers and soft-touch 
plastics, the Superb is likely to match 
sister brand Volkswagen’s Passat 
for quality. But unlike the VW, the 
Superb will not feature the Passat’s 
clever 12.3-inch ‘virtual cockpit’, 
relying on analogue dials instead. 

While not pictured, rear legroom will 
be vast - Skoda claims it’s double that 
of Vauxhall’s Insignia - and each front 
door will come with a small umbrella. 

The Superb will debut at 
the Geneva Motor Show in 
March before going on sale 
in the summer. An estate 
follows early next year. 


"h shares key 
themes with 
the Octavia in an 
evolutionary approach" 



■ OFFICIAL 


Racy Golf R-Line revealed 


THE Volkswagen Golf range has just 
got sportier, thanks to the addition of 
a top-spec R-Line trim level. Bringing 
styling upgrades and extra equipment 
over GT specification, it starts at 
£24,190 for the 148bhp 1.4 TSI. 

For the extra £995 over the 
equivalent GT model, the Golf R-Line 
bridges the gap between the standard 
hatch and the hot GTI and R by adding 
a sportier grille, larger air intake plus a 
new foglight and bumper design. It also 
benefits from larger side skirts and 
17-inch Singapore alloy wheels. 

At the rear there’s a new bumper 
with built-in diffuser, while a larger 
back spoiler also features. Additions 


to the cabin maintain the more 
sporting theme, with stainless- 
steel pedals and sill inserts, R-Line- 
em bossed front sport seats and a 
black roof lining. Completing the 
upgrades are a leather gearknob 
and sports steering wheel. 

R-Line specification is available 
with only two engines from the Golf 
range: the 1.4 TSI petrol with cylinder 
deactivation, or the 148bhp 2.0 TDI 
for an extra £505. A six-speed manual 
gearbox is standard on both, with a 
seven-ratio DSG auto optional on the 
petrol and a six-speed DSG on the 
diesel. Order books are open now, 
and deliveries will start in March. 
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HORSEPOWER 
TO THE PEOPLE 



Drivers of Britain, seize power. The thrilling MINI 5-door and 3-door 
Hatch offer everyone the chance to seize a Twin Power Turbo engine, 
with monthly rentals from £219 or £215 respectively (plus initial rental*). 
Power is no longer just for the wealthy. 


Official Fuel Economy Figures for the MINI Hatch Range: Urban 36.7-72.4 mpg (7.7-3.9 1/1 00km). 
COj Emissions 136-89 g/km. Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 

at £1,150 and MINI dc service cover at £349, (up to 50,000 miles, or the length of your agreement, Vi/hichever comes first), 16'* Victory Spoke 
♦Initial rental £2,499. Price shown is for a 48 month Personal Contract Hire agreement for a MINI 5-door One Hatch with extras of PEPPER Pack 
paint at £475, 16” Victory Spoke alloy wheels in silver at £520 and Visual Boost Radio at £200 with a contract mileage of 40,000 miles and 
registered by 30 June 2015 (subject to availability). Retail customers only. At the end of your agreement you must return the vehicle. Excess 
indemnities may be required. Terms and conditions apply. Offer may be varied, v^thdrawn or extended at any time. Hire provided by MIN! 



Police surveillance 


Cops hit heights to look 


■ Police using HGV cabs to 
spot motoring offences 

■ Scheme to be rolled out 
nationwide in March 

Ray Massey 

xLl DRIVERS face a new stealth ‘spy in 
the cab’ offensive by police, using a 
secret unmarked lorry to catch those 
who text and phone at the wheel 
or commit other traffic offences. 

Thousands of drivers are expected to 
be prosecuted when it starts patrolling 
the nation’s motorways and major 
A-roads in the spring - with a police 
driver and an officer armed with a video 
camera sitting high above the 
traffic on the look-out for offenders. 

A support team of two police 
motorcyclists and a marked police car in 
constant touch with the undercover lorry 
will drive nearby to help gather evidence 
against motorists committing offences. 
These include texting or phoning while 
driving, speeding, lane hogging, drink 
or drug driving, driving without care 
or failing to wear a seatbelt. 

Police in the lorry will contact the 
support team to stop and deal with 
the errant drivers with words of advice, 
driver education courses, fixed 
penalty notices or summons to court. 
Foreign vehicle drivers will be dealt 
with through the fixed penalty scheme. 

The decision to go national with the 
scheme from 30 March follows a three- 
month trial between February and April 
last year in five police areas headed by 
Surrey, and including Hampshire, Sussex, 
Thames Valley and Warwickshire, in 
conjunction with the Highways Agency. 

From this year, it’ll cover England’s 
major motorways and strategic roads. 



"Thousands of drivers 
are expected to be 
prosecuted when 
the 'stealth by cab' 


offensive starts 
patrolling the nation's 
motorways and major 
A-roads in the spring" 


used daily by more than four million 
drivers. The aim is to tackle on-the- 
move offenders whom conventional 
static speed cameras simply can’t spot. 

The Highways Agency has paid MAN 
Trucks for the hire of the unmarked 
heavy goods vehicle lorry cab, which 
will be rotated between the 45 police 


forces in England. Officers will use the 
cab as a mobile observation platform 
to look into vehicles which are usually 
too high to view from the ground. 

A Highways Agency spokesman said: 
“The aim of extending the project to a 
national initiative is not revenue 
generation but to improve driver 


Ferrari opens up to 



Influence of 458 Italia is clear, but cabin is subtly revised on new 488 GTB 
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reveal all on new turb 



IN Issue 1,356, Ferrari revealed its new 
turbocharged 458 replacement - the 
488 GTB. But until now, we had no 
images of the updated interior 
and could only speculate on 
the driver-focused design. 

At first glance it’s similar to the 
outgoing 458 Italia, but closer inspection 
reveals subtle changes. The fresh 
dashboard architecture has new air vents 
and the controls for the infotainment, 
lights and wipers have been rearranged 
around the steering wheel. 

As before, Ferrari has opted for a 
series of gearbox buttons rather than a 
conventional gearlever - but now, as on 
the new California T, they’re arranged in 
a line rather than grouped together on 
the centre console. The climate controls 



Police surveillance 


News! 


: down on drivers 
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Results 


During the pilot scheme, 
police stopped 436 
vehicles and detected 
462 offences including... 

# 179 mobile phone offences 

# 126 seatbelt offences 

# 68 not being in proper 
control of vehicle 

# 18 driving without due 
care and attention 

# 17 speeding 

# 15 defects on vehicles 

# 8 stopping on hard shoulder 

# 7 other offences 

# 5 using the motorway verge 

# 5 having no insurance 

# 4 trailers being driven 
in offside lane 

# 3 dangerous or 
insecure loads 

# 2 drivers' hours offences 

# 2 overweight vehicles 

# 1 contravening motorway 
lane restrictions 

# 1 contravening red 
traffic lights 

# 1 driving on hard shoulder 


behaviour. ” Last year’s trial - which 
was codenamed Operation Tramline - 
led to the detection of 462 offences, 
including evidence of a driver brushing 
his teeth while at the wheel, another 
reading a newspaper in slow-moving 
traffic and another drinking from a beer 
can. Professor Stephen Glaister, director 


of the RAC Foundation, said: “This 
is less an eye in the sky and more 
surveillance six-feet up. Rooting out bad 
and anti-social behaviour is important.” 

He continued: “Now motorists 
who are tempted to break the law 
are likely to have traffic officers 
peering right over their shoulders.” 



10 488 GTB 

are unchanged from the outgoing 458. 
The seats also get an update, with a 
rounded front edge and trimmed in 
a mixture of leather and suede. 

Powered by a new 3.9-litre twin-turbo 
V8, the 488 GTB ditches the 458’s 
naturally aspirated 4.5-litre V8, but gets 
a 99bhp power boost to 661bhp and an 
extra 220Nm of torque for a total of 
760Nm. It promises to be the fastest 
mid-engined V8 Ferrari ever, eclipsing 
even the track-focused 458 Speciale 
around Ferrari’s Fiorano test circuit. 

You’ll be able to spot one from 
the outside thanks to its dual-pipe 
arrangement and bigger diffuser at the 
rear, double air intakes in the flanks 
and shaper front-end styling. The 488 
GTB will debut at March’s Geneva show. 




Revised Evora warms up for show 


LOTUS hasn’t appeared at the Geneva Motor Show for the last three years, 
but a heavily updated version of the Evora will mark its return. Spied in full 
body camouflage, the 2-1-2 sports car is expected to receive a boost in power 
and a significant weight reduction, plus will offer lower running costs. 

There will be modest exterior 
updates, too. The wide-mouthed 
front bumper is now flanked 
by two new air intakes, while 
the headlamps will be tweaked. 

PAGE 36: Exige auto driven 
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AT autoexpress.co.uk/videos, you 
can see why we love cheap-to-run 
performance cars, as we rate Ford’s 
new 182bhp, 67mpg Focus ST. Plus, 
we drive the Tesla Model S from 
LA to Phoenix for next to nothing. 


Ford Focus ST 
diesel review 



WHILE Volkswagen’s been offering 
a hot diesel Golf for years, in the 
shape of the GTD, it’s taken until 
now for Ford to see the commercial 
value of such a car. Has switching 
from petrol to diesel power taken 
the sting out of the STs tail? With a 
182bhp 2.0TDCi claiming 0-62mph 
in 8.1 seconds, it seems not, but 
our video reveals the full story. 


US road trip in 
a Tesla Model S 



THERE is no question that the 
Tesla Model S is a great car. But 
how viable is it for long-distance 
use? To find out, editor-in-chief 
Steve Fowler drove one from LA 
to Phoenix - and he also saw how 
much more advanced the charging 
infrastructure is in the States. 


You can watch 
any of our videos 
on your phone 
Simply scan 
^ this QR code. 
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Advertising promotion 


THE NEW SKODA FABI A 


fAHEAD BY DESIGN 


THE ALL-NEW SKODA EABIA IS LOOKING SHARPER THAN EVER BEEORE. 
THE BRAND’S DESIGN BOSS JOZEF KABAN EXPLAINS HIS STYLISH GREATION 


THE new SKODA Fabia is winning many friends 
on account of its great value for money, superb 
practicality and fine build quality. But it’s the classy 
design which is arguably the standout feature, as it 
pulls off the clever trick of being true to the Fabia’s 
heritage while ushering in an attractive new look. 

The man responsible for the transformation is 
SKODA design chief Jozef Kaban, and we spoke to 
him about the challenges involved in creating 
such an appealing, yet entirely functional, car. 

Kaban is one of the more interesting designers 
working in the car industry at present - a Slovak who 
was sponsored through the Royal College Of Art 
design course in London. He has a real understanding 
of what the SKODA brand stands for, and passionately 
believes value-for-money cars can look good, too. 

One advantage Kaban had when starting work on 
the all-new Fabia was a very clear vision from SKODA 
boss Dr Winfried Vahland over what was wanted. 
Vahland said: “I was amazed by the proportions of the 
Fabia RS racing car - the proportions were so strong. 
It was flat, it was wide, it was powerful. So I said I 
want a very sporty-looking Fabia, a car that attracts 
young people and keeps our elder customers.” 

So the challenge was clear, but Kaban knew that 
executing it would be a fine balancing act. He picks 
up the story. “We had a strong discussion about 
what we could do,” he says. “This is the third 
generation, and for us the Fabia is very important. 

In the first and second generation we sold over 
three-and-a-half million cars - a huge number. 

Different 

“So we know many people are big fans and waiting 
for this model with huge expectation. But for the first 
and second-generation model, the Fabia was the 
entry point to the brand. We now have the Citigo 
which is doing this job. For the Fabia, there was 
the potential to do something in a different way. 

You could theoretically do something which is 
more than only continuing what you did [before]. 

“We wanted to keep the genetics of the Fabia, 
keep the genetics of new SKODAs, but use the 
opportunity to make the car a little more sporty, 
give it a slightly different look. We used the Vision C 
as a base to give the car a bit more character.” 

The Vision C was, of course, the dramatic 2014 
Geneva Motor Show concept that previewed the future 
of SKODA design. Its influence is clear, with the Fabia’s 
angular flourishes, contoured bonnet and chrome- 
rimmed grille all recognisable from the show car. 

The sportier flavour was achieved by increasing the 
width (by 90mm) and reducing the height (by 30mm) 
to give it a much more purposeful, squat stance than 
its predecessor. It’s the most dynamic-looking Fabia 
yet, and with the Colour Concept option - which 
allows you to jazz up your paintwork by adding a 
contrasting silver or white finish to the roof and pillars 
- this really is a SKODA that stands out on the road. 

But critically, this funky new attitude and style 
had to be allied to substance. Continues Kaban: 
“Functionally, we made it even stronger. This is 


CABIN 

New model blends excellent build quality with 
practical touches and some cutting-edge tech, 
including the pioneering MirrorLink set-up 



STYLING 

Fabia is sharper and more angular than 
before, but familiar SKODA styling cues such 
as the 'C’-shaped tail-lights are retained 



INSPIRATION 

Vision C concept was unveiled by SKODA at 
the 2014 Geneva Motor Show, and has paved 
the way for an exciting new era of design 




something that is very important, because when you 
are buying a car, not everyone does so because they 
want to be excited. They are not designers or experts 
in aesthetics, but pragmatically they need the best 
car for their needs and for us, it was important that 
the Fabia stayed, as it has been, the best choice [here].” 

And Kaban believes he has succeeded in his 
mission. “Now, from the aesthetic point of view, 
there is almost a chameleon look, from the normal 
elegant appearance to the very provocative colour 
combinations - a very expressive look,” he explains. 

While Kaban is delighted with the stylish exterior, 
he bubbles over with excitement when talking about 
some of the interior advances. MirrorLink - the 
feature that allows your Android smartphone screen 
to be replicated on the central display - will, he feels, 
be a big hit with young buyers. “They will appreciate 
this, because they can have all their world, new 
technologies, right in front of them,” he says. 

It’s this ability to personalise that he feels is key to 
car design in 2015. He rationalises: “You give people 
the chance to make a closer connection to their car. 
Imagine your iPhone - when you buy it, it is sterile. 
But once you have your stuff on it, it becomes the 
most private thing you can imagine. This is what 
we want, that the car can become a bit of you.” But 
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"We wanted to keep the 
genetics of the Fabia, but 
use the opportunity to make 
the car a little more sporty” 

JOZEF KABAN CHIEF OF EXTERIOR DESIGN, SKODA 



For more go to autoexpress.co.uk/skoda-fabia 


"Functionally, we made 
the Fabia even stronger 
This is something that 
is very important.” 


all this must be done without compromising SKODA’s 
core values. Says Kaban: “When I came to SKODA, I 
had big ideas about the way the brand should 
develop. But it is so healthy, you have to do it with 
sensitivity. You don’t want to lose this pragmatic car. 
You don’t want to do just a design-led car.” 

Vahland believes Kaban has got the balance 
just right on the new Fabia. His verdict? “For 
me, it is a complete SKODA - functionality, 
practicality, roominess and a good design.” 


JOZEF KABAN 
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Watchdog 

Wo get bohind the stories that affcct you 


Frozen wipers blow 
ECU on reader's Civic 

■ CASE STUDY Owner left stunned at £1,600 bill because he activated wipers in frosty weather 


Joe Finnerty 

COLD weather can cause a whole 
string of problems for cars, with frozen 
windscreens, dead batteries and icy 
roads all posing a danger to drivers. 

What you wouldn’t expect is a £1,600 
repair bill for a blown Electronic Control 
Unit (ECU). Yet that’s what Graeme Scott, 
from Banchory, Aberdeenshire, faced after 
trying to switch on his 2006 Honda Civic. 

After turning the key in the ignition, 
the hatchback wouldn’t start, but 
flagged up its engine management 
light. Graeme got it to a local garage, 
which said it was a glow plug fault. 

He then booked the car into Honda’s 
Macrae and Dick dealer in Aberdeen for 
a more detailed diagnosis. After several 
weeks, Graeme was told it was a blown 
ECU. This had been caused by the 
window wipers being frozen to the 
screen and unable to move when the car 
was switched on. This in turn created a 
voltage spike which damaged the ECU. 
Graeme said: “It is unacceptable. It’s 


costing £1,600 simply because the 
wipers were on in frosty weather.” 

A quick search online revealed 
Graeme wasn’t the only one to have had 
this problem on his Civic. Other owners 
were reporting the same failure. 

We contacted Honda, feeling that 
as it was a known issue, the firm should 
be contributing to Graeme’s £1,600 bill. 

A spokeswoman said: “When a vehicle 
is out of warranty, and has been serviced 
outside of the Honda network, it is hard 
to offer goodwill gestures as we do not 
know the full history of the vehicle. 

“The vehicle in this instance is five- 
and-a-half years out of warranty and has 
not been seen by a Honda dealer since 
2012. As a company, we pride ourselves 
on exceptional customer service, and 
would like to reduce Mr Scott’s ECU 
bill to £500 plus VAT and labour.” 

Graeme was delighted. He added: 
That’s brilliant news - I can only 
thank Auto Express for all its help. 

It’s far beyond what I expected.” 


Extent of pothole 
claims revealed 

A COMPENSATION claim for pothole 
damage was made every 11 minutes 
by motorists in Great Britain 
last year, council figures reveal. 

Almost 50,000 drivers lodged 
claims in 2013/14, with local councils 
shelling out £3.2million, says the RAC 
Foundation. Less than a quarter of the 
48,664 claims were approved, though. 
This dropped to 18 per cent in Wales. 

The number of claims in 2013/14 
was up on the previous year, yet the 
average payout for a successful 
claim was down from £357 to £286. 

Surrey received the highest number 
ofclaims- 3,912 - but only approved 
20 per cent, paying out £250,289. 
Second was Essex with 2,548, but it 
signed off on less than four per cent. 



■ ADVICE What should you do if it happens to you? 

IF you own a Civic of this age, you should be aware of this potential problem. 

The best advice is to turn the auto wiper function off to avoid the wipers 
trying to start if they’re frozen. Alternatively, remember to check the wipers 
aren’t frozen before switching the engine on to avoid a potentially hefty repair bill. 




Sheer number of daims 
for pothole dam^ 
reveals e}ctent of crisis 

UJi IF you ever needed proof of 
*11 just how bad conditions are 
on Britain’s roads, one of this 
week’s stories (below) paints 
a rather worrying picture. 

We all know that potholes 
have become a major problem 
in this country, but for drivers 
to be applying for compensation 
claims every 1 1 minutes is 
a damning indictment of 
the kind of disrepair that 
our roads have fallen into. 

What’s more concerning 
about the data is that less than 
a quarter of the claims were 
successful. Having dealt with 
some Watchdog cases where 
drivers have struggled when 
arguing a case against councils, 
it is easy to understand why 
so few complaints result 
in a positive outcome. 

Often the council will hide 
behind excuses as to why it 
isn’t its fault there’s a huge 
pothole on the road that has 
damaged someone’s wheel or 
suspension. Whether it’s the 
fact that it has only been a 
certain amount of time since 
it was reported, or that a cone 
has been put down to warn 
drivers - and has subsequently 
disappeared - this is all 
done to dodge blame. 

It’s all very frustrating for 
drivers who end up hundreds 
- or sometimes thousands - 
of pounds out of pocket. 

The Government recently 
announced a £6billion fund 
for fixing potholes, but if you 
ask me it all feels a little too 
late, and merely a good news 
headline to tiy to get people 
onside at Election time. 

Chris_Ebbs@dennis.co.uk 

@AE_Consumer 

"Government's 
£6bn fund for fixing 
potholes all feels 
[^a little too late" 
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Owner irate at bill 
for replacement TT 

■ 30,000-mile Audi finally fixed, but owner wants new car 



re Chris Ebbs 

jll IFyou’ve had trouble 
with a car, but covered quite 
a high mileage, should you 
pay towards a replacement? 

David Robinson, from 
Salisbury, Wilts, doesn’t 
think so. He felt there was 
something severely wrong 
with the ride and the handling 
of his Audi TT Black Edition. 

“I took out another car and 
it felt fine,” he said. Despite 
regular complaints to his 
dealer, it was 13,000 miles 
before the garage found the 
suspension clamps had 
been left on the vehicle. 

The gearbox wasn’t lined 
up with the transfer box, 
either, which had caused 
damage to components. 

A number of other parts 
were fixed over more visits 
and by the time Audi said it 
was fully repaired, David had 
done 30,000 miles. He’d lost 
faith in theTT, though, and 
wanted a replacement, but the 
dealer said he’d have to pay. 

“The customer care has 
been appalling,” David said. 
An Audi spokesman told us: 
“As his car has covered a 
considerable mileage and it is 
now in sound working order, 
we believe that it is fair and 
reasonable to request a 
financial contribution.” 


Faults on TT were finally repaired, but 
Audi wanted contribution for new car 




DRIVING DOCTOR Paul Ripley 

www.drd.uk.com @drpaulripley 


H MANY drivers enjoy helping others 
and feel a sense of satisfaction when 
doing so. However, a helpful gesture 
could involve you inadvertently causing 
a pedestrian fatality at a crossing. 

If someone is waiting at a crossing, 
never wave them across. Let them decide 
if ifs safe. If you gesture a pedestrian 
across, you may be liable for being partly 
responsible if they’re hit on the crossing 
by a vehicle which hasn’t stopped. 

TOP TIP: Don’t tell pedestrians to cross. 
Let them take responsibility themselves. 


■ COPS SOUND TYRE ALERT 

POLICE figures reveal that 86 per cent 
of cars involved in UK road accidents 
have incorrect tyre pressures. 

In addition, Sussex Police force found 
73 per cent of all cars it had checked 
recorded pressures outside its tolerance 
of 5psi against recommended pressures 
from manufacturer handbooks. 

And it’s not just a safety issue. Tyres 
that are under-inflated by just 20 per cent 
- 4 to 6psi - are likely to see their lifespan 
cut, as well as a drop in fuel economy. 



■ Inbox 


What do you think? 


ContaaJoe Finnerty 

mail@autoexpress.co.uk' . @AutoExpress 

Writeto: Watch dog/ Letters, Auto Express, Dennis Publishing, 
30 Cleveland Street, London WIT 4JD 



Readers are 
still to be 
convinced 
next Ka is 
right move 
for Ford 


HOT TOPIC New Ford Ka spied 


FROM: CarGeek IT’S really sad to see the rapid decline of Ford’s products. It’s 
like the company has given up. How can it be so difficult for Ford to succeed? 
A few years ago, almost all its cars were near the top of their respective 
classes or way beyond rivals, but now it is churning out some of the least 
desirable cars on the market - just look at the EcoSport. This One Ford 
programme is not working. It was a good experiment by all means, but 
it’s only proven that you cannot cater for every market with one car. Global 
needs differ so greatly that it just leads to compromise in each market. 


loin the debate at www.autoexpress.co.uk 


■ “This could be a Micra 
or anything. The original 
nineties Ka was funky and 
jaw dropping. Ford should 
do that again.” sirwiggum 


■ “Ford needs a low-cost 
model to compete with 
the bottom of the market. 
If it’s from £6,995, it could 
be a winner.” John P 


■ “Such a shame the Ka 
name has been diluted 
down to be worn on such 
a depressingly sterile 
looking model.” Chris 


Infotainment screens 
need dimming down 

FROM: Jim Heaton I’VE read with interest 
the ongoing debate over daytime 
running lights and dipped headlights. 

1 have also noticed many cars now with 
infotainment screens which are very 
bright. Surely this is a distraction when 
night driving? 1 learned to drive in cars 
where you could dim the dashboard 
lights to help you see clearly. 

Driving while banned 
should mean prison 

FROM: John Jones ITS time for legislation 
to instruct judges on serious motoring 
offences like driving while disqualified. 
Even ‘short sharp shock’ sentences of 
14 days might make many offenders 
think twice. It shouldn’t be a grey 
area - you’re either driving while your 
licence is suspended, oryou’re not. 

V ^ 


Not all dealers are 
hard to reason with 

FROM: Rod Harbottle THE problems 
readers have trying to get their cars 
sorted under warranty by main dealers 
make for depressing reading. 1 recently 
bought a used car and when it had a 
fault, the garage accepted liability with 
no fuss and even authorised a local 
dealer to do the work. There are some 
excellent dealers out there after all! 

Peugeot out of line 
on steering wheel 

FROM: Ron Morgan WHY has Peugeot 
started to put the steering wheel in 
such a position on some of their small 
models that it partially obscures the 
instrument panel, so the average driver 
cannot easily see? This is positively 
dangerous and it should be redesigned. 
Come on, Peugeot - sort it out. 


■Contacts 

THE following provide help with 
motoring problems. Some 
services are free, others charge 
a fee or operate on premium- 
rate lines (p), while some offer 
advice for members only (m). 


Legal 

AA: 0906 010 1300 (p) 

RAC: 0870 5533 533 (m) 
Which?: 01992 822 800 
Consumer Direct: 

0845 404 0506 

Local Trading Standards 

Local Citizens Advice Bureau 


Used car inspections 

AA: 0800 085 3007 
RAC: 0800 085 2529 

Technical advice 

AA: 0870 606 1619 (m) 

Driving licences 

DVLA: 0300 790 6801 


Car registration/history 

HPI: 01722 422422 
AA: 0800 316 3564 
DVLA: 0300 790 6802 
RAC: 0800 975 5867 

Traffic information 

AA: 09003 401100 (p) 
RAC: 09003 444999 (p) 


Problems with dealers 

Motor Codes: 

0800 692 0825 
RMIF: 0845 839 9205 (m) 
Scottish Motor Trade 
Association: 0131 331 5510 
Problems with makers 
Motor Codes: 0800 692 0825 


Financial problems 

Financial Ombudsman: 

0800 023 4567 

Safety concerns/recalls 

Vehicle and Operator 
Services Agency (VOSA): 
0117 954 3300 
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Inside story @ 

A different take on the world of motoring * 




k Hike Rutherford 

mgil@autoexpress.co.uk 

WHAT do hugely experienced police 
officers get up to after they’ve been 
in ‘the job’ for 30 years, then exercise 
their right to take early retirement? 

Some sit back, put their feet up, 
watch the sunset and enjoy their 
not unreasonable pensions. 

But for two close and highly respected 
Metropolitan Police colleagues. Chief 
Inspector Nigel Walsh and Sergeant Alan 
Kitchener, retiring (aged around 50) 
from Scotland Yard enabled them to 
give birth to XCOPS, which describes 
itself as more than just a driving school. 

We went along to see what makes 
it stand out against standard driving 
schools, and find out just what they 
thought of our own driving standards. 
“Much like ex-military personnel, police 
officers on retirement can find themselves 
slightly limited when looking for a 
follow-on career,” explains Alan. 

“Security work, witness statement 
taking or accident investigation seems 
to be the norm. But Nigel and I looked at 
the skills and attributes we had gained, 
before concluding that the role of driving 
instructor fits the bill for both us.” 

Apart from having the legal formal 
qualifications to offer driving lessons or 
specialist sessions to members of the 
public, these guys are good - perhaps 
even at their very best - in a crisis. 

“Nigel served as an advanced police 
driver. We worked together for many 
years managing major incidents such as 
sieges, terrorist incidents, rail crashes, 
riots and demonstrations,” says Alan. 

“I had responsibility for controlling 
vehicle pursuits and ensuring they 
complied with strict ACPO guidelines... 
before being concluded safely, of course. 
It’s fair to say that during this part of my 
career, I learnt a thing or two about drivers, 
driving, vehicles on the ground and, 
come to that, pursuit helicopters above.” 

So when the two officers recently 
‘retired’ at around the same time, it was 
inevitable that they’d establish and 
co-direct XCOPS. Because it’s still early 
days, the company only operates in 
southern England. But, via franchisee 



WHATS ON OFFER ON 
THE XCOPS PROGRAMME 

■ Hourly lessons from £20.50 to 
£23, depending on age of pupils 
and number of lessons booked. 

■ Two free lessons for new drivers 
who pay for several in advance. 

■ A promise to pay for an 
XCOP pupil’s second test if 
he or she fails the first. 

■ Mock tests for learners, plus 
drivers who qualified years ago but 
wonder if they’d pass again today. 

■ Mock test ^parties’ for those who 
think they are better behind the 
wheel than their friends. The 
winner receives a coveted *Best 
Driver’ certificate from XCOPS. 

■ ^Welcome back to the road’ 
sessions for qualified motorists 
who haven’t driven for a while. 

■ Country lane driving sessions - 
including potentially life-saving 
tips on how to avoid oncoming 
vehicles travelling at high speeds. 

■ Personal security sessions - for 
drivers and their passengers - when 
they’re on the road, parking up or 
breaking down in remote areas. 

■ Formal or informal appraisal 
sessions (not mock tests or retests) 
for existing drivers in their 

own or XCOP-supplied cars. 




TAUGHT 

BY THE 





TWO FORMER POLIOE OFFIOERS ARE USING 
SKILLS THEY PICKED UP AS COPS TO TEACH 
LEARNER DRIVERS, WE WENT ALONG TO SEE 
HOW DIFFERENT THEIR DRIVING SCHOOL REALLY IS 

HELPING HAND 

Former officer Kitchener will dispense 
advice from passenger seat during lessons 
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MIKE RUTHERFORD 

Auto Express columnist 
has been driving for many 
years but is always keen to 
see how skills can be improved 

AU\N KITCHENER 

Former Sergeant 
had responsibility 
for controlling 
vehicle pursuits 
and ensuring 
they adhered 
to guidelines 


NIGEL WALSH 

Ex-Chief Inspector 
served as an 
advanced driver 
during his time 
with the Met 
and is keen to 
pass on advice 






"The guys have the formal 
qualifications to teach 
learners, and are perhaps 
at their very best in a crisis " 


O 
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XCOPS driving school 


opportunities it’s offering nationwide, 
it has exciting plans to serve drivers, 
young and old, across Britain. 

“One of our unique selling points 
from day one was that only current or 
retired police officers can be XCOPS 
instructors,” Kitchener continues. 

“As far as we’re aware, we’re the only 
school in the country with such a USP. 
What customers get when choosing an 
XCOPS instructor is someone who is 
reliable, very experienced, extensively 
and professionally trained, calm under 
pressure, able to communicate at all 
levels - and in possession of a much 
needed healthy sense of humour. 

“Feedback from pupils and parents 
of younger drivers underlined that it’s 
these qualities they’re looking for when 
choosing instructors for themselves, 
their sons or their daughters. 

“The general view is that coppers 
can be trusted. Quite simply, students 
quite like the idea of being taught by 
men or women who are, or used to be, 
police officers. And they seem to enjoy 
picking up from us a few tried and 
tested official police driving techniques. 

“We’ve been formally taught over 
many years to drive to the Police System, 
which concentrates on awareness, 
anticipation and forward planning but - 
primarily - driving safely. Our real world 
experiences dealing with fatal accidents 
and the consequences of poor or reckless 
driving are passed on to pupils through 
our Safe Driving for Life programme.” 

Driving test 

So, as ex-police officers and now 
qualified driving instructors, what do 
the pair think of the current driving test? 
Says Alan: “It’s pretty tough and equips 
those who are successful to drive to a 
decent standard. But it doesn’t prepare 
them sufficiently due to certain 
constraints. For example, motorway 
driving cannot be part of the test.” 

It’s not just the standard test that 
Alan thinks could be altered, though, 
and he wants to see the learning 
process go further - and not just for those 
who have just passed their driving test. 

“There is a case for compulsory extra 
training after getting a full licence - 
if only to cover motorway and night 
driving. Pass Plus covers this, but 
is voluntary. A bigger discount 
from insurance companies might 
tempt more people to take Pass Plus. 

“Also, some type of modified test for 
the over-70s is needed, as the law says 
pensioners only have to self-assess their 
ability to continue driving. This isn’t ideal. 

“And we at XCOPS would be in favour 
of having a formal assessment of non-UK 
licence holders before they’re allowed to 
use their foreign licences on UK roads.” 

What worries Alan more, however, is 
just how many of us have let our own 
driving standards slip over the years. 

“If ordered to take their driving tests 
again today, the majority of existing 
drivers would not pass. That scares 
me. And it should scare them, too.” 



XCOPS found Mike had picked up some 
bad habits, which he's vowed to address 


run-up to their tests years earlier. 
It hurts me to admit this, but my 
appraisal revealed a number of 
bad habits I’d picked up over the 
years since I passed my test. 

One of the first things that 


“THIS is not an exam or a mock 
test,” veteran police officer Alan 



Kitchener reiterates to me. “It’s 
just a professional appraisal to 
see how you drive in your car 
on public roads. So show me.” 

As I pull away from the kerb, 

I whisper “mirror, signal, 
manoeuvre”. The XCOP is 
impressed - he’s convinced 
drivers can help themselves by 
giving a running commentary on 
what they’re doing and seeing. 


Alan noticed was that I don’t 
always check my passenger 
side mirror when turning left. 

As well as this, I was told that 
I indicate too often, mainly when 
overtaking parked cars, which 
you’re not meant to do. 

Another issue, which I’m sure 
most of us are guilty of, is that I 
occasionally drive one-handed. 
Why? I can’t answer that. 


RUTHERFORD RATED Our columnist 

demonstrated his ability behind the 
wheel before XCOPS gave its verdict 


But he warns that my glance It was also noted that I 

in my mirrors was too short, I sometimes confuse stop 
indicated too long, and my signals with give way signs, 

manoeuvring was a bit hesitant. And I was reminded not to flash 


“Don’t be nervous or try to oncoming drivers to proceed, as 


"XCOPS would like to 
see the learner process 
go further than simply 
the standard driving test" 


impress. Just drive as you’d it could potentially confuse them, 

normally drive,” Alan insists. What’s important about 

Such appraisals aren’t intended these sessions is that I 
to teach already qualified drivers accept and will work on these 
new tricks. Instead, they’re more constructive criticisms. There’s 
about reminding them of skills, no point in paying for expert 
rules and tips they may not have advice if you’re not prepared 


thought about learning in the to positively react to it. 
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Extra Urban 58.9-91.1 mpg (4.8-3.1 1/1 00km). Combined 47.9-83.1 mpg (5.9-3.4 1/1 00km). 

‘Initial rental £2,499. Price shown is for a 48 month Personal Contract Hire agreement for a MINI 3-door One Hatch with extras of PEPPER Pack 
alloy wheels in black at £520 and Visual Boost Radio at £200 with a contract mileage of 40.000 miles and excess mileage charge of 2.B2p. 
at £1,150 and MINI tic service cover at £349, (up to 50,000 miles, or the length of your agreement, whichever comes first), Electric Blue metallic 
excess mileage charge of 3.15p. Applies for new vehicles ordered at participating MINI retailers between 1 January and 31 March 2015 and 
mileage, vehicle condition and other charges may be payable. Hire available subject to status to UK residents aged 18 or over. Guarantees and 
Financial Services, a trading name of BMW Financial Services (GB) Limited, Bartley Way, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9UF, 
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New cars 

Visit autoexpress.co.uk for the latest new cars and drives 



MAZDA 2 

Verdict on sharp new 
supermini that’s taking 
the fight to the Fiesta. 




With top down and wind deflector in place, TT is impressively refined at speed 


Audi TT 

Roadster 


■ FIRS! DRIVE Why cool new drop-top 
is set to be this summer's hottest buy 




Jack Rix 

jlac<_Rix@dennis.co.uk 
n @jack_rix 


Ull AUDI isn’t taking any chances with 
xlf the third-generation TT Roadster. 

It’s the lightest, fastest and cleanest car 
in the class - blowing away both the 
BMW Z4 and Mercedes SLK in a game of 
Top Trumps - and we can confidently say 
it’s the best looking of the bunch, too. 

We know the new TTs design isn’t 
revolutionary, but it’s hard not to be 
seduced by its perfect proportions and 
angular surfacing. The Roadster loses 
the Coupe’s cramped rear seats and 
gains a flatter boot deck plus a pair of 
rollover hoops. However, it retains its 
sibling’s precision-sculpted bodywork, 
sharp front grille and criss-cross LED 
light signature. If convertible sports cars 
were purely about desirability, there’d 
be no need to take the TT for a test drive. 

The slimmed-down, twin-motor roof 
mechanism weighs 3kg less than its 
predecessor’s and the fabric takes just 
10 seconds to fold neatly behind your 
head, where it doesn’t cut into the 
shallow 280-litre boot (25 litres less 
than the Coupe’s). You can drop it at up 
to 31mph, and doing so shows off the 
TT’s greatest asset - its superb interior. 

New additions include a £1,695 
‘open-top driving package’, consisting 
of head-level seat heating that blows 
warm air down the back of your neck. 


an electric wind deflector and heated 
‘Super Sports’ seats. We’d recommend 
opting for it if you plan on getting 
the roof down anytime other than 
duringthe height of summer. 

The rest of the interior is carried over 
from the Coupe, but it’s worth reiterating 
the quality of the materials, plus the 
brilliance of the 12.3-inch Virtual 
Cockpit behind the wheel and the air- 
con controls integrated into the vents. 

There’s a reassuring depth of 
engineering, too. Thanks to the adoption 
of the steel and aluminium MQB platform, 
the newTT Roadster is roughly the same 
weight as its predecessor, despite heaps 
of extra kit. Reinforcements along the 
sills and across the rear bulkhead add 
90kg over the equivalent Coupe, but at 
1,395kg for the front-wheel-drive manual 
2.0 TFSI, it’s still impressively light. 

Engine choices include the ISlbhp 
2.0 TDI Ultra, which is only available 
with a six-speed manual box and front- 
wheel drive and capable of returning 
65.7mpgand emitting 114g/km of CO 2 . 

At the other end of the scale is the 
quattro-only 306bhp TTS, while the 
entry-level 227bhp 2.0 TFSI comes 
with front or quattro four-wheel drive 
and the choice of a manual or six- 
speed dual-clutch Stronic gearbox. 

We drove the 227bhp 2.0 TFSI 
S tronic quattro, and it’s safe to say 



Essentials 


Audi TT Roadster 2.0 
TFSI quattro S line 


Price: 

£37,555 

Engine: 

2.0-litre 4cyl turbo 

Power/torque: 

227bhp/370Nnn 

Transmission: 

Six-speed twin-clutch 
auto, four-wheel drive 

0 - 62 mph: 

5.6 seconds 

Top speed: 

155nnph 

Economy: 

42.2mpg 

CO2: 

154g/knn 

ON SALE Now 


that four-cylinder turbo engines don’t 
get any freer-revving than this, or indeed 
sound any better. There’s a throaty bark 
whenever you prod the throttle, especially 
in Dynamic mode - the sportiest of five 
Drive Select settings for acceleration, 
steering and gearbox, plus suspension 
if adaptive magnetic dampers are fitted. 

The box is beautifully intuitive, too, 
shifting right on cue in auto mode and 
pinging instantly up and down when 
using the paddles behind the wheel. 

With 370Nm of torque, only lONm 
less than in the TTS, the car can be 



DRIVE SELECT Five driving 
modes tweak throttle, suspension, 
exhaust, steering and gearbox for 
better economy or a sharper drive 
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lOTUS EXIGE AUTO 

Six-speed paddleshift 
box aims to give two- 
seater fresh appeal. 



CAYENNE GTS 

We drive fully loaded, 
434bhp Porsche SUV on 
ice. Plus, new Turbo S. 



JUKE NISMO RS 

Hot crossover left us cold 
with 4WD and CVT. Now 
we try 2WD manual car. 


42 


FOCUS ST ESTATE 

Updated 247bhp fast 
Ford wagon blasts off. Is 
it the king of the load?j, , ^ 




Performance 

0-62mph/top speed 


Running costs 

42.2mpg (official) 


5.6 seconds/1 55mph £59 fill-up [ 

"If convertible sports cars were purely about desirability 
there'd be no need to take TT Roadster for a test drived 



ROOF Pull the button in the centre 
console up, and the roof retracts in a 
lightning-fast 10 seconds. Plus, it can 
be operated at speeds up to Blmph 




Cabin features top-class materials and smart touches, including the Virtual Cockpit and air-con controls in the air vents Q 
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EQUIPMENT 

Optional 'Super 
Sports' seats 
feature head-level 
heating; boot is 
shallow but has net 


driven in a variety of ways: either by 
riding the torque in a higher gear and 
keeping things smooth, or unlocking the 
engine’s full potential higher up in the 
rev range. We also had a go in the TTS, 
and while it punches significantly harder 
down the straights, it’s the less powerful 
version that feels sweeter on public 
roads, because it lets you deploy more 
of its performance, more of the time. 

The updated four-wheel-drive system, 
which can send up to 100 per cent of 
torque to the rear axle, is a nice security 
net, especially on greasy surfaces. 

However, don’t assume Audi’s 
claims that “safe, controllable drifts are 
possible on low-friction surfaces” mean 
it’s now a match for the Porsche Boxster 
dynamically. The handling is secure and 


m Verdict 

THE TT Roadster is a beautifully 
designed package. There’s a 
feelingof solidity to everything 
you touch and cutting-edge tech 
wherever you turn. The addition of 
a folding fabric roof hasn’t affected 
the Coupe’s handling too much, 
but it’s still no match for a Porsche 
Boxster. Drive swiftly but sensibly, 
though, and the TT’s smooth turbo 
engine and four-wheel-drive grip 
allow you to carry effortless speed 
through corners, while making you 
look and feel fantastic - which is 
what a sports car is all about. 


"Variable ratio steering helps the Roadster 
feel more agile than either of its predecessors" 


stability in corners is superb, but the TT 
still tends to understeer on the limit and 
always feels best being driven at seven- 
tenths, rather than on the ragged edge. 

The variable ratio steering, which 
quickens up the more you turn the wheel, 
helps the Roadster feel more agile than 
either of its predecessors, but there’s 
barely any feedback on what the front 
wheels are up to. Despite the 19-inch 
alloys on our S line test car, the ride 
has a reassuring firmness for a sports 


car, yet didn’t crash over every crack 
and hollow. That’s because the firmer 
and 10mm lower sports suspension 
(a no-cost option) wasn’t added. 

With the roof up, refinement is good, 
but not perfect. There was an annoying 
whistle from wind over the left wing 
mirror, plus more tyre roar on rough 
motorways than you get with the Coupe. 

Drop the roof with the windows 
and wind deflector in place, and the 
cabin is remarkably calm, though. You 
can even make hands-free calls using 
the microphone built into the seatbelt. 
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NISSAN 


Innovation 
that excites 


GADGETRY THAT 
SAYS ‘NASA’. 


NO BLACK HOLE 
IN YOUR FINANCES. 


HAVE 


IT ALL 



NISSAN QASHQAI DIG-T 115 N-TEC+ 

£219 A MONTH 


Now wHh 3 Years' Free Servicing^ 

Seato inspired by NASA research to give ultimate comfort** 

New NiesanConnecl 7" touch screen navigation d entertaifinrient system’ 
Intelligent with push button start 


WHATCAR? 


Caroftte 
Year 2015 

aaMBuU SUV 


pcp REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Nissan.co.uk/haveitall 


36 MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS 

ON THE 

ROAD 

GASH PRICE 

CUSTOMER 

DEPOSrr 

DEPOSIT 

CONTRI8UTION 

TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

OF CREDIT 

DURATION OF 
AGREEMENT 

OPTIONAL 

FINAL 

PAYMENT 

TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

PAYABLE 

RATE OF 
INTEREST 
PA* (HXED) 

4.9% APR 
REPRESENTATIVE 

£2ia 

£22,260 

£4.S70.64 

£1,000 

£16,279.36 

37 MONTHS 

£10,365 

£24,209.64 

4.9% 


Qashqai Range: URBAN 37.Z-67impg (7.MJL;iaikm}, DORA URBAN SSJ-TEBmpg (5.1-3JiL/1QQkm), COMBINED 47.1-74.3m|ig (6.[M.BmQ0l(m), CO 2 emissians 138-99g/kin. 
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■ New cars Mazda 2 


Essentials 

Mazda 2 1.5 74bhpSE-L 


Price: 

£12,995 

Engine: 

1.5-litre 4cyl petrol 

Power: 

74bhp 

Transmission: 

Five-speed manual, 
front-wheel drive 

0-62mph: 

12.1 seconds 

Top speed: 

107mph 

Economy: 

60.1mpg 

CO 2 : 

llOg/km 



ON SALE March 


EQUIPMENT Entry-level SE and 
mid-spec SE-L cars get a screen with an 
integrated radio, plus standard air-con, 
electric mirrors and a steering wheel with 
reach and rake adjustment. Bigger central 
display (right) features on higher-spec cars 


PRACTICALITY Boot space 
measures up at 280 litres, which 
is 10 litres less than a Ford Fiesta's 
capacity. Fold the seats down, and the 
load capacity swells to a respectable 
950 litres - 24 litres less than Ford's 




Mazda handles superbly, while the five-speed gearbox is precise and 
fun to shift up or down. Revvy engine is also a very willing performer 


Mazd 


FIRS! DRIVE Fun-to- 





James Batchelor 

James_Batcheior@dennis.co.uk 
1 @jRRBatchelor 


WE’RE already big fans of the all- 
1 new Mazda 2, having driven a pair 
of pre-production versions late last year. 
But this is our first chance to take the 
wheel of the full production car, fitted 
with the entry-level petrol engine. 

You can order the 2 with a 1.5-litre 
SkyActiv-G petrol unit, producing 
89bhp or 113bhp further up the range. 
But for base S and mid-spec SE-L 
models, the 1.5 can be selected with 
a modest 74bhp and 135Nm of torque. 

As a result, it takes 12.1 seconds to 
go from 0-62mph, returns fuel economy 
of 60.1mpg, emits llOg/km of CO 2 
and slots into tax band B - meaning 
that a year’s road tax costs just £20. 

just like its more powerful brothers, 
and the upgraded 129bhp version we 


drove in the new MX-5 in Issue 1,356, 
the 74bhp 1.5 is well suited to the job 
in hand. It feels a little sluggish from 
a standstill, but once past 2,000rpm, 
the power kicks in and the engine 
revs cleanly all the way up to 7,000rpm. 

We wouldn’t get too close to the red 
line, though, as the dinky engine gets 
vocal past 4,000rpm and it’s a din that 
quickly becomes tiresome. But there’s 
no doubt that it’s willing and loves to 
rev, even if it’s noisy when doing so. 

Show it a series of corners, and, as 
we’ve come to expect from all modern 
Mazdas, the handling has a sparkle to it 
that few rivals can match. It’s brilliantly 
agile, there’s loads of grip and the 


steering is direct, if a bit light. The five- 
speed box has a precise mechanical 
action, just like the MX-5’s, that 
makes changing gears a pleasure. 

Once at cruising speed, the long- 
geared manual helps to settle the car 
down, and thanks to 15-inch wheels 
wearing tyres with deep sidewalls, plus 
good sound insulation, the interior 
is hushed and comfortable. 

The car in our pictures is a European- 
spec model, so isn’t representative of 
UK versions, but the 1.5 comes in two 
trim levels - base SE and mid-spec SE-L. 
Go for the SE at £11,995, and you’ll get 
electric mirrors, an adjustable driver’s 
seat and a steering wheel with reach 


"Show it a series of corners, and the handling 
has a sparkle to it that few rivals can match" 
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drive supermini lives up to our high expectations 



Up front, there's room for six-footers, 
but cabin materials feel a bit cheap 

and rake adjustment and audio controls. 
For £1,000 more, SE-L adds alloys, 
foglamps, heated folding mirrors, a 
leather steering wheel and gearlever, 
60:40 split-fold rear seats and Bluetooth. 

Both pack a lot of kit for not a lot of 
money, and their reasonable price tags 
are further backed up with stylish looks. 

The 2 carries on the ‘Kodo’ design 
language - first seen on the larger 
Mazda 3, 6 and CX-5 models - and 
works particularly well on such a small 
car. The bold front leads on to sharp 
creases on the sides and there’s a 
swoopy roofline. A squat rear-end 
nicely finishes off the sporty look. 

It’s really only the dashboard plastics 
that let the cabin down for us. While the 


design is pleasantly different from 
the competition, you won’t find many 
soft-touch materials on this entry-level 
car. Things improve on the higher trim 
grades, but there are vast swathes of 
scratchy and hard plastics here. 

It’s not the roomiest, either. While 
there’s plenty of space for six-footers 
up front, the new Hyundai i20 trumps 
the 2 in the rear, as headroom is a 
little tight. Boot capacity stands at 
280 litres - just 10 litres less than 
a Fiesta’s - which is adequate. 

Mazda feels UK buyers will more 
likely opt for the higher-powered 89bhp 
version, and we’d agree it’s the better 
choice. But if you only have around 
£13,000 to spend and you want a fun- 
to-drive supermini that’s more stylish 
than a Ford Fiesta, the Mazda 2 is a 
well rounded and very likeable little car. 



^ Verdict 

UNTIL we’ve driven a UK model, 
we’ll reserve judgement as to 
whether the 2 handles better than 
a Ford Fiesta, but it’ll be close. The 
1.5 SkyActiv-G is great, while the 
rest of the package is stylish, offers 
good value and is fun to drive. 
Pricier diesel units are more 
economical, while the higher- 
powered 89bhp 1.5 petrol is the 
best all-rounder. Yet if you’re on a 
budget, this 74bhp version is ideal. 
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■ New cars Lotus Exige S 



Lotus Exige auto 


Running costs 

29.4mpg (official) 
£43 fill-up 



■ FIRST DRIVE Paddleshift box aims to boost sports car's appeal 


^ j“ 


Jonathait Burn 

JonaJfian_Burn@dennis.co.uk 
1 1 @jonathan_burn 


n; LOTUS’ philosophy has long been to 
jIS “add lightness”, but in the Exige S, 
the brand’s latest addition comes in 
the shape of a new six-speed torque 
converter auto gearbox. 

This transmission isn’t strictly new, 
as it has been adopted from the Evora, 
but it’s the first time it has been made 
available in the Exige S. The reason 
for its introduction is very simple - 
to help boost sales at minimal cost 
and open up the market to a new 
customer base. But is it any good? 

You’ll pay a reasonable £2,000 extra 
for the auto over the manual, with the 
option of a Coupe or Roadster remaining. 

The control panel for the box is 
neatly crafted into the centre console. 
Simply depress the brake, prod ‘D’ and 
you’re off - at speed, too. Stab the 
accelerator and the rear tyres fight for 
traction, yet it’s quicker from 0-62mph 
than the manual, taking 3.9 seconds. 

The stonking 345bhp 3.5-litre V6 still 
nestles behind you, screaming all the 
way to 7,000rpm, but pulling on the 


Centre console houses the auto box's 
control panel in the Lotus' basic cabin 



right paddle reveals a notable lack of 
urgency when selecting the next ratio. 
Manual upshifts are laboured, which 
saps away the car’s momentum, but 
downshifts feel more urgent. They’re 
still a world away from the rapid-fire PDK 
you’ll find in a Porsche Cayman, though. 

Leaving the gearbox to its own 
devices shows the Exige S at its best. 
Changes are well judged, if a little 
sluggish, but selecting Race on the 
Dynamic Performance Management 
(DPM) system sharpens throttle response 
and adds some much-needed precision. 

Happily, the agile, balanced and 
responsive nature of the Exige S hasn’t 
been affected. The steering is loaded 
with feedback, and while the ride is 
on the firm side, it provides an insight 
into what the car is doing on the road. 




Essentials 

Lotus Exige S 
Roadster auto 

Price: £57,500 
Engine: 3.5-litre 6cyl s’charged 
Power: 345bhp 

Transmission: Six-speed automatic, 
rear-wheel drive 
0-62mph: 3.9 seconds 
Top speed: 145mph 
Economy: 29.4m pg 
CO 2 : 222g/km 

ON SAL£ Now 



PRACTICALITY There is decent 
space for two despite access being 
a little tricky, but the 98-litre boot 
is only good for storing the roof 



EQUIPMENT A Race Pack 
adds Lotus' four-way DPM traction 
control system, as well as launch 
control, active exhaust valve and 
optimised sports suspension 



WHEELS Standard kit includes 
a set of 17 or 18-inch alloys, with a 
Convenience Pack, Premium Pack and 
Premium Pack Sport also available 


E Verdict 

LOTUS predicts more than a third 
of Exige S sales could be made up 
of autos, yet this unresponsive 
box doesn’t match the rest of the 
car’s cat-like reflexes. There have 
been improvements in efficiency 
and acceleration, but not enough 
to make you want to ditch the 
third pedal. Still, the Exige S 
proves Lotus still builds some of 
the best-handling cars around. 
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Porsche Cayenne GTS 



Porsche Cayenne GTS 


Performance 

0-62mph/top speed 
5.2 seconds/163mph 



■ FIRST DRIVE Smaller, more economical engine doesn't spoil fun for sporty new SUV 



Our man savours new Cayenne GTS's sharp responses in the snow in Sweden 



Richard Ingram 

RichardJngram@dennis.co.uk 
@cuttjngs 

the search for more eco-friendly 
I figures, Porsche has ditched the old 
Cayenne GTS’s V8 petrol in favour of a 
more economical V6 turbo. The great 
news is that this boasts an extra 20bhp 
and 85Nm more torque, at 434bhp and 
600Nm respectively, and shaves half-a- 
second off the previous 0-62mph time. 

The GTS feels brutally fast - even on ice 
- and is as tactile as ever. It’s much more 
agile than the more expensive Turbo, too, 
and the PSM safety systems seem far 
less inclined to cut power when you’re 
driving near or at the limit. As a result, 
we managed some glorious powerslides 
in the snow at Porsche’s winter driving 
facility in Skelleftea, Sweden, but these 
should be filed under ‘don’t try at home’. 

The standard sports exhaust sounds 
great, growling under hard acceleration 
and burbling at lower speed. Push 
the Cayenne into a tighter corner and 
there’s very little body roll. Granted, 
we were more concerned with keeping 
the GTS in a straight line on the ice, 
but it’s lost none of the dynamism that 
made it such fun to drive before. 

Every GTS has PASM adaptive dampers, 
with air-suspension an option. The latter 


lowers the car by 20mm, while the steel 
springs put the GTS 24mm closer to the 
ground than on a normal Cayenne S. 

The eight-speed Tiptronic is swift and 
smooth, and will hold on to the gears if 
you ask it to. Sport Plus mode sharpens 
things up, and makes the most of the revs. 

Front styling is shared with the Cayenne 
Turbo, and a standard Sport Design 
package adds chunkier side sills and 
flared arches. The 20-inch black alloys 
are a GTS signature, as are the badges 
on the front doors. The cabin gets a set 
of Alcantara and leather sports seats, 
with GTS embossed on the headrests. 
These dash is beautifully stitched, too. 

Porsche expects only 1 1 per cent of 
Cayennes sold here to carry the GTS 
badge, compared to around 60 percent 
for the two diesels. This is no surprise 
when you consider it’s only 0.2 seconds 
faster than the S Diesel from 0-62mph, 
and 6mph quicker flat-out It’s over 
£10,000 more expensive, too, and 
will do around seven fewer 
miles to the gallon. 

The smart money is 
on the top-spec diesel - 
but if you want the best 
handling Porsche SUV, 
the GTS warrants a place 
at the top of your list. 


"The Cayenne GTS feels brutally fast 
- even on ice - and is as tactile as ever" 
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Porsche Cayenne Turbo S 


Essentials 


Porsche Cayenne GTS 

Price: £72,523 
Engine: 3.6-litre V6, twin-turbo 
Power: 434bhp/600Nm 
Transmission: Eight-speed auto, 
four-wheel drive 
0-62mph: 5.2 seconds 
Top speed: 163nnph 
Economy: 28.2mpg 
CO 2 : 234g/km 


ON SALE Now 



EQUIPMENT Dials control raft 
of driver aids, while sat-nav, climate 
control and specially embossed seats 
(below) are standard on £72,500 GTS. 
Superb sports exhaust is included, too 



ENGINE New, more efficient 
B.6-litre bi-turbo V6 replaces the 
4.8-litre naturally aspirated V8, and 
delivers 4B4bhp. Economy is up by 
a little over 2mpg, to 28.2mpg 



^ Verdict 

IF you’re looking to own one 
of the best-handling full-size 
SUVs on the market, then you 
can’t go wrong with the Porsche 
Cayenne GTS. It’s just as sharp 
as ever to drive - and, despite 
the new, smaller engine, it’s 
even quicker than before. 

That said, its Cayenne S Diesel 
stablemate makes a stronger 
case still; it offers nearly 
as much fun behind the wheel, 
with 35mpg economy and 
a £10k lower list price. 


Porsche Cayenne Turbo S 


■ FIRST DRIVE Mega 4x4 is amazing to drive - as it should be for £120k 




STYLING LED headlamps and 
21-inch wheels signify Turbo S, 
although there aren't many other 
visual clues to its top-spec status 

^ Verdict 

THE new Turbo S joins the BMW 
X6M and Range Rover Sport SVR 
in a growing list of mega-SUVs. 
With performance to shame most 
sports cars, the way in which the 
Cayenne belies its bulk is truly 
astonishing. Yes, it’s expensive, 
but if you want a 562bhp super- 
SUV, its price is unlikely to matter. 


"PDCC active chassis control does a frankly 
mind-blowing job of keeping the car in check" 


this car’s abilities never fails to impress 

- and so it should, for nearly £120k. 

Plant your right foot - at any speed 

- and it takes off, with 800Nm coming 
in from only 2,500rpm. It pins you back 
in your seat with an instant rush from 
the two turbos. Stopping isn’t an issue, 
either. The Turbo S has 10-piston 420mm 
ceramic brakes at the front, giving fade- 
free performance. This, in conjunction 
with the PDCC system, helped the top- 
spec Cayenne smash Land Rover’s SUV 
Niirburgring lap record by more than 14 
seconds towards the end of last year. 

Huge 21-inch alloys, leather sports 
seats and sat-nav are standard, but a 
reversing camera, heated windscreen 
and lane-departure warning are options. 
The sports exhaust costs nearly £2,000 
and the brilliant high-end Burmester 
stereo comes in at a little over £2,400. 
It’s clear that Porsche wants very few 
buyers to walk away with a list price car. 


Interior is as luxurious as ever, and 
comes wiiti loads of kit as standard 


Richard Ingram 

RichardJngram@dennis.co.uk 
IJ. @cutt_ings 


EW people can justify a 562bhp V8 

lUper-SUV, but if you can, here’s the 

new range-topping Cayenne Turbo S. 
With an extra 20bhp and 50Nm more 
torque than its predecessor, this 2.3- 
tonne 4x4 sprints from 0-62mph in 4.1 
seconds - faster than the Cayman GT4. 

It belies its size, too. Porsche’s PDCC 
active chassis control does a frankly mind- 
blowing job of keeping the car in check, 
with little or no body roll even at very high 
speed. Clever torque vectoring works in 
conjunction with the four-wheel-drive 
system to allow breathtaking cornering 
speeds, while switching off the stability 
control entices ludicrous amounts 
of slip from the back wheels. 

On ice even a family hatchback can 
be made to slide like a sports car, but 
we also tested the Turbo S on some 
remote Swedish B-roads, motorways 
and even around town. The breadth of 


Essentials 

Porsche Cayenne 
Turbo S 

Price: £118,455 
Engine: 4.8-litre V8, twin-turbo 
Power: 562bhp 

Transmission: Eight-speed auto, 
four-wheel drive 
0-62mph: 4.1 seconds 
Top speed: 176mph 
Economy/C02: 24.6mpg/267g/km 

ON SALE Now 



EQUIPMENT Top-spec Cayenne 
has all the drive modes, including 
PDCC active chassis control, as well as 
beautiful leather and metal finishes 



EXTRAS Our car came with the 
£2,400 optional Burmester stereo, 
although the standard Bose system 
does the job. Sat-nav is standard 
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car in S014, witii atcti^ ot 
39,263 examples registered 


Essentials 


New cars 


Nissan Juke Nismo RS 

Price: £21,650 
Engine: 1 .6-litre Acyl turbo 
Power: 215bhp 

Transmission: Six-speed manual, 
front-wheel drive 
0-62mph: 7.0 seconds 
Top speed: 137mph 
Economy: 39.2mpg 
CO 2 : 165g/km 

ON SALE Now 


EQUIPMENT Recaro wing-back 
bucket seats are a £1,300 option, 
but worth the money, as they provide 
a proper hot hatch look and feel 


■ FIRST DRIVE Do RS upgrades make more sense with manual box? 






Jack Rix 

|acs_Rix@den nis.co.uk 
; 3 (a)jack_rix 


AFTER nearly three years in UK 


I showrooms and 6,000 examples 
sold, the Nissan Juke Nismo is dead. 

In its place comes something even 
hotter, though - the juke Nismo RS. To 
avoid cluttering the range, the new car 
replaces the non-RS version completely, 
adding more power, better brakes, a 
stiffer chassis and an upgraded exhaust. 

In Issue 1,356, we drove the less 
potent four-wheel-drive model, 
which showed potential but was 
hobbled by its CVT box. This front- 
wheel-drive manual sounds much 
more promising, with a 215bhp 
1.6-litre turbo engine (ISbhp more 
than before), six-speed box and a 
front limited-slip differential. It’s good 
value, too, costing just £1,1 50 more 
than the outgoing model at £21,650. 

Slip into the Recaro bucket seats and 
grip the Alcantara-wrapped wheel, and 
the Nismo RS feels like a proper hot 
hatch should. Push the starter button, 
and it’s a little more disappointing - the 
engine buzzes away under the bonnet 
but never sounds particularly exciting. 
It’s a similar story when you stretch its 
legs, because as the revs rise, the 
engine drones rather than sings. 

There’s nothing wrong with the 
way it accelerates, though, going from 
0-62mph in 7.0 seconds despite the 
lackof excitement in the process. 

Things improve in corners thanks to 
the sharp steering, lack of body roll for 
such a high-riding car and the sheer 


Bodykit and diffuser help Nismo RS 
stand out, as does loud exhaust note 


Long-throw gearlever shifts well; Ancantara wheel feels great 


amount of grip, but it’s the differential 
that makes all the difference. It allows 
you to get back on the throttle early, 
feel the outside front tyre dig deep 
and catapult you out the other side. 

Fortunately, Nissan has resisted the 
temptation to firm up the suspension 
too much compared to the standard 
car. It’s noticeably more brittle over 
potholes and speed bumps, yet it’s 
mostly comfortable and refined enough 
to be driven every day. Meanwhile, 
the gearlever has a long throw, but 
a tight, mechanical action. 

The standard juke is already 
aimed at extroverts, although you’ll 
need to be brave to drive the Nismo 
RS. Available in white, black or silver 
with trademark red pinstripes, 18-inch 
wheels and red brake calipers, it’s an 
unusual sight on the road, as there’s 
nothing quite like it out there. 


"W 



PRACTICALITY RS has a 354-litre 
boot capacity with the back seats up 
and 1,189 litres with them down. Two- 
level floor makes space more usable 



WHEELS Striking 18-inch alloys 
are fitted as standard, as are red 
calipers. They're part of upgraded 
brake system with bigger front discs 


^ Verdict 

YOU have to admire the originality 
of the Juke Nismo, and the RS 
upgrades mean it’s faster and 
more capable than ever. It’s 
reasonably good value, too, when 
you consider the performance 
and equipment on offer. We only 
wish that the muted drivetrain 
felt more special more of the 
time, which would be in keeping 
with the outrageous exterior. 
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Ford Focus ST Estate 

. ; FIRST DRIVE Updates promise to make fast estate more fun than ever 


‘3 ^ 


Jack Rix 

|ac<c,HfX@dennis.co.uk 
n @jack_rix 


HOT estates are making a serious 
aU comeback of late. Forget the array 
ofV8-powered Mercedes AMG wagons 
currently available, we’re talking about 
mainstream family cars with a sting in 
their tail. The Skoda Octavia vRS has 
been around fora couple of years now, 
but you’ll soon be able to buy a SEAT 
Leon CupraST, while a new Volkswagen 
Golf GTD Estate has been confirmed 
for the Geneva Motor Show in March. 

Ford can claim some credit for the 
renewed interest - it’s been offering a 
Focus ST Estate since 2012, and thanks 
to a recent series of mechanical and 
cosmetic updates, it should be better to 
drive and as practical as ever. It threw in 
a curveball for the facelift, too, because 
you can now order your fast Focus Estate 
with the choice of a 247bhp 2.0-litre 


EcoBoost petrol engine or a 182bhp 
2.0 TDCi diesel. We drove the diesel 
ST hatch in Issue 1,355, so it’s the 
petrol wagon we’re focusing on here. 

From a purely practical point of view, 
the Focus Estate could well be all the car 
you ever need. Open the large tailgate 
and there’s 476 litres with the rear seats 
up, or a whopping 1,502 litres with them 
down, forming a perfectly flat load space. 
Compare that to 316 litres and 1,101 
litres respectively for the hatchback 
and the benefits are easy to see. 

OK, so there’s a slight penalty in 
terms of price and performance - the 
Estate costs £1,100 more than the 
equivalent hatchback and takes 0.2 
seconds longer to cover 0-62mph. 

But remarkably, claimed fuel 
economy and CO 2 emissions are 
identical at 41. 5mpg and 159g/km 
respectively - an improvement of six 
per cent over the pre-facelift model 


thanks to the addition of stop-start. On 
public roads, the performance gap is 
impossible to spot. The Estate thunders 
down the road with the same force as 
the hatchback, and thanks to its rush of 
turbocharged acceleration feels even 
quicker than the numbers suggest. 

The best part about its direct 
injection EcoBoost engine, though, is its 
flexibility. A generous 345Nm of torque 
available from low-down in the rev range 
means it’s just as easy to select a higher 
gear and feather the throttle to make 
smooth and serene progress. To uncork 
the full performance potential, you simply 
let it rev and enjoy the rasping exhaust 
note until it’s time to change up. 

Things don’t fall to bits in corners, 
either. In fact, despite the extra weight 
over the rear axle, it handles just like the 
hatch, which is great news for the driver 
- if not for the dog in the boot. Changes 
to the chassis and hardware include 



PRACTICALITY Load bay is 
impressive. Plus, rear seats fold 
flat, providing 1,502 litres of space 
- 400 litres more than in the hatch 
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New cars ■ 


Essentials 


Ford Focus ST-3 Estate 

Price: 

£27,095 

Engine: 

2.0-litre Acyl turbo 

Power: 

247bhp 

Transmission: 

Six-speed manual, 
front- wheel drive 

0-62mph: 

6.7 seconds 

Top speed: 

154mph 

Economy: 

Al.Smpg 

CO 2 : 

159g/km 

ON^AU Now 



"Thanks to its rush of turbocharged acceleration, 
ST feels even quicker than numbers suggest" 



new front springs and slightly stiffer 
dampers all-round. As a result, body 
roll is minimal, but while the suspension 
never crashes over bumps, it does feel 
busy over less-than-perfect surfaces. 

There’s a quicker ratio for the 
variable electromechanical steering, 
too, which means the Estate’s nose 
darts immediately to where you point 
it - almost too quickly at first - but 
you soon get used to steering with your 
wrists, rather than taking armfuls of 
lock. Up the speed and the ST stays well 
within its comfort zone - it’s a car that 
actually gets better the faster you drive 
it, leaning on the outside tyres and 
testing the levels of grip. But caution 


is advised: carry too much speed into a 
corner or jump on the throttle too early 
and the ST’s spiky power delivery is 
quick to spin up the front tyres and 
send you understeering across the road. 

The question you now have to ask is 
whether you want this full-fat petrol- 
powered ST, or its tamer diesel sister 
car. If you’re already a hot hatch fan, 
then only the snappy petrol version will 
quench your thirst for speed, but the 
diesel’s superior fuel economy seems 
to go hand in hand with the Estate’s 
practical layout. What’s clear is that the 
Focus ST is one of the most competent 
and rounded hot hatches out there, and 
now there’s a version for everyone. 



ENGINE In the world of hot 
hatches, 247bhp really isn't that 
much any more, but you'll be 
surprised at just how strongly the 
2.0-litre EcoBoost hauls you along 



EQUIPMENT All models get 
well bolstered Recaro seats, but 
top-spec ST-3 features heated, 
leather-wrapped versions that are 
electrically adjustable as standard 



m Verdict 

IT seems strange that hot wagons 
aren’t more popular, because 
this ST Estate delivers all the 
handling, speed and excitement 
of the hatch, with genuine family 
friendly practicality. Despite 
power output staying constant, 
the EcoBoost engine is a peach, 
even if the ride is a bit nibbly. 

If you prioritise fuel economy 
then the diesel is a better idea, 
but if it’s thrills you’re after, the 
petrol car wins hands down. 
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Volvo V60 Polestar 


New cars ■ 


^■Coming soon 



MO»i^ 

VIGNALE2015 

Mondeo will be the 
first of Ford's new 
Vignale models, 
offering a premium 
buying experience. 


Volvo V60 Polestar 


■ FIRST DRIVE Hot estate hails new performance line 


Volvo V60 Polestar 


Price: 

£49,775 

Engine: 

3.0-litre in-line 6cyl, turbo 

Power: 

345bhp 

Transmission: 

Six-speed automatic, 
four-wheel drive 

0-62mph: 

4.9 seconds 

Top speed: 

155mph (limited) 

Economy: 

27.7mpg 

CO 2 : 

237g/km 

ON SALE Now 




Dean Gibson 

Dean_Gibson@dennis.co.uk 


IJlj WHILE Volvo boasts a strong 
sli reputation for safety, it doesn’t have 
the performance credentials of some 
of its rivals. However, the manufacturer 
is addressing that issue with the launch 
of its Polestar division - and the first 
model in the range is the V60 Polestar. 

The estate’s body has been pumped 
up, and underthe skin is a 345bhp 
transverse straight-six turbo coupled 
to Haldex 4WD and a six-speed 
Geartronic auto. It produces SOONm 
of torque from 2,800rpm, and under 
hard acceleration delivers a scream 
not dissimilar to that of a Jaguar F-Type. 

What’s more, this estate can sprint 
from 0-62mph in 4.9 seconds, which 
means it can give plenty of racy coupes 
a run for their money. Unfortunately, the 
gearbox is a bit of a letdown; its upshifts 
are slow, while changing down multiple 
ratios is an exercise in patience. 

There’s plenty of grip from the 4WD 
system, though, and sharp Brembo 
brakes deliver great stopping power. 
Those large 20-inch wheels look as 
though they should deliver a bone- 
jarring ride, but the standard-fit Ohlins 
dampers mean that while the car is stiff, 
the suspension is more comfortable 
than you’ll find in some performance 
models fitted with smaller rims. 

A near-£50k price tag is steep, yet 
the V60 Polestar is loaded with gear, 
including sat-nav, heated leather and 
Alcantara sports seats and the usual raft 
of safety kit. Distinctive Rebel Blue paint 
helps to shout about its potential, too. 



Roomy, high-quality cabin boasts a high kit count, 
with sat-fia v, heated leather and Alcantara seats 



mm 



ON THE ROAD 

Hot V60's responses 
are dulled a little 
by slow-shifting 
box, but 4WD gives 
superb grip, ride 
is surprisingly 
comfortable and 
brakes impress 


m Verdict 

THEV60 Polestar falls 
between Audi’s S4 and RS4 
Avant estates. It’s loaded 
with kit, plus has plenty of 
power and unbreakable grip, 
while the ride is far better 
than in either Audi. If only 
the automatic gearbox 
was more responsive. 


SUPERMINIS 


Fiat 500 

2016 

Ford Ka 

mid 2015 

Florida Jazz 

early 201 5 

Flyundai 120 Coupe 

March 

Mazda 2 

spring 

RenaultsportTwingo 

late 2015 

Renault ZOE update 

spring 

SEAT Ibiza 

2016 

Skoda Fabia 

early 201 5 

Smart ForTwo 

early 201 5 

Smart ForFour 

early 201 5 

Suzuki Celerio 

February 

VauxhallAdamS 

April 

VauxhallCorsaVXR 

spring 

VauxhallViva 

spring 

FAMILY CARS 


Alfa Romeo Giulia 

late 2015 

Alfa Romeo Giulia Estate 

late 2015 

Audi A3 three-cylinder 

late 2015 

AudiA4 

mid 2015 

BMW 1 Series facelift 

2015 

BMW 3 Series Plug-in 

mid 2016 

BMW 15 

2016 

Ford Mondeo Vignale 

mid 2015 

Honda FCEV 

mid 2015 

Infiniti Q30 

spring 

jaguarXE 

spring 

Mercedes CLA Shoot. Brake 

early 201 5 

MGS 

early 201 5 

MINI Clubman 

early 201 5 

Nissan Leaf 

mid 2016 

Porsche Panamera estate 

2016 

Renault Espace 

late 2015 

Skoda Superb 

summer 

Skoda Fabia estate 

early 201 5 

Tesla Model III 

2016 

Toyota Prius 

late 2015 

Toyota Mirai 

late 2015 

Vauxhall Astra 

late 2015 

VW Beetle Dune 

late 2015 

VW Golf Alltrack 

mid 2015 

VWGolfCC 

2015 

VW Golf Restate 

spring 

VW Passat Alltrack 

summer 

VW Passat GTE 

June 

SPORTS CARS 


AlfaACStradale 

2015 

Alfa 6C 

2016 

Aston Martin DB9 

late 2016 

Aston Martin V8 Vantage 

early 2016 

Audi RS3 

spring 

AudiAS 

spring 2016 

Audi R4 

2016 

Audi R8 

mid 2015 

AudiTTSportback 

2016 

AudiTTSportQuattro 

2016 

BMW Ml 

2016 

BMW M2 

mid 2015 

Caterham sports car 

2016 

Chevrolet Corvette Z06 

spring 

Ferrari 458M 

spring 

FiatSpider 

late 2015 

Ford Focus RS 

2016 

Ford Mustang 

early 201 5 

Honda CivicTypeR 

March 

Honda NSX 

mid 2015 

Infiniti Q60 

2016 

jaguarXE SVR 

early 2016 

Kia GT4 Stinger 

2016 

Lamborghini Asterion LP910-4 2017 

Lexus GS-F 

late 2015 

Lexus RC 

late 2015 

Lexus LF-LC 

2016 

Maserati Alfieri 

2016 

Maserati GranTurismo 

late 2017 

McLaren PI 3 

2015 

Mercedes-AMG GT 

early 201 5 

Mercedes C450AMG Sport 

spring 

MG TF replacement 

2015 

MINIjCW 

early 201 5 

Nissan Pulsar Nismo 

mid 2015 


Peugeot 308 R mid 201 5 


Porsche Cayman GT4 

Porsche GT3 RS 

2015 
mid 2015 

Porsche 911 facelift 

late 201 5 

Porsche 961 

2017 

Porsche Pajun 

2017 

RenaultAlpine 

Toyota FT-1 (Supra) 

late 201 5 
late 201 5 

Vauxhall Monza 

SUVs 

2015 

Alfa Romeo SUV 

Aston Martin SUV 

early 2016 
2017 

Audi Q1 

2016 

Audi Q5 

2016 

Audi Q6 

2016 

Audi Q7 

mid 2015 

Audi Q8 

2017 

Audi RS Q1 

late 2016 

Bentley Bentayga 

2016 

BMWX3 

2016 

BMWX7 

2018 

Dacia Duster facelift 

2016 

Ford Edge 

2015 

Honda CR-V 

2015 

Honda Vezel 

2015 

Infiniti QX30 

late 201 5 

jaguar F-Pace 

2016 

KiaSorento 

early 201 5 

Lamborghini Urus 

2017 

Land Rover Defender 

2016 

Maserati Levante 

2016 

Mazda CX-3 

mid 2015 

Mercedes GLC 

2015 

Mercedes GLE Coupe 

2015 

Mercedes baby SUV 

2017 

Peugeot Quartz 

2016 

Porsche Cayenne Coupe 

2017 

Porsche Macan Turbo S 

early 201 5 

Porsche Macan GTS 

2015 

Range Rover Sport SVR 

spring 

Renault Kwid 

2016 

Renault Megane SUV 

mid 2015 

Renault seven-seatSUV 

2016 

SEATIBX 

2016 

Skoda Yeti+2 

2016 

SsangYongTivoli 

2015 

Suzuki Vitara 

April 

Tesla Model X 

2015 

Toyota C-HR 

2017 

Volkswagen Taigun 

2015 

Volkswagen Tiguan 

2016 

Volkswagen T-ROC 

2016 

Volvo XC40 

2018 

Volvo XC60 

late 201 5 

Volvo XC90 

early 201 5 

PEOPLE MOVERS 


BMWCATZ-seater 

early 201 5 

Ford C-MAX facelift 

spring 

Ford Grand C-MAX facelift 

spring 

FordS-MAX 

early 201 5 

Mercedes R-Class 

2016 

VWTouran 

March 

CABRIOLETS 


Audi TT Roadster 

2015 

Alfa Romeo 4C Spider 

early 201 5 

Ford Mustang Convertible 

2015 

Lamborghini Huracan Spyder late 2015 

Mazda MX- 5 

early 201 5 

Mercedes C-Class Cabriolet 

2015 

Mercedes S-Class Cabriolet 

2015 

MINI Convertible 

2016 

Range Rover Evoque Cabriolet 201 5 

Rolls-Royce Wraith Drophead 

1 2016 

VW Beetle Dune cabriolet 

late 201 5 

LUXURY CARS 


BMW 7 Series 

mid 2015 

Cadillac ELR 

late 201 5 

Infiniti Q80 

2020 

JaguarXF 

late 201 5 

Mercedes-Maybach S 600 

spring 

Mercedes S-Class Pullman 

2015 

Rolls-Royce Phantom 

2017 

VW Phaeton 

late 2016 

Volvo S90 

2016 










Buying a new car? 

Tell us about your eKpcriencc 

www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower 
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HUf-PRCE 



BUYING USED HAS NEVER MADE MORE SENSE, AND OVER THE NEXT 32 PAGES WE PICK 
OUT NEARLY 100 BARGAIN CARS ACROSS EVERY CLASS, FROM £1K TO 2100K-PLUS 




lames Disdale 

Jafnes_Disdale@dennis.co.uk 


jjn EVERYONE loves a bargain, and over 
All the next 32 pages, we guarantee to 
find a temptingly cheap used car to suit 
you. We’ve spent hours sifting through 
the classifieds to serve up a selection 
of brilliant buys that will set you back 
around half what they cost new, or less. 

There’s something for everyone 
here, as our list of nearly 100 second- 
hand bargains is spread over 10 key 
price categories - from sub-£l,000 
superminis to supercars costing 


over £100,000. And in nearly every 
category, we include a green choice 
- a sign of our eco-conscious times. 

Plus, as fuel prices fall, our experts 
look at the thirsty, big-capacity petrol 
cars that were once worthless, but now 
seem far more tempting again. We also 
have a guide on how to cut your fueti 
insurance and mainlenance costs. 

Just be warned: the bargain buys in 
our Half-Price Heroes special will give 
you an itchy wallet* Can you resist? 



PflRQPMF Q11 

was; £69,900 NOW £19,990 


wKSANOASHOAl 


WAS £16,895 NOW £7,699 


WAS £12.645 NOW £5.995 


FORD FIESTA 
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FUN FORD PUMA 

PRICENEW:£12,995 
MODEL: 1,7 

ENGINE: 1.7-LITRE 4CYL,123BHP 

CO 2 /ROADTAX: 178G/KM/2230 

ECONOMY: 38.2MPG 

EURONCAP: N/A 

ARE you after fun on a shoestring budget? Well, look no 
further than the Ford Puma. A rewy 1.7-litre petrol engine 
matched to an agile front-wheel-drive chassis provides top 
entertainment behind the wheel, and it’s pretty stylish, too. 

The Puma added a dash of panache to the fast Ford recipe 
when it debuted in 1997, with a clever TV advert featuring 
Hollywood legend Steve McQueen doing wonders for the 
compact coupe’s sales. That means there are plenty to choose 
from on the second-hand market. We found a 1999 1.7 
showing a relatively low 77,000 miles for just £795. 

However, as values have dropped to rock bottom, so have 
owners’ desire to look after them. Lots of Pumas will now 
be showing signs of 1 5 years or more of use, so watch out 
for rusty wheelarches and sills that could bring about MoT 
failures. Still, with humble Fiesta supermini underpinnings, 
it should mean affordable running costs and cheap car 
insurance, even for the younger generation of drivers. 

PRICE NOW £795 1999/V-REG, 77K 



BEST BUYS FOR UNDER £1,000 

BARGAINS NEEDN’T BE BANGERS WITH DUR PICK DF TDP-VALUE CARS 



IF you’re in the market for a versatile compact 
SUV for not much cash, then the first-generation 
Toyota RAV4 is well worth considering, as it was 
one of the pioneers of the class. Good ground 
clearance and a 2.0-litre petrol engine powering 
a robust four-wheel-drive system mean that 
the RAV4 should cope well on winter roads. 

Three-door models limit access to the rear, so 
opt for the larger five-door if practicality is high on 
your wish list. Load space isn’t great, either, plus 
Toyota didn’t alter the original side-hinged boot 
door for the UK market, making access tricky. 


PRICE NEW: £17,695 
MODEL: 2.GGX 

ENGINE:2, 0-LITRE 4GYL127BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:N/A/£230 
ECONOMY: 27.2MPG 
EURONCAP: N/A 


FIAT’S space-age Multipla revolutionised the 
MPV market when it was launched back in 1998, 
and it had the edge over its five-seater rivals with 
its two rows of three seats. The looks might not 
be to everyone’s taste, but a roomy, airy cabin 
provides plenty of visibility. Add that to its large, 
450-litre boot, and you’ve got an affordable, 
versatile and practical people carrier - even 
if the interior doesn’t feel that hard-wearing. 

The 1.9 diesel is the pick of the range and 
should be the most frugal, although the base- 
spec SX trim doesn’t get air-con as standard. 


PRICENEW:£14,11G 

MODEL: 1.9 JTDSX 

ENGINE: 1.9-LITRE 4GYL115BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:17GG/KM/£205 
ECONOMY: 44.1MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £995 1998/S-REG, 80K 


a PRICE NOW £895 20D2/52-REG, 90K 
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FIRST CAR NISSAN MICRA 


BY the early 2000s, the Nissan Micra had shed 
its original boxy bodywork and was curvier 
than ever. The radical redesign had a purpose, 
however, as more room inside meant even 
greater practicality and improved visibility. 

It’s not the most fashionable used supermini 
on the market, but with low running costs, 
strong reliability and plenty of second-hand 
choice, it’s a great option for a first-time 
buyer or a learner driver. We’d opt for the 
1.2 petrol version, which will be cheap to 
buy and insure. We found a 2003 model in S 
spec with 86,000 miles on the clock for £950. 

3«ICENOW£9502003/53-REa86K 


PRICE NEW: £7,995 

MODEL: 1.2S 

ENGINE: 12-LITRE 4CYL,78BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:143G/KM/£145 
EC0N0MY:47.9MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^ 



FAMILY RENAULT LAGUNA 


PRICE NEW: £17,265 

MODEL: 2.G PRIVILEGE 
ENGINE: 2,0-LITRE 4GYL,133BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:187G/KM/£225 
ECONOMY: 36.6MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^ 

- so you won’t have to scrimp on gadgets. A 
£1,000 budget will give you a good choice 
of petrol or diesel models in both hatchback 
and estate form. Plus, reliability is strong. 


RENAULrS Laguna was the first car ever to achieve 
a five-star Euro NCAP rating, featuring safety tech 
such as seatbelt pre-tensioners, load limiters 
and a vast array of airbags - adding peace of 
mind if you’re planning on transporting your family. 

In Privilege spec, there’s plenty of kit on 
offer - including keyless entry, xenon headlights, 
auto wipers, power-folding door mirrors and ESP 


a PRICE NOW £895 2003/03-REG, 58K 



SKODA FABIA 

THE original Fabia signalled a change in 
fortunes for Skoda. It was the first supermini 
developed under VW and delivered a winning 
blend of practicality, value and dependability. 

If you’re after affordable frugality, the Fabia 
offers that and more. Plus, there are plenty of 
efficient models to choose from, all of which 
provide strong value for money and cheap 
bills. Skoda always performs well in our 
Driver Power satisfaction surveys, and 
finished top of our owner poll in 2014. 

□ PRICE NOW £895 2000/X-REG, 138K 


PRICENEW:£11,300 
MODEL: 1.9TDIGGMEGRT 
ENGINE: 1.9-LITRE 4GYL,100BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:13GG/KM/£23G 
ECONOMY: 56.5MPG 


EURONCAP:^ikrikr^ 
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FAMILY FORD FOCUS 


PRICE NEW: £14,695 
MODEL: FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 


ENGINE: 1.6-LITRE 4CYL1 
C02/R0ADTAX:155G/KM/£180 
ECONOMY: 44.1MPG 


EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


HERE’S proof that family 
hatchbacks can be both 
practical and fun to drive. 

The original Ford Focus 
created a sensation when 
it replaced the dowdy, 
ageing Escort back in 
1998, adding a much- 
needed dose of vitality to 

the manufacturer’s family car line-up. The second-generation 
model took over the mantle as the UK’s best-driving hatch, 
thanks to agile and pleasingly predictable handling. 

More importantly, the newcomer also addressed some of 
the original car’s shortcomings - it brought a larger 385-litre 
luggage area versus 350 litres in its predecessor, not to mention 
more refined and efficient diesel powerplants. 

Today, the Mk2 Focus still offers this great mix of dynamics, 
practicality and affordable running costs, making it one of the 
most attractive used cars in Britain. The second-hand market is 
positively flooded with good examples, so with a £3,000 budget 
you’ll be spoilt for choice in terms of engine and trim. If you’re 
not going to be doing very many miles, a better option will be 
a small petrol model, such as the 113bhp 1.6-litre in Zetec 
spec, which boasts a fair level of equipment as standard. 


PRICE NOW £2,875 2006/06-REG, 60K 



BEST BUYS £1,000-£3, 000 

A TINY BUDGET WILL STRETCH A SURPRISINGLY LONG WAY THESE DAYS 




HOT HATCH HONDA CIVIC TYPE R 


STYLE ALFA ROMEO GTV 


WITH a new Type R turbo waiting in the wings, set 
to cost around £30,000, Honda is ready to restate 
its claim on hot hatch class honours. However, if 
your budget doesn’t stretch that far, the maker’s 
pocket-rocket back catalogue is equally exciting. 

This is particularly true of the second-generation 
hot Civic, which boasts a sophisticated rear 
suspension set-up that produces some playful 
handling traits plus a 197bhp VTEC engine that 
revs to a heady 8,250rpm. Reliability should be 
typically bulletproof, while build quality is solid. 
The only letdown is the low-rent cabin. 


PRICE NEW: £16, GGG 

MODEL: CIVIC TYPER 
ENGINE:2.G-LITRE4CYL,197BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:212G/KM/£285 
ECONOMY: 31.4MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £2,995 2002/02-REG, 75K 
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COULD buying a used Alfa Romeo be a first-class 
ticket to frustration and expensive repair bills? 
Maybe, but it’s hard to deny that the thought 
of a GTV for less than £3,000 is tempting. 

You may have to budget for regular repairs, 
but when everything’s right the GTV’s rev-happy 
163bhp 2.0-litre Twin Spark engine will delight 
and the sleek, two-door coupe will still turn heads. 
This Alfa isn’t going to rival a contemporary hot 
hatchback for performance or ability, but at just 
short of£3k for a stylish Italian sports car, it 
does bring a lot of kerb appeal. 


PRICENEW:£21,8GG 

MODELGTVZGJTS 

ENGINE:2.G-LITRE4CYL,163BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:22GG/KM/£285 
ECONOMY: 3G.7MPG 
EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £2,500 2005/55-REG, 63K 
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ESTATE MAZDA 6 


ESTATES are all about practicality, and the Mazda 
6 wagon scores highly here. There’s a large 505- 
litre load bay, while the 60:40 split-fold bench can 
be lowered using the handy levers in the boot. 

The car is engaging to drive, too, with a punchy 
141bhp 2.0-litre turbodiesel that delivers up to 
46.3mpg. For around £3,000 there’s a solid 
blend of performance and economy on offer. 
Even the mid-spec TS trim comes well equipped, 
featuring cruise and dual-zone climate control, 
plus a multifunction steering wheel. Robust 
build quality and strong reliability mean the 
Mazda should be trouble-free to own, too. 

3 PRICE NOW £2,995 2007/56-REG, 78K 


PRICE NEW: £17,920 
M0DEL:6ESTATE2.0DTS 

ENGINE:2, 0-LITRE 4CYL 
DIESEL, 141BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:167G/KM/£205 

EC0N0MY:46,3MPG 

EURONCAP:^^^^ 



LUXURY JAGUAR XJ6 


THE 2003 XJ may have retained its predecessor’s 
quintessentially British looks, but underneath 
it was all-new. Jaguar developed a lightweight 
aluminium chassis, which gave great handling, 
ride, performance and efficiency benefits. 

The low kerbweight means a gas-guzzling V8 
isn’t necessary: the sweet 240bhp 3.0-litre V6 
offers 0-62mph in 7.8 seconds and 27.1mpg- 
not bad for a luxury saloon. At £3,000, though, 
you won’t be looking at the freshest examples 
- the car we spotted had done 138,000 miles. 
Luxury options include twin rear TV screens. 


PRICE NEW: £39,000 

MODEL: XJ6 

ENGINE: 3,0-LITRE V6,240BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:249G/KM/£485 
ECONOMY: 27.1MPG 
EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £2,995 2003/53-REG, 138K 



THE Prius Mk2 helped bring hybrid power to 
the mainstream. Its design isn’t exactly fashion- 
led, but with strong eco credentials thanks 
to a 1.8-litre petrol engine, battery pack and 
electric motor, the Toyota claims 65.7mpg. Just 
don’t expect to see that in everyday driving. 

With many examples now nearing 10 years 
old and 100,000 miles, battery capacity might 
not be what it was. But given that the tech was 
at the cutting edge just a decade ago, and the 
efficiency is still impressive, £3k is a bargain. 
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HOT HATCH VW GOLF GTI 

PRICENEW:£19,995 
MODEL: GOLF GTI 

EI\IGINE:2.0-LITRE4GYL,197BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:192G/KM/£265 
ECONOMY: 35.3MPG 

EURONCAP:^^^^^ 

AFTER a stodgy period in the nineties, VW’s original hot hatch 
returned to form with the fifth-generation Golf GTI. Performance 
has to be at the heart of any pocket rocket, so with the GTI’s 
2.0-litre petrol turbo sending 197bhp to the front wheels, 
the sprint from 0-60mph takes a rapid 6.9 seconds. 

Add to that the option of five-door practicality, Volkswagen’s 
impeccable image and build quality, solid dealer service 
and acceptable running costs - not to mention a split 
personality that sees the GTI equally at home on the 
race track as It is in the local golf club car park - and 
you have the recipe for a superb all-rounder. 

With a maximum budget of £5,000 you’ll be looking 
at high-mileage examples, but this proves that you don’t 
have to break the bank to buy something that’s thrilling to 
drive, can carry front and rear passengers in comfort and 
accommodates plenty of luggage. Many owners will have 
cared for their cars well, too, so it promises to be durable. 

PRICE NOW £4,950 2005/05-REG, 85K 

BESTBUYS£3,000-£5,000 

HIGH-PERFORMANCE FUN OR FAMILY PRACTICALITY? CHOICE IS YOURS... 





MPV MAZDA 5 


FAMILY FORD MONDEO 


WITH the new Mondeo hitting showrooms, there’s 
never been a better time to take the plunge with 
its predecessor. Mixing a huge amount of space 
with low running costs and Ford’s typically 
involving driving experience, the family friendly 
machine covers all the necessary bases. 

There’s a huge range of trim and engine options, 
and while the 1.8-litre TDCi isn’t the most efficient 
unit by today’s standards, it delivers 123bhp so 
performance should be adequate. CO 2 emissions 
of 149g/km mean £145 road tax, and it beats the 
larger 2.0 TDCI on economy, returning 49.6mpg. 


PRICENEW:£20,045 
MODEL: MGNDEG 1.8 TDGI EDGE 
ENGINE: 1.8-LITRE 4GYL123BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:149G/KM/£145 
ECONOMY: 49.6MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £4,450 2009/09-REG, 72K 
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THE 5’s great attraction is how it drives. Most top- 
heavy people carriers roll through corners and feel 
imprecise on the road; not so the Mazda. A well 
developed chassis is clothed in a relatively sleek 
and functional body, which proves that driving 
an MPV doesn’t have to be boring. 

The 141bhp 2.0 turbodiesel is smoother than 
its rivals of a similar age, and there’s plenty of 
low-down torque. Practicality is strong, too, thanks 
to Mazda’s ‘6 h- 1’ layout and sliding rear doors - 
and when all seven seats are in place you’ll still 
be able to squeeze in 110 litres of luggage. 


PRICE NEW: £17, 90G 

M0DEL:52.GDSPGRT 

ENGINE:2.0-LITRE4GYL,141BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:159G/KM/£180 

ECONOMY: 46.3MPG 

EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £3,895 2006/06-REG, 85K 
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Bargainbuvs ““I HranFSU 




FUN PORSCHE BOXSTER 


A PORSCHE for less than £5,000 - what’s the 
catch? Well, as long as you buy wisely, there 
shouldn’t be one. This budget will get you an 
early 2.5-litre manual Boxster, which still has 
plenty of straight-line performance even by 
today’s standards. With 201bhp on tap, 
0-62mph takes 6.9 seconds, while a nimble 
chassis and precise steering mean it should keep 
up with some much more modern hot hatches. 

The mid-engined layout gives the Boxster 
two boots (one front, one rear), creating total 
luggage space of 260 litres - so it’s relatively 
practical for a weekend break, too. 

3 PRICE NOW £4,490 1997/R-REa 79K 


PRICENEW:£33,950 

MODEL: BOXSTER 

ENGINE: 2.5-LITRE FLAT-SIX, 201BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:206G/KM/2230 
ECONOMY: 31.7MPG 

EURONCAP:N/A 



4X4 NISSAN X-TRAIL 


TODAY the X-Trail is a sharply styled seven-seat 
crossover, but before Nissan’s big off-roader 
took its design inspiration from the new Qashqai, 
it had more utilitarian roots. This makes it a 
great 4x4 bargain for the winter months. 

This is especially true in 2.2 dCi form, thanks 
to 220Nm of turbocharged torque. The engine 
is a little noisy but performance is dependable 
- especially when towing - just like the 
mechanicals. Don’t expect high-quality cabin 
materials, but £5,000 should buy a well cared- 
for example and still leave you plenty of change. 


PRICENEW:£19,795 

MODEL: X-TRAIL 2.2 DCI SPGRT 
ENGINE:2.2-LITRE4CYL112BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:19GG/KM/2265 
ECONOMY: 39.2MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £4,000 2002/02-REG, 84K 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 


GREEN CHOICE CUTTING YOUR BILLS 1 



KIA PICANTO 

WITH its funky looks, generous kit and thrifty 
running costs, the Picanto city car has been a 
big hit. It backs this up with a surprisingly 
practical cabin, low running costs and a good 
haul of standard kit. And while the 1.0-litre 
three-cylinder is underpowered, ifs happy 
to be worked hard and emits only 99g/km. 

More importantly, Kia’s seven-year warranty 
means even the £3,790 61-reg model we saw 
had three years* cover left. Few used cars 
deliver such peace of mind for so little cash. 

□ PRICE NOW £3,790 2011/61-REa54K 


PRICE NEW: 26,395 


MODEL: PICANTO 1.GS 
ENGINE: 1.0-LITRE 3CYL,68BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:99G/KM/£0 
ECONOMY: 67.3MPG 


EURONCAP:^^^^ 
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CROSSOVER NISSAN QASHQAI 

PRICENEW:£16,895 
MODEL: ISDCIACENTA 

ENGINE: 1.5-LITRE 4CYL,108BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:137G/KM/£130 

ECONOMY: 54.3MPG 

EURONCAP: ★★★★★ 

A MAINSTAY in the UK best-sellers list virtually since its launch 
in 2007, the original Nissan Qashqai was a true game changer, 
setting the blueprint for a host of copycat crossover SUVs and 
becoming extremely popular in the process. If you don’t mind 
passing another one every few minutes, a used 2009 model 
at under £8,000 is all the family car you’ll ever need. 

Equipped with the 1.5-litre dCi engine, it’s far from the 
quickest car, but feedback from Qashqai owners suggests a 
figure close to 50mpg in everyday use is realistic - which, for a 
car with this amount of practicality and comfort, is pretty good. 

Our Driver Power satisfaction survey results through the 
years have also shown that Qashqai drivers are largely very 
satisfied with their car’s build quality and reliability, too. Plus, 
as there are plenty of used models about on dealer forecourts, 
there’s plenty of room for you to haggle fora good price and 
choose one in your preferred colour and specification. Acenta 
trim is mid-range and there’s a version that includes sat-nav. 

PRICE NOW £7,699 2011/11-REG, 51K 



BESTBUYS£5,000-£8,000 

GET PLENTY OF BANG FOR YOUR BUCK WITH THIS CROP OF USED BUYS 




CONVERTIBLE MINI COOPER 


BUSINESS BMW 3 SERIES 


DESIRABILITY wins the day here, because despite 
being even less practical than the MINI hatchback 
and suffering dynamically - both due to losing the 
fixed roof - the Convertible holds its value well. 

If you can live with the minuscule 125-litre boot 
and rear seats that may as well not be there, 
the MINI Convertible Is a fantastic drop-top. 

In this case, petrol versions are preferable - 
the 1.6-litre Cooper is efficient and punchy enough, 
and you won’t have to endure the amplified diesel 
clatter with the roof down, on top of increased wind 
buffeting when the car’s open to the elements. 


PRICE NEW: £15,795 
MODEL: GGNVERTIBLE 1.6 
ENGINE: 1.6-LITRE 4GYL122BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:133G/KM/£13G 
ECONOMY: 49.6MPG 
EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £7,989 2010/60-REG, 33K 
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THE BMW 3 Series has been king of the compact 
executive car class for generations, and the 320d 
is both the best-selling version and best all- 
rounder. Its strong performance seems at odds 
with its outstanding fuel economy - especially 
true of the 68.9mpg EfficientDynamics model. 

A regular in the UK’s top-10 sales charts, a five- 
year-old 3 Series will almost always have high 
mileage, but there are so many to choose from 
that you can be fussy. Pick one with an impeccable 
dealer service history and you should get trouble- 
free, premium motoring well Into six-figure miles. 


PRICENEW:£27,245 
MODEL: 32GD ED 

ENGINE:2.0-LITRE4GYL,161BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:1G9G/KM/£2G 
ECONOMY: 68.9MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £7,850 2010/10-REG, 93K 
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4X4 LAND ROVER FREELANDER 2 


THE Land Rover Freelander 2 has a no-frills, 
utilitarian sort of appeal compared to more 
premium, medium-sized 4x4s like the BMW X3 
and Audi Q5. So while it boasts a roomy interior 
and a supple suspension set-up that makes it 
more comfortable than its German rivals, it can’t 
quite match them for cabin ambience. Plus, 
the 2.2-litre diesel engine isn’t especially 
economical by today’s standards. 

It is, of course, a hugely capable off-roader 
and a well priced used buy, but the Freelander 2 
is also known for patchy reliability. So, check 
the service history carefully before purchasing. 

3 PRICE NOW £7,950 2007/07-REG, 99K 


PRICE NEW: £23,457 
M0DEL:2.2TD4GS 

ENGINE:2.2-LITRE4CYL,157BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:194G/KM/£265 

ECONOMY: 37MPG 

EURONCAP:^^^^^ 



IFyou can look past the slightly humdrum image, 
then the Skoda Octavia is one of the best-value 
family cars money can buy. That’s especially true 
in the used market, with four-year-old examples 
available for city car cash - and with similar 
running costs in the case of the 1.6-litre TDI. 

Mid-spec SE models include all the essentials, 
like air-con and alloy wheels, with VW Group 
parts meaning that reliability is excellent. And if 
anything does go awry, the Octavia won’t be a 
money pit. Plus, the boot has a 580-litre capacity, 
making it as practical as family hatchbacks come. 


PRICE NEW: £17, 24G 
MODEL: 1.6 TDISE 

ENGINE: 1.6-LITRE 4GYL,1G3BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:119G/KM/£3G 
ECONOMY: 62.8MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^ 


JUST a few minutes behind the wheel of a Mazda 
MX-5 is all it takes to understand why it’s one of 
the most popular two-seater sports cars ever 
made. It’s not without its flaws, though, as 
the naturally aspirated 2.0-litre petrol engine 
is very thirsty compared to the latest turbos 
and it’s also about as spacious as a shoebox. 

But this is a car all about the driving experience, 
which is sublime. Less than £8,000 will buy a 
2009 model, which was updated from the 2005 
version with a more modern look and includes 
air-con, remote central locking and a Bose stereo. 


PRICENEW:£17,345 
MODEL: 2.GISE 

ENGINE:2.G-LITRE4GYL,158BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:181G/KM/£225 
ECONOMY: 37.2MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £7,799 2011/11-REG,40K 


a PRICE NOW £7,995 2009/09-REG, 19K 
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C02/R0ADTAX:179G/KM/£225 


ECONOMY: 41, 5MPG 
EURONCAP: ★★★★★ 


U HA| r-DDirc 


ATORQUEY diesel engine, big boot, classy 
interior and impressive list of safety features 
make the V70 a good family estate car - if not 
quite as cavernous as its boxy predecessors. 

It’s comfortable and quick, though, with a 
characterful five-cylinder diesel engine and one 
of the most cosseting driver’s seats around. 

Plus, its impressive kit list includes a powered 
tailgate and leather upholstery. Most at home 
cruising on the motorway, the fro nt-wh eel-drive 
V70 also boasts impressive rear space. Factor in 
its solid build quality and reliable mechanicals, 
and the Volvo will deliver years of faithful service. 


3 PRICE NOW £8,000 2007/57-REG, 85K 


ESTATE VOLVO V70 

PRICENEW:£28,815 
MODEL: D5SE 

ENGINE: 2.4-LITRE 5GYL,182BHP 



BY virtue of its 4.2-litre V8 engine, a 2003 Audi S4 
looks pretty old school now, and it takes a special 
type of commitment to satisfy its demand for super 
unleaded fuel and a £500 annual tax bill. Still, the 
reward is a near-five-second sprint from 0-62mph, 
accompanied by the sort of soundtrack that 
smaller-capacity modern turbos cannot provide. 

It’s also relatively easy to drive quickly due 
to its quattro four-wheel-drive set-up. Add to 
that the build quality we’ve come to expect 
from an Audi, and the S4 is an alluring high- 
performance family car for less than £6,000. 


PRICE NEW: £36,155 

MODEL: S4 

ENGINE:4,2-LITREV8,340BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:322G/KM/£5G0 
ECONOMY: 21.2MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^ 


3 PRICE NOW £5,650 2003/53-REG, 69K 
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SMALL hatchbacks don’t come any better than 
the Ford Fiesta - our Supermini of the Year 
five times over and consistently the UK’s best- 
selling new car. And with a 2012 model in sporty 
Zetec trim priced at a shade below £6,000, 
it’s hard to argue against it as a used buy. 

It’s the blend of day-to-day comfort and brilliant 
driving dynamics that makes the Fiesta such 
a compelling car, and very few owners report 
reliability issues. Low-mileage drivers will find 
the 1.25-litre petrol engine a quiet and punchy 
unit that’s well suited to the Zetec’s character. 


PRICENEW:£12,645 
MODEL: 1.25 ZETEG 

ENGINE: 1.25-LITRE 4GYL,80BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:122G/KM/£110 
ECONOMY: 54MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


3 PRICE NOW £5,995 2G12/12-REG, 27K 
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STILL the bestMPVto drive on the market, the 
Ford S-MAX offers dynamics surprisingly close 
to those of a hatchback half its size. It’s a great- 
looking people carrier, too, avoiding the overly 
boxy look that plagues many cars in its class. 

And, thankfully, none of these qualities comes 
at the expense of space. The Ford is massive 
inside, and the easy-to-operate fold-flat seating 
makes for superb practicality, too. Our pick of 
the engines is the 2.0-litre TDCi diesel - with 
320Nm of torque, it does a great job of hauling 
the bulky S-MAX around, while proving smooth, 
frugal and relatively quiet at all times. 


PRICE NEW: £21,495 
MODELZOTDCIZETEC 
ENGINE: 2.0-LITRE 4CYL,138BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:139G/KM/£130 
ECONOMY: 53.3MPG 
EURONCAP: ★★★★ 


IN the used market, the BMW 7 Series joins 
most other huge executive saloons in being an 
absolute bargain - if you can afford the running 
costs. That’s not just a case of fuel. In fact, the 
39.2mpg 730d will prove marvellously efficient 
in that respect, but the main dealer servicing 
and parts costs will hurt if something goes wrong. 

If you’re prepared for that, the BMW beautifully 
combines luxury and refinement with enjoyable, 
almost nimble, rear-wheel-drive gusto and 
a huge reserve of motorway-crushing torque. 
Later models get even more power and a more 
efficient auto box, but the difference is marginal. 


PRICE NEW: £54,160 
MODEL: 730DSE 

ENGINE: 3,0-LITRE 6GYL,242BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:192G/KM/£265 

ECONOMY: 39.2MPG 

EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £7,495 2010/10-REG,85K 


a PRICE NOW £7,700 2005/54-REG, 85K 



WITH the current Renaultsport Clio taking a step 
backwards dynamically in the quest for more 
refinement, the status of its predecessor moves 
even closer to ‘future classic’. That explains why 
prices remain relatively high for a good, low- 
mileage 2009 model, but also why it’s money 
well spent - as it won’t drop in value at anywhere 
near the rate of the standard supermini. 

The hot Clio is riveting at any speed, while 
retaining all the practicality of lesser models. 
Pound-for-pound, pure driving enjoyment 
doesn’t come at much better value than this. 


PRICE NEW: £15,750 

MODEL: 200 

ENGINE:2, 0-LITRE 40YL,197BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:195G/KM/£265 
ECONOMY: 34, 4MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £8,000 2GG9/G9-REG, 19.5K 



VW GOLF BLUEMOTION 

THE Volkswagen Golf BlueMotion was a 
revelation at launch, as it offered all the 
qualities weVe come to expect from the Golf 
- superb build quality and ambience, space, 
class - but with sub-lOOg/km CO2 emissions. 

What was, and remains, amazing is that 
the BlueMotion is so refined, and will surpass 
60 mpg in daily use without you even trying. 
Standard equipment is relatively sparse, 
however, and expensive options may 
be reflected in the price you pay used. 

a PRICE NOW £ 7,995 2011/61-REa62K 


PRICENEW:£19,430 
MODEL: 1.6TDIBLUEM0TI0N 
ENGINE: 1.6-LITRE 4CYL,104BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:99G/KM/£Q 
ECONOMY: 74.3MPG 
EURONCAP: 
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BESTBUYS£8,000-£11,000 

UP YOUR BUDGET AND SOME VERY DESIRABLE CARS ARE IN REACH 




STYLE AUDI TT COUPE 


HOT HATCH SEAT LEON 


AUDI’S evolutionary styling approach means that 
the second-generation TT hasn’t dated too badly 
with the arrival of the new version. It remains 
one of the classiest coupes on the road. 

Diesel versions are, of course, more economical, 
but the 208bhp 2.0-litre TFSI petrol better suits 
the TT - it’s quieter and makes the car lighter 
at the nose, and therefore slightly more agile. 

The TT’s interior is so wonderfully stylish 
and so well built that a low-mileage, six-year- 
old version for under £11,000 seems a steal - 
and it’s more practical than you might think. 


PRICE NEW: £28,050 

MODELZOTFSISLINE 
ENGINE:2, 0-LITRE 4CYL197BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:183G/KM/e225 
ECONOMY: 36.7MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £10,750 2009/09-REG, 69K 
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TODAY’S SEAT Leon is a very different car to its 
predecessor, much more focused on quality, 
refinement and technology. But the old Leon 
was more involving to drive, plus arguably more 
distinctive to look at, with a uniquely sporty design 
that became synonymous with British Touring Car 
Championship wins at the end of the last decade. 

It serves up an engaging driving experience, 
but the price is an overly firm ride, while the 
quality of the interior plastics leaves a lot to be 
desired. Still, there’s plenty of car in a £9,000 
Leon 2.0-litre TSI - and no shortage of pace, too. 


PRICE NEW: £19,725 

MODEL: 2.0TSIFR 

EN0INE:2.0-LITRE4GYL,208BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:170G/KM/£205 
ECONOMY: 38, 7MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £8,995 2010/59-REG, 67K 
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BUSINESS BMW 5 SERIES 

PRICE NEW: £28,045 
MODEL: 520DSE 

ENGINE:2.0-LITRE4CYL,181BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:129G/KM/£110 
ECONOMY: 57.6MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


THERE’S no better executive saloon than the 5 Series, 
and what makes the 520d remarkable is that it blows 
expectations out of the water: a big four-door car 
powered by a four-cylinder diesel engine shouldn’t be 
anywhere near this quick, quiet, refined or economical. 

It’s great to drive, too, and while it’s not the last word in 
involvement - a long wheelbase and overly light steering 
see to that - its rear-wh eel-drive chassis is certainly 
more engaging than on the Audi A6 or Mercedes E-Class. 

In order to keep a current-generation 5 Series below 
£11,000, you’ll probably have to stick with a six-speed manual 
rather than the popular eight-speed auto box, but the 520d SE 
comes with a generous standard spec: leather upholstery, 
17-inch alloys, dual-zone climate control and a high-resolution 
colour infotainment display linked to BMW’s iDrive control. 

Better still, the cabin is vast, with plenty of head and legroom 
in the back and loads of handy storage. And while the traditional 
four-door saloon body isn’t the most versatile, the 520-litre 
boot is well shaped and there’s a useful split-fold function. 

Quality is superb, as you’d expect - but what you 
wouldn’t expect is to be topping 50mpg with ease, as 
you will do on a daily basis. Only its common-as-muck 
popularity, justified though it is, might put you off. 



CONVERTIBLE SAAB 9-3 


SAAB’S demise has hit used values hard, but 
with a dedicated parts and supply network in 
place in the UK, buyers needn’t worry - and 
they can take advantage of a very reasonably 
priced piece of leftfield premium motoring. 

The 9-3 Convertible has always enjoyed a 
reputation that exceeds its actual ability, but 
fora four-figure sum it’s sensational value. Pace, 
an exaggerated turbo whistle, fresh air and 
styling that’s ageing well more than compensate 
for the slightly lead-footed handling and dated 
cabin. In keeping with the old cliche, buying a 
Saab seems an unusual, yet smart, thing to do. 


PRICENEW:£27,51G 

MODEL: 1.8T LINEAR SE 
ENGINE: 1,8-LITRE 4CYL,148BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:186G/KM/£265 
ECONOMY: 36.2MPG 

EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


3 PRICE NOW £10,999 2010/60-REG, 82K 


3«IC£ NOW £8,980 2011/11-REG,40K 



A PEOPLE carrier of huge proportions, the C4 
Grand Picasso is a fine family-friendly workhorse; 
seven seats, five of which fold flat; three ISOFIX 
fittings in the middle row; a vast glass area and 
high driving position for great visibility; a huge 
boot that extends to almost 2,000 litres. 

The over-soft suspension makes the Grand 
Picasso wallow significantly, while the auto 
lurches through gearchanges. But it’s refined and 
comfortable, while poor residuals mean a three- 
year-old model offers vast space for the price. 
Plus, fuel economy is good in HDi diesel form. 


PRICENEW:£2G,G5G 
MODEL: 1.6HDIVTR 

ENGINE: 1.6-LITRE 4CYL1JGBHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:135G/KM/£13G 

ECONOMY: 54, 3MPG 

EURO NCAP: ★★★★★ 


a PRICE NOW £9,685 2012/12-REa 45K 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 
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4X4 LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 3 


THERE are very few cars as capable overall as the 
Discovery 3, which combines imperious off-road 
ability with enormous practicality, plus day-to- 
day comfort that nudges the luxury class. 

It’s not without flaws, though - our Driver 
Power survey shows that owners generally love 
their Discos, but the car has a patchy reliability 
record. That’s worth considering, as both servicing 
and parts are expensive, and high CO 2 emissions 
make road tax pricey, too. The Disco 4 update in 
late 2009 brought better interior quality, but a well 
specified seven-seat Disco 3 is still a fine used 4x4. 


PRICENEW:£3G,19G 

M0DEL:2.7TDV6GS 

ENGINE:2.7-LITREV6,188BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:244G/KM/£485 
ECONOMY: 3G,7MPG 
EURO NCAP: ★★★★ 


3 PRICE NOW £10,750 2008/08-REG, 93K 
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2008 ACTIVE 

► Alloy Wheels 

► Multi -function colour touchscreen 

► DAB radio ond Bluetooth 

► Air Conditioning 

► PureTech 1*2 VTi: More Power, More Efficient 


PASSPORT PERSONAL LEASE 


2CD8 

ACTIVE 

PER 

MONTH: 


£169 


INCLUDES 

£S00 

contribution 

FROM PEUGEOT 


peuceoTiii. ii iini-itaTAA. Official Fuel Consumption In MPG (L/lOOkm) ond COi emissions (g/km) for the 2006 Range ore: 
tiOSU^iEaiJ Urban 32.1-68 9 (8 8-41), Extra Urbon 54 3-85 6 (5.2-3 3), Combined 43.5-76 3 (6 5-3 7) and CO: 150-96 (97km) 

HPG fl'giuni ore aehitvtd undir ofridal C.U tflii wndiuonij btsndkd os a {]uids for comptmitiw purpoiti only and may noi FtflecL actual or -thi road driviny oondlt^ni Tirrm and ctHidiUoni apply^ ponictpaUny dtaltn orly 
or visit p«UQ«Ot W uk Tip flnanc* tfomr l4aS4^pun;1^0S« wn may InfrodMa you W O Umltad numW of l«nd*r* *Pasf port Porsofiot I *0M A giMrontM fTMjy b* r«oul/*d Ow 1 8s 0>vly WrlHon quotations Otfollabls on mquiwt irom 
Unanclol Strvicn^ Quodrant Hpusc PrInctK Way, HodhUi, RMl IQA EMOmptt bOHd Q" th* 2009 Actlv* PurtToch 1 2 V^l Including pucrtasctnt potnl, customtr Initial poym«nt £3,39], fSOO Pauyaot Joltlol paymant 
comribullon and optitmal rinol [Hiy mtnt 37 monthly poyments [»yaMe Annual ir looya 6,000 iriitas Ejkiis milAogt chargii may apply f ehoosa to my thw opt^^rwi TiinaL pay mcnt, you can pay a n annual payment 

•qiitlvotant to on* of your monthly paym*nts but wHllE not own th* cor Own«rshlp l« posslW* whh Passport. «*= your D«al«r for dMqlls P*uy*Ot Motor CompoPy Pie I? acting as o Cfi*dH brak*r and Is not a i«nd*r 0#f#ri apply to 
v«hlcl«s ordtrod by 31st Morvh 301$ Visit pougtoi CO uk idr full l»rmi and condltlant lnforinotlon£orrtctatdm*oteolngtioar*it 
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Bargain buys 



LUXURY MERC S-CLASS 


PRICENEW:£55,595 


MODEL: S320 GDI 

ENGINE:3.0-LITREV6,231BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:220G/KM/£285 


ECONOMY: 33.6MPG 

EURONCAP: ★★★★★ 


THE Mercedes S-Class is no match for its BMW 
7 Series arch rival along a twisting back road, 
but in the rarefied luxury car market, handling 
fun is much less important than refinement 
and comfort. And from the passenger seats, 
the Mercedes has the edge. Even though 
you’ll be looking at the previous-generation 
version in this price bracket, no luxury saloon 
this side of a Rolls-Royce rides with the 
unflustered comfort of an S-Class. 

While buyers shopping for a second- 
hand limousine like this will be taking on 
potentially huge servicing and parts bills. 


an 06-plate example will already have done 
the vast majority of its depreciating, so you 
can gain from someone else’s financial pain. 

Plus, the fuel costs for the 3.0-litre engine are 
manageable - making an £11,000 S-Class a lot 
of luxury for little cash. And as a safety pioneer, 
including tech like self-drying brake discs, it’s 
a comforting family car in more ways than one. 

□ PRICE NOW £10,750 2008/08-REG, 66K 
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CROSSOVER HYUNDAI 1X35 


FAMILY SKODA SUPERB 


THE ix35 is a solid, competent crack at the 
lucrative crossover SUV market by Hyundai. 

It’s spacious inside and the four-wheel drive only 
2.0-litre CRDi model has plenty of pulling power 
- 4x4 versions of the ix35 are preferable to 
front-wheel-drive cars for their added traction. 

Cabin quality is standard for the class, but it’s 
a little bland overall and doesn’t sparkle in a 
competitive sector. Still, what it does have is value 
on its side - under £8,500 for a 10-plate model is 
excellent. You might even find an example with 
the balance of its five-year manufacturer warranty. 


PRICE NEW: £21, 9G5 
MODEL: 2.G CRDI STYLE [4WD] 
ENGINE: 2, G-LITRE4CYL134BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:149G/KM/£145 

ECONOMY: 49.6MPG 

EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


THE current Skoda Superb was a genuine surprise, 
moving away from the ‘bigger Octavia’ flavour of 
its predecessor and up in class to trouble the 
executive market. Beautifully built and refined 
as well as offering limo-like rear seat space, 
the Superb is a fantastic value used buy. 

A three-year-old example at £10,000 will feel 
every bit the modern premium car, albeit in a plain 
sort of way, while its VW Group 2.0 TDI engine 
is both effortlessly punchy and frugal. The twin- 
hinged boot is gimmicky, but gives the Superb’s 
huge 595-litre luggage space added practicality. 


PRICENEW:£21,635 

MODELZGTDISE 

ENGINE:2.G-LITRE4CYL,138BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:143G/KM/£145 
ECONOMY: 52.3MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £8,489 2010/10-REG,60K 


a PRICE NOW £10,000 2G12/12-REG, 48K 
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ESTATE VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT 


PERFORMANCE SUBARU IMPREZA 


IT’S not exactly exciting, but the VW Passat very 
nicely bridges the gap between common or 
garden estate cars and those in the premium 
class. Quality comfortably falls into the latter 
category, and heavy motorway users will find 
over 60mpg economy regularly attainable with 
the refined and punchy 2.0-litre TDI engine. 

The Passat estate is preferable to the saloon 
because of its practicality advantage, with the 
1,731-litre total luggage capacity one of the 
biggest in the class. Rivals, not least the Ford 
Mondeo Estate, are more involving to drive, but 
none offers the classy simplicity of the Passat. 


PRICE NEW: £23,375 
MODELZOTDISEBLUEMOTION 
ENGINE: 2,0-LITRE 4CYL,138BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:120G/KM/£30 
ECONOMY: 61.4MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


THERE are lots of issues to address before a 2006 
Impreza WRX STi makes sense: can you live with 
the jarring ride quality and astronomical thirst 
for fuel? Do the traditional hatchback shape and 
lack of a huge rear spoiler offend you? Do you 
like hard interior plastics? Deal with all that, 
and there’s immense fun to be had behind 
the wheel of this unbelievably grippy and 
rapid hatch - all for less than five figures. 

More importantly, performance is accessible 
whatever the weather. News of failing pistons 
blighted this version, although Subaru says 
well cared for cars shouldn’t be problematic. 


PRICE NEW: £27,590 

MODEL: WRX STI 

ENGINE:2.5-LITRE4GYL,295BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:243G/KM/£485 

ECONOMY: 27.4MPG 

EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £9,000 2012/61-REG,77K 


a PRICE NOW £9,995 2008/08-REG, 66K 



FUN LOTUS ELISE 


THERE aren’t many cars capable of dishing up a 
driving experience as visceral and enjoyable as 
the Lotus Elise’s. A near-handmade production 
method means the car doesn’t have the same 
interior build quality as a Porsche Cayman, but 
well documented engineering heritage equates 
to world-class dynamics - so trim imperfections 
here and there shouldn’t matter too much. 

The current Series 2 Elise is 14 years old, so 
you can get a 2002 example with the revvy (and 
now discontinued) 1.8-litre Rover K Series engine 
for supermini cash - and it still looks modern. 


PRICE NEW: £25,995 
MODEL: 1.8 ms 

ENGINE: 1.8-LITRE 4GYL,158BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:163G/KM/£180 
ECONOMY: 40.9MPG 
EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £1 1,000 2002/02-REG, 66K 



GREEN CHOICE CUTTING YOUR BILLS 


NISSAN LEAF 

THE Nissan Leaf wasn’t the UK’s first electric 
car, but for many it was the first viable option. 

With its 100-mile battery range, seating for 
four adults, large boot and ^normal’ looks, it’s 
a surprisingly sensible short-haul choice, and 
a sub-£l 0,000 used price adds to the appeal. 

It’s also good to drive, with brisk pace, 
composed handling and decent refinement. 
Only the firm low-speed ride lets it down, but 
it’s no worse than most eco diesels. All models 
are well equipped, plus it’s dirt cheap to run. 

a PRICE NOW £9,495 2011/11-REa 18K 


PRICENEW:£26,490 
MODEL: LEAEVISIA5DR 

DRIVETRAIN:107BHP 

ELEGTRIG MOTOR 

C02/R0ADTAX:0G/KM/£0 


EURONCAP: 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 
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RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE MEDIANAV 1.2 16V 75 

• Touchscreen navigation 9 16" aiioy wheeis • 4-year warranty^ 

SEDUCTiVE OFFERS FROM £159 PER MONTH 

WiTH £1 ,500 DEPOSiT CONTRiBUTiON* AND 3 YEARS’ SERViCE PACKAGE £1 99** UNTiL 31 MARCH 


48 monthly payments of 

£159 

Total amount of credit 

£10,705 

Total amount payable 

£15,678 

Customer deposit 

£1,290^ 

Finance facility fee 

£99 

Duration (months) 

49 

Cash price 

£13, 495 ' 

Optional final payment 

£5,008 

Fixed interest rate p.a. 

6.12% 

Dealer deposit contribution 

£1,500 

Option to purchase fee 

£149 

6.9% APR representative 

^ 1 



The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the car shown are: urban 40.4 (7); extra-urban 60.1 (4.7); 
combined 51.4 (5.5). The official CO 2 emissions are 127g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment 
figures. Fuel consumption and CO 2 may vary according to driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

Finance provided by RCI Financial Services Limited, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. You must be at least 18 and a 
UK resident (excluding the Isle of Man and Channel Islands). Terms and conditions apply. Our dealership introduces customers to a limited number of financial providers including 
RCI Financial Services Ltd. Offer based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Offers cannot be used with other schemes or finance offers and are 
available on featured new vehicle when ordered and registered between 3 February 2015 and 31 March 2015. Participating dealers only. *Deposit contribution shown is 
available to new Renault Finance customers when taking Renault Finance on Renault Clio (excluding Clio Expression). Clio shown has optional Flame Red Renault i d. 
metallic paint, available at £595. fFour-year warranty applies to new vehicles when ordered from a UK Renault-approved dealer. Warranty up to 4 years/100,000 miles (whichever 
comes first). For full warranty terms and conditions visit www.renault.co.uk/warranty **Service package available at £199 when the vehicle is ordered and registered by 31 March 
2015. Visit renault.co.uk/servicepackage 





STYLE PEUGEOT RCZ 

PRICENEW:£23,560 

M0DEL:RCZGTTHP156 _ 

ENGINE: 1.6-LITRE 4CYL,156BHP 

CO 2 /ROADTAX: 159G/KM/2180 

ECONOMY: 44, 1MPG 
EURONCAP:N/A 


WHEN it was first unveiled way back in 2009, few people 
believed that Peugeot’s 308-based RCZ could really 
back up its head-turning styling with an equally 
striking driving experience. But it does. 

It’s not the quickest coupe money can buy, while the 
driving position could do with a little more adjustment. 

Plus, as is usually the case with this sort of car, the 
rear bench should be regarded more as a parcel 
shelf than genuine seating for two passengers. 

There’s a range of petrol and diesel engines 
to choose from, and even though the 1.6-litre THP 
turbocharged petrol version delivers a modest power 
output ofl56bhp, the RCZ is never less than pure theatre 
- from the distinctive ‘double-bubble’ roof to the sound 
actuator that boosts the exhaust note. Finally, it’s not 
an Audi TT, which for many potential buyers looking 
to stand out from the crowd is likely to be a positive. 

PRICE NOW £1 1,470 2011/11-REG, 24K 

BEST BUYS £11,000-£15, 000 

FOR FIVE FIGURES, YOU CAN GET A COOL SPORTS CAR OR CLASSY MPV 





CONVERTIBLE AUDI A5 CABRIOLET 


MPV SEAT ALHAMBRA 


WHEN it comes to drop-top desirability on a budget, 
the sleek A5 cabrio takes some beating. Not only 
does it look good and boast impeccable quality, 
but the fabric roof matches folding hard-top rivals 
for refinement without sacrificing boot space. 

Unlike the Coupe and Sportback ranges, in 
which diesels are dominant, a petrol engine is 
preferable in the Cabriolet - and the punchy and 
frugal 1.8-litre TFSI is the best. The Audi is less fun 
to drive than a BMW 3 Series, but it’s composed 
and comfortable. Its well built cabin is also 
surprisingly practical, plus has all the essential kit. 


PRICE NEW: £28,915 

M0DEL:A5GABRI0LET1.8TFSI 
ENGINE: 1.8-LITRE 4GYL158BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:164G/KM/£180 
ECONOMY: 40MPG 
EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £13,495 2011/61-REG, 28K 
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MULTIPLE winner of the Best MPV crown at the 
Auto Express New Car Awards, the Alhambra is 
a shining example of howVW Group platform 
sharing works to give buyers the best deal. It’s 
identical to the VW Sharan, but cheaper - and 
because it’s a SEAT it depreciates a little more 
heavily, making it a cracking used buy. 

It’s not as spirited to drive as Ford’s S-MAX, 
but its sliding side doors and cavernous interior 
will make a genuine difference to growing families. 
Available with some of the bestTDI diesels in the 
business, the Alhambra’s also cost-effective. 


PRICENEW:£26,915 

MODEL: ALHAMBRA2.0TDISDSG 
ENGINE:2.0-LITRE4GYL,138BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:149G/KM/£145 
ECONOMY: 49.6MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £12,990 2011/11-REG, 66K 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 
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HOT HATCH REN'SPORT MEGANE 


ONE of the best-handling hot hatches ever, the 
Renaultsport Megane 250 makes every journey 
an event to savour. Yet while it may be a family 
hatch by name, this is not a car for those who 
value their children’s comfort first and foremost - 
the ride on Cup models is firm, while all versions 
have a noisy engine and the three-door-only 
layout results in a cramped rear compartment. 

The turbocharged engine produces 340Nm 
of torque in the mid-range, so this hot hatch 
feels scorchingly quick, and is a head-turner, 
too. Look for a car with low miles, a full service 
history and no evidence of thrashing. 

3 PRICE NOW £1 1,995 2011/11-REa38K 


PRICE NEW: £27,390 

MODEL: RENAULTSP0RTMEGANE250 
ENGINE:2, 0-LITRE 4CYL,247BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:195G/KM/£265 

ECONOMY: 33.6MPG 

EURONCAP:^^^^^ 



ESTATE MERCEDES E-CLASS 


WHILE the E-Class doesn’t have the dynamic 
character of the BMW 5 Series, it’s a typical 
Mercedes in terms of its build quality and high- 
speed comfort and refinement. Also, as with the 
traditional Merc estates, the 2010 model trades 
on having a huge cargo area that dwarfs those 
of its rivals, including practical flourishes such 
as an electric tailgate and seven-seat option. 

The E250 CDI diesel packs a 500Nm punch, 
which is great for hauling a full load, and can do 
50mpg-plus. Even better, the robust cabin easily 
copes with the rough and tumble of family life. 


PRICE NEW: £33,555 
MODEL: E250CDISE 

ENGINE:2.2-LITRE4CYL,201BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:136G/KM/£130 
ECONOMY: 54MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £ 13,990 2010/10-REG,71K 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 
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FUN BMW Z4 


AS the Z4 M Roadster was made for only two 
years, it’s now a fairly rare sight on the road, yet 
prices have dropped to a third of their original 
level. This makes the BMW a very cheap way to get 
into the five-second 0-62mph club. You’ll pay day- 
to-day, though, with real-life economy unlikely to 
exceed the high teens, as well as serious servicing 
and parts costs for the M Division-tuned engine. 

Yet as the M Roadster was engineered with 
driving fun in mind, the howling straight-six, 
nimble handling and wind-in-the-hair thrills should 
distract you from the running costs and firm ride. 


PRICENEW:£43,402 

MODEL: Z4M ROADSTER 
ENGINE: 3.2-LITRE 6CYL,338BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:292G/KM/£500 
ECONOMY: 23.3MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^ 


3 PRICE NOW £15,000 2007/07-REG, 45K 
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CROSSOVER 
SKODA YETI 

PRICENEW:£22,625 

MODEL: YETI2.0TDn404X4ELEGANCE 

ENGINE:2.0-LITRE4CYL,138BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:157G/KM/£180 

ECONOMY: 47.1MPG 

EURONCAP:^^^^^ 
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IF you want the ultimate in family car versatility, 
look no further than the Skoda Yeti. With its rugged 
exterior styling, spacious cabin and robust build 
quality, it’s every bit as desirable as it is dependable. 
Plus, if you go for the 4x4 version, you’ll get all- 
weather ability thrown into the bargain. 

The 138bhp 2.0-litre TDI isn’t the last word in 
refinement, but it’s quiet on the motorway and 
efficient, too, making it a preferable choice if you’re 


covering big miles. Yet its docile nature and strong 
torque make it a doddle to drive around town. 

A 2011 Yeti is a pre-facelift car, meaning it doesn’t 
get the latest looks, but its blend of space, versatility, 
quality and a wonderfully dynamic driving experience 
(at odds with the car’s size and shape) adds up to the 
best family crossover SUV there is, pound-for-pound. 

Elegance is the top-of-the-line specification, so 
it comes with full leather upholstery, as well as 


heated front seats, parking sensors and Bluetooth 
connectivity. There’s also a touchscreen infotainment 
system, plus xenon lights and alloy wheels. 

And with our annual Driver Power satisfaction 
survey making it emphatically clear that owners 
love theirYetis, on the second-hand market it’s quite 
simply one of the best family cars money can buy. 

□ PRICE NOW £1 1,295 2011/61-REG, 75K 




PERFORMANCE PORSCHE CAYMAN 


LUXURY VW PHAETON 


WITH prices of the earliest Cayman S models 
coming down into mid-level supermini territory, 
a Porsche that some people regard as a better 
balanced - and therefore more enjoyable - sports 
carthan the 911 is phenomenal value. Its grip and 
steering are the stuff of endless superlatives, and 
while comfort wasn’t a priority for the brand’s 
engineers, the ride is not back-breaking. 

The Cayman doesn’t have much standard kit, 
and some of the early switchgear looks and feels 
low-rent now, but if you’re after driver engagement 
above all else, you’ll live with those things. 


PRICE NEW: £44, 25G 

M0DEL:CAYMAN3.4S 

ENGINE: 3.4-LITRE ELAT-SIX, 291BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:254G/KM/£485 
ECONOMY: 26.6MPG 
EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £13,500 2006/55-REG, 61K 
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IT’S a long-standing car industry cliche to open 
up any discussion about the Volkswagen Phaeton 
by referring to it as “the best-value used car ever 
made”, owing to its staggering depreciation. 

And while that’s only partly true (all luxury cars 
depreciate heavily), it’s telling that a Golf GTI 
of similar age will cost about the same. 

Yet what really impresses is the Phaeton’s superb 
engineering. VW spared no expense in making one 
of the world’s best luxury cars, and this big saloon 
oozes quality. Look past the mainstream badge; 
it’s one of the big car bargains of the decade. 


PRICE NEW: £42,757 

M0DEL:PHAETGN3.GV6TDI4MGTIGN 
ENGINE: 3.G-LITRE6CYL,221BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:259G/KM/£5GG 
ECONOMY: 29, 4MPG 
EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £14,500 2G1G/1G-REG, 54K 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 
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BUSINESS JAGUAR XF 


4X4 VOLKSWAGEN TOUAREG 


ANNUAL sales oftheXFhave climbed every year 
since its launch, and it’s not hard to see why. 
The Jaguar has a top-quality cabin with a touch 
of theatre - such as the revolving air vents on 
start-up - and it focuses on refinement rather 
than driving fun, making even the 2.2-litre 
diesel a quiet long-distance companion. 

With 187bhp this is a fairly quick machine, 
but it’s cheap to insure and run. Be aware, 
though, that the SE doesn’t include satellite 
navigation - vital in this market sector - so 
it may be worth spending a little more money 
on an SE Business model, which does. 


PRICE NEW: £30,950 
M0DEL:XF2.2DSE 

ENGINE:2.2-LITRE4CYL,187BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:149G/KM/£145 

ECONOMY: 52.3MPG 


IN many ways the Touareg springs no surprises, 
because it has all the virtues of any other VW: 
logical cabin layout, top-notch quality, great 
refinement and a slightly bland personality. Yet 
this is VW at its most comforting best, and one 
of the most understated bigSUVs on the road. 

If that appeals, then £14,000 for so much 
Impressive engineering and ability is money 
well spent. Compared to updated versions, this 
Touareg’s cabin is a little fussy, and its older 
V6 TDI is jarringly uneconomical, but buyer 
prudence will find a good, low-mileage example 
that shouldn’t prove too expensive to maintain. 


PRICE NEW: £35,145 

MODEL: T0UAREG3.0V6TDIAUT0 
ENGINE: 3,0-LITRE V6,236BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:196G/KM/£265 
ECONOMY: 38.2MPG 

EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £14,990 2011/61-REG, 75K 


a PRICE NOW £14,000 2010/59-REG, 77K 



FAMILY KIA OPTIMA 


THE Kia Optima pulls off the unique trick of being 
a stand-out car without standing out in anyone 
area. It looks good and is rare on UK roads - 
but that’s because it’s not a huge-seller - 
and it matches rather than exceeds the 
standards set by the class-leading saloons. 

There’s loads of kit in mid-spec 2 Luxe trim, 
though, including 18-inch alloys, dual-zone 
climate control plus auto wipers and lights. At 
this price you’ll feel like you’ve got your money’s 
worth, especially given its interior space and 
seven-year warranty. It’s cheap to run, too. 


PRICE NEW: £21,695 
MODEL: OPTIMA 1.7 CRDI 2 LUXE 
ENGINE: 1,7-LITRE 4CYL,134BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:128G/KM/£110 
ECONOMY: 57,6MPG 
EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £10,500 2G12/12-REG,35K 



R BILLS 


THE Ampera blends futuristic looks inside and 
out with a petrol-electric drivetrain that uses a 
1.4-litre engine as a generator for an electric 
motor, rather than to drive the wheels. 

It makes for an odd experience where 
engine speed doesn’t correlate to road speed 
- but it also equates to 235.4mpg. Even after 
the £5,000 EV grant it’s costly new, however, 
so at less than half price it’s a much better 
prospect used. Some will prefer a conventional 
diesel, but this is still a good-value choice. 

3 PRICE NOW £14,995 2012/12-REa 19K 


PRICENEW:£35,495 
MODEL: AMPERA ELECTRON 


ENGINE: 148BHP ELECTRIC 
M0T0R/1.4-LITRE4CYL,84BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:27G/KM/£0 
ECONOMY: 235,4MPG 


EURONCAP: 


VAUXHALL AMPERA 
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BUSINESS AUDI A6 

PRICENEW:£30,145 

MODELZOTDISE 

EI\IGII\IE:2.0-LITRE 4CYL TURBODIESEL, 175BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:129G/KM/ei10 
ECONOMY: 57.6MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


COMPETITION is fierce in the large executive saloon 
market, where high CO 2 emissions figures can mean big 
company car tax bills. But as subtly revised models replace 
yesterday’s fleet favourites, private buyers looking to pick 
up a bargain can turn to used German four-door cars as 
a cheap and cheerful way into premium motoring. 

Audi’s current A6 is a strong performer, serving up a 
cost-effective mixof power and efficiency. The 175bhp 
2.0 TDI engine is punchy yet refined for a four-cylinder, while 
CO 2 emissions of 1 29g/km mean it will cost £100 to tax. 

This A6 has been on sale for four years now with minimal 
changes, so you’ll get a decent level of equipment suited to 
business users - especially the intuitive MMI multimedia 
interface controlled by a central rotary dial. The cavernous 
interior feels upmarket and refined, and is comfortable 
for long journeys. Just watch out for cars with rock-hard 
S line suspension - SE-spec versions ride better. 

PRICE NOW £15,000 2011/61-REG, 47K 



BEST BUYS £15.000-£20, 000 



AT THIS PRICE, TOP EXECS TO SPORTS CAR LEGENDS ARE WITHIN REACH 


4X4 BMW X5 


LUXURY JAGUAR XJ 


THE BMW X5 has always been an SUV that 
aims to deliver a thrilling driving experience. 
There’s plenty of grip and superb body control, 
giving it a planted feel through corners, and 
even on standard road tyres there’s enough 
in the way of rugged ability for most needs. 

The interior is slick - helped by an improved 
iDrive system and a large colour multimedia 
screen - and we found a 2010 X5 30d SE for 
£18,700. It’s the pick of the range, with BMW’s 
silky-smooth 3.0-litre turbodiesel delivering lots of 
low-down torque and reasonable running costs. 


PRICE NEW: £43, 98G 
MODEL: XDRIVE3GDSE 

ENGINE: 3, G-LITRE6CYL 
TURBGDIESEL,241BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:195G/KM/£265 
ECONOMY: 38.2MPG 

EURONCAP:^^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £18,700 2010/10-REG, 73K 
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AFTER years of jaguar’s traditional design 
language, the current X] marked a big styling 
departure for the brand, with the flagship 
model shaking off the country club image 
and trading it fora modern, vodka bar vibe. 

The 3.0-litre diesel Premium Luxury model is 
our pick of the range thanks to its cocooning cabin 
and nimble chassis. The ride is on the sporty side, 
but it’s still comfortable, and thanks to the plush 
interior, you’re left feeling fresh after every journey. 
With the potential to return 41mpg and go from 
0-60mph in 6.4 seconds, the V6 engine is a star. 


PRICENEW:£38,6GG 

MODEL: 3.GD PREMIUM LUXURY 

ENGINE:3.G-LITREV6 

TURBGDIESEL,271BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:189G/KM/£265 

ECONOMY: 41.2MPG 

EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £19,950 2010/10-REG, 78K 
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FUN PORSCHE 911 


PORSCHE’S 911 has ruled the sports car roost 
foryears, and despite challenges from Audi and 
Aston Martin, the rear-engined legend has always 
emerged on top. With prices of 997-generation 
models now below £20,000, the more powerful 
911 Carrera S is an affordable, iconic sports car. 

Porsche’s flat-six engine churns out 355bhp, 
which makes for a 0-60mph sprint time of 4.8 
seconds. There’s the option of four-wheel drive 
for all-weather security, but the rear-driven car is 
purer with a delicious steering feel and a pointy 
front end. Both are equally fun, though, and 
available for the price of a new family hatch. 

3 PRICE NOW £19,990 2005/55-REG, 79K 


PRICE NEW: £69,900 

MODEL: CARRERAS 

ENGINE: 3,8-LITRE FLAT-SIX, 355BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:283G/KM/£500 
ECONOMY: 24.5MPG 

EURONCAP:N/A 



HOT HATCH VOLKSWAGEN GOLF R 


THE ultra hot hatch is a recent phenomenon that 
has manufacturers cramming more power and 
technology into their regular, everyday family 
cars. The VW Golf R arguably started that craze. 

But with more power and a heavy four-wheel- 
drive system, the R lost a little bit of the cheaper 
GTI’s finesse. Still, there’s massive all-weather 
potential on offer here, and with the solid 
interior of the Mk6 Golf brought to life by a 
few racier touches, this will be a docile car for 
the school run but a thrill on typical British 
B-roads at around half of its original price. 


PRICE NEW: £30,345 
MODEL: GOLF R 

ENGINE: 2.0-LITRE 
4CYL TURBO, 267BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:199G/KM/£265 

ECONOMY: 33.2MPG 


a PRICE NOW £15,800 2010/10-REG,39K 



THE GREEN CHOICE 


LUXURY hybrid cars don’t need to cost the 
earth, as the Lexus RX 450h proves. It was 
the first premium hybrid SUV on sale, and 
early third-generation cars have now lost 
more than half of their value. We found 
a 69,000-mile SE-spec car for £18,995. 

Compared to modern hybrids, the RX’s 
1.2-mile electric-only range is poor and its 
446-litre boot small, but what you do get for 
a good price are low running costs, generous 
standard equipment and excellent refinement. 

3 PRICE NOW £18,995 2009/59-REG, 69K 


PRICENEW:£41,600 
MODEL: 400HSE 

ENGINE: 3.5-LITRE V6 
PETROL-ELECTRIC, 295BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:148G/KM/£145 


EURONCAP:N/A 


LEXUS RX 450H 
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COUPE BMW 6 SERIES 


PRICE NEW: £62,080 
MODEL: 6400 

ENGINE: 3,0-LITRE 6CYL,309BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:143G/KM/£145 
ECONOMY: 54, 3MPG 
EURONCAP:N/A 


BUYING a diesel coupe 
doesn’t mean you have 
to compromise when it 
comes to performance, 
as the BMW 640d proves. 

Surprisingly, it’s actually 
faster in the sprint from 
0-60mph than its 640i 
petrol equivalent, thanks 

to the massive 630Nm peak torque output that’s available 
low down in the rev range, from a mere l,500rpm. 

If the diesel model beats the petrol car for performance, it 
positively annihilates its stablemate for fuel economy. BMW 
claims that the 640d will return up to 54.3mpg, while the 640i 
can muster only 38.2mpg - and with CO 2 emissions as low 
as 143g/km, it’ll be £80 a year cheaper to tax. 

Values of BMW’s sleek four-seat coupe have steadily fallen 
away, to the point where entry into a big, premium, German 
two-door such as the 640d is now incredibly affordable. We 
spotted a 2012 model for sale with only 23,000 miles on the 
clock for £29,890. This is towards the top end of this price 
range, but with a new car costing £63,130, and boasting 
a fair amount of equipment as standard, the 640d coupe 
represents a lot of flash for not much cash. 


PRICE NOW £29,890 2012/12-REG, 23K 



BEST BUYS £20,000-£30,000 

AT THIS PRICE, SOME OF THE FINEST CARS IN THE WORLD CAN BE YOURS 




4X4 RANGE ROVER SPORT 


PERFORMANCE MERCEDES SLK 


IFyou like your SUVs with a little more style than 
the norm, the Range Rover Sport is about the best 
there is. We found some great-value facelifted cars 
on sale second-hand for less than £27,000, all 
with the desirable TDV6 diesel. 

This engine gives more than enough power for 
day-to-day use, and economy is fair at 33.2mpg, 
although expect closer to the mid-20s on average. 
It might not be quite as good off-road as the regular 
Range Rover, but on tarmac the Sport feels that bit 
more responsive. Better still, it boasts similar 
towing capacity and just as much refinement. 


PRICE NEW: £53,995 

M0DEL:SP0RT3,0TDV6HSE 
ENGINE:3,0-LITREV6DIESEL,208BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:224G/KM/£285 
ECONOMY: 33,2MPG 
EURONCAP:N/A 


BIG engines shoehorned into small cars often 
dominate the driving experience, and the 
Mercedes SLK 55 AMG two-seater convertible 
is no different. The snarling 355bhp 5.4-litre V8 
engine will push the roadster from 0-60mph in 
4.8 seconds. It sounds glorious, too. 

The AMG is about more than mere performance, 
however. It has a reasonable-sized boot, while 
the seven-speed automatic gearbox gives great 
cruising potential as well, hampered only by the 
23.5mpg average economy. Expect less around 
town or if you’re using all the performance. 


PRICENEW:£51,585 

M0DEL:SLK55AMG 

ENGINE: 5.4-LITRE V8,355BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:288G/KM/£500 
ECONOMY: 23.5MPG 
EURONCAP:^^^^ 


a PRICE NOW £26,667 2011/60-REG, 45K 


a PRICE NOW £24,950 2009/59-REG, 25K 


68 Special Issue 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 





Bargainbuvs^^f HranFSU 



LUXURY BENTLEY FLYING SPUR 


LUXURY cars don’t all come with six-figure 
price tags - buying second-hand is the smart, 
affordable way to avoid huge depreciation 
and get into a premium car for little more 
than the price of a diesel family saloon. 

Take the Bentley Flying Spur; it’s more than 
£100,000 new, but you can now pick up this 
prestige limo for a touch more than a top-spec 
Ford Mondeo. Averaging 16mpg, it’ll cost 
significantly more than a family saloon to run, 
but you’re getting a silky 6.0-litre W1 2 and 
imperious refinement, plus plenty of handcrafted 
luxury, for around a quarter of its original price. 

3 PRICE NOW £28,999 2005/05-REG, 49K 


PRICE NEW: £115,000 
MODEL: FLYINGSPUR 

ENGINE: 6,0-LITRE W12,552BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:423G/KM/£500 

ECONOMY: 16.0MPG 

EURONCAP:N/A 



CONVERTIBLE JAGUAR XK 


CONVERTIBLE motoring can be a thrill, but it’s 
even better when there’s a beautiful soundtrack 
- and few drop-tops sound better than this Jag. 

Newerversions of the supercharged XKR are out 
of reach if you have £30,000 to spend, but this’ll 
buy a 5.0-litre V8 XK. The roaring engine gives a 
delicious soundtrack, yet the compliant ride, hide 
trim and well insulated drop-top make it a great 
long-distance cruiser. Beware of minor drawbacks, 
however, including the small, awkwardly shaped 
boot and ageing cabin. On the plus side, tried- 
and-tested mechanicals should give no trouble. 


PRICE NEW: £62,500 

MODEL: XK 

ENGINE: 5,0-LITRE V8,380BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:264G/KM/£500 
ECONOMY: 25,2MPG 
EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £29,000 2010/10-REG,30K 



MERCEDES E-CU\SS HYBRID 


THE E300 Hybrid hasn’t long been on sale, but 
with used cars fetching £17,000 less than list 
you can now a make a sizeable saving on one 
of the most refined, efficient hybrids around. 

The car we found had done 31,000 miles, 
yet the E-Class’s cabin is hard-wearing and 
the mechanicals proven. The diesel/electric 
powerplant serves up decent performance: 
228bhp means 0-60mph in 7.5 seconds, so 
it’s an efficient, premium saloon that’s cheap 
to run but doesn’t require daily compromises. 

□ PRICE NOW £22,900 2012/62-REG, 31K 


PRICE NEW: £39,645 
MODEL: E300 HYBRID 

ENGINE:2,1-LITRE4CYL 
DIESEL-ELECTRIC, 228BHP 

C02/ROADTAX:107G/KM/£20 
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BEST BUYS £30, 000-PLUS 

BLOW THE BUDGET, AND SOME TRULY AMAZING CARS CAN BE YOURS 




PERFORMANCE AUDI R8 


COUPE ASTON MARTIN DBO 


FOR years Aston Martin has been voted the 
coolest brand in the car world, thanks in part to 
the DB9. The gorgeous coupe marries a burbling 
VI 2 to a smooth automatic box and a cosseting 
interior to give huge continent-crossing potential. 

In the 11 years it’s been around, the styling may 
not have changed much, but the DB9 has been 
gradually updated, giving it more power and 
sharper handling. Of course, Aston ownership 
isn’t cheap - £65,000 will buy you a 2010 model 
- although many DB9s are only used as weekend 
cars, so few will have covered serious mileage. 


PRICE NEW: £122,445 
MODEL: DB9 

ENGINE:6,0-LITREV12,470BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:368G/KM/£500 
ECONOMY: 19.3MPG 
EURONCAP: N/A 


a PRICE NOW £64,495 2010/10-REG 18K 
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THE R8 was Audi’s first attempt at cracking the 
supercar class, and a hostile shot across the 
bows of the Porsche 911. It combines the brand’s 
traditional immaculate build quality with a touch 
more design flair and driver engagement. 

Around £60,000 will buy you an R8 VIO, but 
£40,000 will get you the keys to the equally 
desirable V8. You’ll never tire of the 414bhp 
4.2-litre engine’s noise and performance, while 
the four-wheel-drive chassis delivers entertaining 
handling. The R8 is also usable every day, with 
good visibility and a decent-sized boot. 


PRICENEW:£78,195 

M0DEL:R8V8 

ENGINE:4.2-LITREV8,414BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:349G/KM/£500 
ECONOMY: 19, 3MPG 
EURONCAP: N/A 


a PRICE NOW £39,995 2008/57-REG, 75K 
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4X4 RANGE ROVER 

PRICENEW:£84,320 

MODEL: TDV8AUT0BI0GRAPHY 

ENGINE: 3.8-LITRE V6 DIESEL, 309BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:253G/KM/e500 

ECONOMY: 30.1MPG 

EORONCAP:^^^^ 


WHAT if we said you could have all the luxury, refinement 
and off-road ability of a Range Rover that’s barely four years 
old for less than £40,000? You’d barely believe us - and we 
could hardly believe it until we checked the price guides! 

The arrival of the current-generation Range Rover late 
in 2012 has hit second-hand values of the previous car, 
and it means the market is awash with attractively priced 
low-mileage models - like the Autobiography we spotted. 

Last-of-the-line TDV8 versions such as this are now 
hovering around half of their original list price, and they’re 
the pick of the line-up, with the lovely, smooth 309bhp 3.8-litre 
diesel engine delivering effortless power. By comparison, a 
brand new Range Rover SDV8 Vogue costs £80,850. 

Expect lots of equipment in that sumptuous interior, 
and you’ll never fail to be impressed by how a car that rivals 
a Mercedes S-Class for luxury can take the most challenging 
terrain in its stride. But bear in mind that while a second-hand 
Range Rover might look like a snip to buy, it won’t necessarily 
be cheap to run - claimed economy stands at 30.1mpg, but if 
you push the diesel hard or use the car off-road, you’re unlikely 
to match this. Servicing and things like tyres will be pricey, too. 

Still, with an accomplished ride, amazing cruising ability and 
a peerless image, many buyers will be able to overlook this. 



STYLE MASERATI QUATTROPORTE 


FOR the price of a brand new Audi A6 3.0 TDI 
automatic you could be driving around in a 
V8 Maserati with bags of style - buy wisely 
and a luxury lifestyle on the road doesn’t 
have to cost as much as you think. 

The naturally aspirated 400bhp V8 sounds 
glorious and delivers a thumping hit of 
performance, taking the Quattroporte from 
0-60mph in 5.7 seconds. But it’ll also hit your 
bank balance. Even official figures show the 
4.2 can’t quite crack 20mpg. Still, next to 
luxury saloons from Audi, BMW and Mercedes, 
the Maserati has the edge in terms of character. 


PRICE NEW: £79,555 
MODEL: 4.2 

ENGINE:4.2-LITREV8,4GGBHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:345G/KM/£500 
ECONOMY: 19.2MPG 

EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £38,546 2011/11-REG, 46K 


a PRICE NOW £39,990 2010/60-REG, 41K 



LUXURY ROLLS-ROYCE PHANTOM 


FEW manufacturers can claim to make the best 
car in the world, but Rolls-Royce is one of them. 
When it returned with the Phantom in 2003, 
it redefined what was possible in the luxury 
saloon sector, and now you can buy a Roller 
like this with a big saving over new. 

Today, the car is difficult to spot from the 
subtly facelifted current model, and the 6.75-litre 
V12 engine is similar and beautifully refined, too. 
The Phantom is also surprisingly agile for its size 
and is enjoyable to drive, even if most owners 
tend to spend more time in the back. 


PRICE NEW: £25G,GGG 
MODELPHANTGM 

ENGINE:6.75-LITREV12,453BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:385G/KM/£50G 
ECONOMY: 17.8MPG 
EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £94,995 2GG3/53-REG, 33K 



BMW’s hi-tech i electric cars can trace their 
roots back to the company’s earlier exploits 
with hybrid technology. The ActiveHybrid 7 
combined a characterful six-cylinder petrol 
engine with an electric motor, giving a total 
of 349bhp and 158g/km CO 2 emissions. 

More importantly, savage depreciation 
makes the big BMW a serious bargain. We 
found an ActiveHybrid 7 less than one year 
old with only 1,500 miles on the market for 
£41,950 - around £25,000 cheaper than new. 
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FI TECH McLaren 12C 


PRICENEW:£168,500 

MODEL: 12C 

EI\IGII\IE:3.8-LITRETWIN-TURB0V8,592BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:279G/KM/2500 
ECONOMY: 24.2MPG 
EURONCAP: N/A 


WHEN McLaren launched its game-changing 12C supercar in 
2011, it sent a message of intent to its nemesis, Ferrari. The 
British brand’s best known for its racing, and its first mass- 
production car has been the 458’s closest rival ever since. 

Fl-derived technology, including a carbon-fibre chassis, 
is matched by an equally exotic drivetrain. The car’s 3.8-litre 
twin-turbo V8 engine originally produced 592bhp, but was later 
upgraded to 616bhp. The 12C also boasts a lightning-fast 
dual-clutch gearbox that helps it to accelerate from 0-62mph 
in just 3.3 seconds and up to a top speed of 205mph. 

It wasn’t just the performance that saw McLaren arrive on 
the supercar scene with a bang, either - clever, electronically 
adjustable suspension allows the 12C to be as firm as a racer 
one minute and as soft and forgiving as a Rolls-Royce the next. 

The stunning looks are tempting, but although you might be 
able to pick up a used example with a significant saving over the 
original £168,500 list price, it’s still going to be costly to run. 

PRICE NOW £103,950 2012/12-REG, 13K 



BEST BUYS SUPERCARS 

SAVE BIG ON THE GREATEST NAMES IN THE PERFORMANCE CAR WORLD 




THOROUGHBRED FERRARI 458 


BIG BRIT BENTLEY CONTINENTAL GT 


AS a used supercar purchase, the Ferrari 458 
offers it all: badge appeal, smoldering looks 
and huge performance. Many 458s will have 
been specified with myriad options when new, 
so buying second-hand is a smart way to avoid 
eye-watering extra costs and huge depreciation. 

It’ll still set you back a significant sum, but at 
around the £120,000 mark, you’ll have plenty of 
used choice at just over 50 per cent of the list price. 
For one of the best Ferraris ever with a screaming 
562bhp 4.5-litre V8, it’s an attractive proposition 
- just make sure you budget for running costs. 


PRICE NEW: £178,551 
MODEL: 458 

ENGINE:4,5-LITREV8,562BHP 
C02/R0ADTAX:3G7G/KM/£5G0 
ECONOMY: 21.2MPG 
EURONCAP: N/A 


a PRICE NOW £116,490 2010/10-REG, 11K 
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BEFORE the Continental GT, Bentley was known 
for big, luxury saloons. But the coupe opened the 
brand up to a new youthful audience. The GT Speed 
is the most powerful version, with its huge 6.0-litre 
twin-turbo W12 engine uprated to 602bhp. 

It blends effortless performance with superb 
levels of comfort and a beautifully handcrafted 
interior. The 0-62mph sprint takes 4.3 seconds - 
impressive given the GTs considerable weight - 
but you’d never know it, as it’s so refined. However, 
economy is poor, with around 1 5mpg on a cruise 
and less if you fully exploit the 602bhp engine. 


PRICENEW:£141,3GG 
MODELGTSPEED 

ENGINE: 6, G-LITRETWIN- 
TURBGW12,6G2BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:396G/KM/£5GG 

ECONOMY: 17.GMPG 

EURONCAP: N/A 


a PRICE NOW £56,890 2008/58-REG, 27K 
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4WD FUN LAMBORGHINI GALLARDO 


THE Gallardo was designed as Lamborghini’s 
entry-level model, but it’s every bit as exciting as 
the brand’s wild flagship hypercars. Featuring 
outlandish looks, a howling, mid-mounted VIO 
engine and savage performance, the Italian two- 
seater delivers some seriously intoxicating thrills. 

Yet thanks to its four-wheel-drive transmission 
and the influence of parent brand Audi, the 
Gallardo handles sweetly and is surprisingly 
robust. Despite its popularity when new, prices 
for the Gallardo are starting to harden, as buyers 
have realised this is a classic of the future. So 
snap up a bargain now, before it’s too late. 

3 PRICE NOW £65,995 2004/54-REG, 32K 


PRICE NEW: £117,000 
MODEL: GALLARDO 

ENGINE:5,0-LITREV10,493BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:450G/KM/£500 

ECONOMY: 14.5MPG 

EUR0NCAP:N/A 



ALL-ROUNDER PORSCHE 911 


IF you want a devastatingly effective all-weather 
supercar, then look no further than the Porsche 
911 Turbo. The brand has honed and evolved its 
turbocharged 911 over the years to the point 
where, with four-wheel drive and the option of 
either a manual or PDK automatic box, it’s as 
much at home on the road as on the race track. 

Around £63,000 will buy you a well looked 
after standard 2009 Turbo with 493bhp at its 
disposal, allowing it to sprint from 0-62mph in 
just 3.3 seconds. If you want even more oomph, 
then opt for the more powerful Turbo S model. 


PRICE NEW: £99,678 

MODEL: TURBO 

ENGINE: 3,8-LITRE FLAT-SIX 
TWIN-TURBO, 493BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:272G/KM/£500 
ECONOMY: 24.4MPG 

EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £62,995 2009/59-REG, 40K 
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CLASSIC MERCEDES SLR McLAREN 


ALTHOUGH the Mercedes SLR McLaren has 
been around for more than a decade now, its 
styling is no less shocking - which makes it 
the perfect outrageous used supercar choice. 

The supercharged 5.4-litre V8’s soundtrack 
matches the car’s looks, plus it’s a member 
of the 200mph club. This product of a short- 
lived collaboration between Mercedes and 
McLaren still treads the line between visceral 
sports car and relaxed GT beautifully, and with 
second-hand values now hovering around 
£180,000, it could be a brilliant investment. 


PRICE NEW: £317,610 
MODEL: SLR MCLAREN 

ENGINE: 5.4-LITRE 
SUPERCHARGED V8,617BHP 

C02/R0ADTAX:357G/KM/£500 
ECONOMY: 19.5MPG 

EURONCAP:N/A 


a PRICE NOW £179,950 2006/06-REG, 15K 
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WHEN fuel prices hit a peak of 


Dr. Velautham 
Sarveswaran cut 
petrol to under 
£1 a litre at his 
forecourt; others 
are set to follow, 
so thirsty cars 
look tempting 


£1.42 per litre back in April 2012, 
motorists quickly tried to find the 
easiest way out of their large, gas- 
guzzling cars and into something 
smaller and more fuel efficient. 

That resulted in used prices of 
big-engined, thirsty cars dropping 
dramatically, and the price-cut 
hangover still remains today. 

However, whaf s different 
now is that fuel costs have fallen 
significantly since the mid-2012 
panic, with one filling station in 
Birmingham even cutting the price 
of unleaded to less than £1 per litre. 

With petrol prices expected to 
remain around their current low rate, 
or even drop further, weVe scoured 
the classifieds to find a selection of 
cars that you could consider now 
the costs have been softened. 

From high-end, luxurious 
limousines to powerful and iconic 
sports cars, not only could 
you get something a 
little different on 
your drive, but 
you could be 
making a decent 
investment on 
some of these 
cars in the 
process, as 
they enter 
the realm of 

classic status. BIG. THIRSTY PETROL CARS NOW MAKE FAR MORE SENSE AS PUMP PRICES FALL. AND WE'VE FOUND SOME REAL BARGAINS 





SEVEN SEATS MERCEDES GL 500 


CLASS ROLLS SILVER SHADOW 


A REAL rival for the Range Rover, the Mercedes GL 
easily delivers on the road, even if it doesn’t quite 
have the off-road prowess of the British 4x4. 

Despite its massive size, the GL 500 covers 
0-60mph in 6.3 seconds, thanks to its 5.5-litre V8. 

Climb inside, and you’re greeted by exactly 
what you’d expect from a Mercedes - plenty 
of clever tech and a plush finish throughout. 

The price tag might look a little high, but 
that’s a fraction of the £60,000-plus the original 
owner would have paid, and you’re getting 
a massive amount of car for your cash. 


PRICENEW:£61,969 
ENGINE: 5.5-LITRE V8,382BHP 

C0STT0FILLUP2012:£142 

C0STT0FILLUPN0W:2106 


a PRICE NOW £22,950 2009/59-REG, 76K 
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THERE are few finer things in the automotive 
world than a Rolls-Royce, and while the modern 
cars boast impressive tech, it’s the older models 
that really show off the manufacturer’s attention 
to detail and beautiful handmade craft. 

The Silver Shadow’s figures look similar to those 
of the Bentley Turbo R - which was based loosely 
on the Rolls-Royce - so it clearly has pedigree. 

A full tank may still look a little pricey, but there 
aren’t many cars left in the world that will make you 
feel like royalty when in them, particularly if you’re 
lucky enough to be getting a lift in the back. 


PRICENEW:£6,557 

ENGINE:6.75-LITREV8,190BHP 

C0STT0FILLUP2012:2152 

C0STT0FILLUPN0W:2114 


a PRICE NOW £7,490 1978/T-REG, 1GGK 
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LUXURY BENTLEY TURBO R 


IFyou’re after something with the grandeur of a presidential motorcade, 
then the Bentley Turbo R should be right at the top of your wish list. 

This model boasts the luxury that you’d expect from the British brand, 
but also offers a little more than a relaxing waft down the high street. Despite 
weighing well over two tonnes, the Turbo R was the high-performance Bentley of 
its time, and could go from 0-60mph in seven seconds, thanks to its 315bhp V8. 

It’ll still set you back a fair amount in fuel, but if you keep it back for special 
occasions - not just nipping out to give it a few ostentatious revs when heading 
to the shops for a pint of milk - then it begins to make some sense. 


PRICENEW:£101,390 

ENGINE:6,75-LITREV8,315BHP 

C0STT0FILLUP2012:£152 

C0STT0FILLUPN0W:£114 



4X4 JEEP GRAND 
CHEROKEE LIMITED 


WHILE a Range Rover may 
be the popular choice for 
those after a large, powerful 
SUV, the jeep Grand 
Cherokee deserves a 
little more consideration 
than it tends to get. 

The exterior may be a 
bit brash and too American 
looking for some, but climb 
aboard and the interior feels 
plush fora car of this age. 

More importantly, while 
the Grand Cherokee might 
not be able to rival some 
of its European rivals for 
luxury, it’s brilliant off-road, 
as you’d expect from a Jeep. 
It also represents something 
of a bargain in this class. 


PRICE NEW: £30,995 
ENGINE:4.7-LITREV8,231BHP 

C0STT0FILLUP2012:£110 

C0STT0FILLUPN0W:£83 


a PRICE NOW £7,395 1990/H-REG, 134K 


a PRICE NOW £1,750 2001/51-REG, 68K 



STYLE MASERATI 4200 


PRICENEW:£56,650 

ENGINE:4.2-LITREV8,395BHP 

C0STT0FILLUP2012:£125 

C0STT0FILLUPN0W:£93 


THE Maserati has all the hallmarks of a 
sleek Italian sports car: it’s good looking 
with a wonderful V8 engine developed by 
Ferrari. Plus, it got a welcome boost in build 
quality over previous Maseratis, thanks 
to Maranello’s input, and this only adds 
to the appeal of the luxurious 2h-2. 

If the idea of a Porsche 911 leaves you 
feeling a little cold, then the 4200 might 


represent an exotic alternative. The car 
is now more than a decade old, but the 
Maserati badge, sleek lines and classy 
interior still offer a real sense of occasion. 

3 PRICE NOW £15,695 2004/04-REG, 53K O 
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“The Mfa’B aaductlve Unefl Wde 
HumblB Hatcb underpn^n^ 
BO It Bliould be relatively 
hassle-free to run “ 


STYLE ALFA 
ROMEO SPIOER 

PRICE NEW: £29,690 
ENGINE:3,2-LITREV6,260BHP 

C0STT0FILLUP2012:£99 
C0STT0FILLUPN0W:£74 


YOU should know by now exactly what 
you’re getting with an Alfa Romeo, and 
the Spider fits the manufacturer’s mould 
perfectly. There’s the textbook sharp 
design, the charismatic engines and 
the boldly styled interior. 

Where the Spider begins to stand 
out from some of its predecessors is 
in terms of reliability, as it brings a 
big improvement - although it’s 
still not a completely safe bet. 

The V6 engine sounds fantastic 
- even more so with the top 
down - and, at 
today’s prices, 
this car will cost 
you the same 
as a standard 
German saloon 
to fill up. We 
know which 
we’d rather have. 

□ PRICE NOW £8,950 2007/56-REG, 55K 
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Bargain buys 


RJ5 



SEX APPEAL ASTON MARTIN DB7 


PERFORMANCE PORSCHE 928 S4 



THE DB7 is not just a good-looking Aston Martin; 
it’s widely regarded as having saved the brand. 

It became Aston’s most successful production 
model ever before being replaced by the DB9. 

There’s an excellent compromise between 
handling and ride quality in the DB7, and 
the supercharged straight-six engine is wonderful. 

What really sets it apart from some of its more 
modern brothers is that it feels like one of the last 
original Aston Martins, even if large parts of it were 
borrowed from the jaguarXJS. It’s also one of the 
more affordable models currently on the market. 


PRICE NEW: £82,500 
ENGINE: 3.2-LlTRE6CYL,335BHP 

C0STT0FILLUP2012:£126 

C0STT0FILLUPN0W:£94 


a PRICE NOW £18,000 1997/P-REG,67K 
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MENTION the word Porsche, and most people’s 
will immediately thinkofthe 911 - but the 
928 offers something a little different. 

This car was actually created to replace the 
911, although it never quite worked out like that. 
Still, the S4 model was a technical masterpiece 
at launch in 1987, and the V8 engine was pushed 
from the original 4.5 to 5.0 litres, which only made 
it sound better and further boosted performance. 

It might not be everyone’s first-choice Porsche, 
but with the 928 you get an alternative that 
looks just as good and will cruise effortlessly. 


PRICENEW:£55,441 

ENGINE:5.0-L1TREV8,316BHP 

C0STT0FILLUP2012:£122 

C0STT0FILLUPN0W:£91 


a PRICE NOW £13,995 1988/F-REG, 93K 
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MUSCLE VAUXHALL MONARO VXR 


PRICE NEW: £37,040 
ENGINE: 6.0-LITRE V8,398BHP 

C0STT0FILLUP2012:£107 
C0STT0FILLUPN0W:£80 

charm and fun factor to warrant your interest. 

The best thing about the Vauxhall, other 
than its 398bhp output, is that it’s plummeted 
in value. So, even before fuel prices got out of 
hand, it was already struggling to hold its price 
- making it an even better used buy now. 

3 PRICE NOW £8,996 2006/56-REG, 121K 


AFTER the style of the Alfa, how about 
something that’s a bit more brutal? The 
Vauxhall Monaro VXR should fit the bill. 

Essentially a rebadged Holden from 
Australia, the Monaro is a noisy 6.0-litre 
beast that’s all about power rather than 
precision. Fortunately, that gives it enough 



CLASSIC JAGUAR XJS 

WITH its unmistakable long bonnet, this luxury grand tourer stood the test of time for more than 
two decades, as Jaguar built various versions oftheXjSfrom 1975 to 1996. And it’s easy to see 
why - while there’s a whiff of the seventies about it, this is still a smart-looking and stylish car. 

You can find models with smaller engines, but if you’re going to dip your toe into XjS ownership, 
you may as well go the whole hog and buy a powerful 5.3-litre version now that the cost of filling 
up the tank has dipped below the £100 mark. Plus, with values hardening, this jag is beginning 
to look like a decent investment in the long run, as we predicted it would in Issue 1,319. 


PRICE NEW: £34,200 
ENGINE:5.3-LITREV12,295BHP 

C0STT0FILLUP2012:£126 

C0STT0FILLUPN0W:£94 


□ PRICE NOW £4,990 1989/G-REa55K 
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CUTTING TW 


WE’VE SHOWN HOW YOU CAN SAVE 
BIG ON YOUR NEXT CAR -NOW, WE 
REVEAL WHAT YOU CAN DO TO SLASH 
YOUR EVERYDAY MOTORING BILLS 


Oi EVEN if you’ve bagged a bargain with one of the Half-Price 
-111 Heroes we’ve picked out over the past 32 pages, running that car 
isn’t cheap. The cost of ownership is never-ending, whether it’s fuel, 
insurance, breakdown cover, repairs or maintenance. So while we all 
know how to hunt for a good deal in the classifieds or haggle on the 
list price, what can you do to slash the costs of motoring altogether? 
Our handy tips reveal how to keep control of your finances... 




BREAKDOWN 

PAYING for cover on the 
off-chance your car might 
breakdown can seem a 
waste, but the peace of 
mind it brings is hard to 
beat. There are plenty of 
recovery firms - you just 
need to find the best. Our 
Driver Power ownership 
survey regularly ranks 
GEM Motoring Assist at 
the top, but do check a 
few things before taking 
out a fresh policy. 

If you’ve bought a car 
new, a year’s breakdown 
cover may be included. 
Makers such as Audi, Kia, 
Ford and Citroen have all 
done deals. Breakdown 
cover can often be netted 
as part of an insurance 
policy, too. It’ll be offered 
as an add-on - often 
free - that’ll sweeten the 
premium and work out 
cheaper than a 
standalone annual 
breakdown product. 

Banks do the same. 
Nationwide, Lloyds and 
Halifax are among those 
who offer paid-for 
accounts with breakdown 
policies, often alongside 
travel and phone cover. 

It’s a similar situation 
with household insurance, 
which will sometimes 
include breakdown 
cover with a policy. 



FUEL 

THE cost of fuel might be 
at a five-year low, but it’s 
still expensive if you’re 
doing high mileage or 
have a thirsty engine. 

The simplest way to limit 
how much you’re paying 
is to find a garage that’s 
offering a decent price, as 
retailers can fluctuate by 
20p per litre. Locate the 
cheapest by visiting a 
site like Petrolprices.com, 
which will show you the 
lowest pump prices within 
a 10-mile radius. 

The supermarket price 
war has also helped to 
drive down costs, and 
some leading grocery 
brands will offer special 
fuel-saving deals when 
you spend a certain 
amount in store. If you’re 
doing a weekly shop, it’s 
worth going somewhere 
that’ll reward you with 
vouchers. Loyalty cards 
- such as Nectar orTesco 
Clubcard - can also net 
you some savings over 
the longterm. 

Some banks are getting 
in on the action, offering 
cashback cards. The 123 
account from Santander 
will give you money back 
when you fill up, although 
you’ll be capped per month 
and have to pay an admin 
fee for the account. 



INSURANCE 

WHILE the minimum 
insurance coveryou 
require in order to drive 
legally on UK roads is 
third-party, surprisingly it’s 
not always the cheapest 
option. Fully comprehensive 
policies can often cost 
less despite offering more, 
so make sure you get 
a quote for both. 

And while driving 
fewer miles will cut wear 
and tear on your car and 
reduce fuel bills, it’ll also 
help with the insurance 
premium. If you travel 
less and can accurately 
predict your mileage 
on your policy, you’ll 
pay less annually. 

Taking out a policy 
with a higher excess is 
also worth considering. 
When you make a claim 
for less than £500 worth 
of damage, it can increase 
the future cost of insurance 
and invalidate your no- 
claims bonus, so it’s not 
always worthwhile. Set the 
excess over £500 and your 
annual premium will fall. 

Of course, the 
best advice for cutting 
insurance in general is 
to shop around. Loyalty 
is rarely rewarded in the 
industry, so come renewal 
time get fresh quotes 
before signing up. 


MAINTENANCE 

RECENT figures show one 
in 10 drivers struggles to 
pay for their car’s upkeep 
and is driving around in an 
unsafe vehicle. Avoid falling 
into that bracket; consider 
some of these solutions. 

MoTs are a yearly cost, yet 
while the test fee’s capped 
at £54.85, you needn’t pay 
the full amount. KwikFit and 
[ Halfords do them for £30. 

It’s post-MoT repairs 
that really hit hard, so use 
a council-run test centre. 
They’ve no vested interest 
in seeking unnecessary, 
costly repairs - unlike some 
unscrupulous garages. 

To avoid failure, do some 
basic pre-test checks. Faulty 
bulbs, wipers or tyre tread 
depth and pressures can 
all fall foul, but are cheap 
and easy to fix yourself. 

Need new tyres? Hunt 
around for a discount. 

Our tests have shown 
Blackcircles.com is a good 
place to get up to 40 per 
cent off major brands. 

Finally, consider a 
servicing package. If you’re 
buying a car - new or used 
- from a dealer, think 
about taking up a monthly 
payment deal that’ll fix the 
cost of maintenance over 
three years. This’ll avoid 
an unexpected outlay 12 
months down the line. 
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How to slash your bills 
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Auto Express half-price offer 

TO celebrate our Half-Price Heroes feature, you can start a trial subscription to Auto Express for half 
price. Turn to Page 129 for full details on how to get six copies for only 50p. You’ll ensure you never 
miss an issue of Britain’s biggest-selling weekly car magazine with free delivery to your door each 
week and - beyond your six issue trial - you’ll still get a 46 per cent saving on the shop price. 





mM. 


Road tests 

Visit autoexpress.co.uk for the latest new cars and drives 


ULTIMATE MEGANE 
Ml 1 vs PORSCHE CAYMAN 

^ Is stripped-out, £37k 
RenauLtsport Trophy R 
a match for Porsche? 





Wf64 XDC 








^^^^AudvJ^Spbfi^^ e-tron 

•pfe;'£29, 950 Engine; Electric motor/1. 4-litre Acyl. 201bhp 
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M LIVING WrTN A... 
MAZDA 3 

After a year and nearly 
32,000 miles, our man’s 
at one with trusty steed. 



LIVING WITH A... 
HYUNDAI no 

City car meets supermini 
big brother. Which is 
better? We decide. 




Latest user-friendly plug-in cars promise great efficiency, but is Audi's new 
A3 e-tron hybrid a better bet than range-extending BMW and Mitsubishi? 


ECO-friendly plug-in models are 
slowly gaining in popularity, so it’s 
no real surprise that after decades of 
experimentation Audi has finally decided 
to jump on the petrol-electric bandwagon. 

The new A3 e-tron is based on the classy 
A3 Sportback, and packages together a 1.4-litre 
petrol turbo and 75kW motor, while a compact 


lithium-ion battery pack sits under the back 
seat. Its raw statistics certainly look compelling, 
with a 31-mile claimed electric range, CO 2 
emissions of 37g/km and 176.6mpg economy. 

just as importantly, Audi says these figures 
don’t come at the expense of the standard 
Sportback’s space, refinement and upmarket 
appeal. However, there are many different 


ways to package the perfect plug-in, as our 
other contenders here prove. Mitsubishi’s 
rugged Outlander PHEV claims to deliver all the 
practicality of the standard model, but - with a 
30-mile electric range - city car-humbling costs. 

Completing our trio is BMW’s daring i3 
Range Extender, which sets the class standard 
for efficiency, design and driving dynamics. 


Pictures: Pete Gibson Location: Hoton, Leicestershire All prices include £5,000 Government plug-in car grant 



Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV GX3h 

Price; £28,249 Engine; Two electric motors/2.0-litre 4cyl, 200bhp 


0-60mph; 10.2 seconds Test economy; 28.9mpg/6.4mpl 


v BMW i3 with Range Extender 

Price; £29,130 Engine; Electric motor/647cc 4cyl, 168bhp 


CO 2 ; 44g/km Annual road tax; £0 


?^^60mph; 7.2 seconds Test economy; 63.3mpg/13.9mpl 


CO 2 ; 13g/km Annual road tax; £0 
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Audi A3 e-tron vs rivals 


MODEL TESTED: Audi A3 Sportback e-tron 

PRICE: £29.950 ENGINE: Electric motor/1. 4-Litre 4cyL. 201bhp 


AUDI’S been dabbling with hybrid tech 
ever since it pulled the covers off its duo 
concept at the 1989 Frankfurt Motor Show. 

1 Ifjwcver, only now has the brand put a petrol- 
electric model into production. The A3 e-tron 
is a plug-in hybrid that combines a traditional 
1.4-htre petrol engine with a loibhp electric 
motor to deliver claimed fuel economy of 
lyG.Gmpg and CO2 emissions of only 37g/km. 

StyUng 4.0/5 

SUBTLETY is the watchword with the e-tron, 
because it’s virtually indistinguishable from 
a standard Sportback. Eagle-eyed enthusiasts 
will spot the e-tron badges, carefully reprofiled 
front bumper and LED headlamps, but the 
rest of the car is pure A3. Even the socket for 
the charging cable is hidden away behind the 
four-ringed badge - although, unlike the 
others here, the opening isn’t illuminated, 
making plugging in after dark hit-and-miss. 

Inside, youll have just as much trouble 
identifying the newcomer as an eco-friendly 
hybrid. There’s a power gauge in place of the 
rev counter and a smattering of e-tron logos, 
but that’s about it. Still, that’s no bad thing, 
because the A3’s cabin is one of the best around. 

Not only is its design slick and layout 
thoughtful, it’s beautifully built and crammed 
full of top-grade materials. Highlights include 
the knurled metal controls for the stereo and 
air-con, plus the intuitive rotary controller for 
the MMI infotainment on the centre console. 
Another neat touch is the standard seven-inch 
high-resolution display screen that glides out 
of the top of the dash at the touch of a button. 

Given the Audi’s hefty price tag, it’s no 
surprise to find it comes loaded with standard 
kit, including sat-nav, keyless enny, dual-zone 
climate control and a DAB radio. You even get 
an iPod connection, which is normally an 
extra-cost option on Audi models. 

Driving 3.4/5 

UNLIICE its rivals here, the Audi is a hybrid 
rather than a range extender. This means the 
electric motor is housed between the internal- 
combustion engine and six-speed twin-clutch 
box, letting it drive the car in batteiy mode 
alone, or assist the engine to boost performance. 
You can choose how the powerplant distributes 
its energy via the EV button on the dash, by 
toggling through four different driving 
modes: EV, Hybrid, Hold and Charge. 

On a full charge, EV allows you to travel 
around 30 miles at speeds of up to 8imph in 
pure electric mode, while Hold saves batteiy 
power until you get to a city or village, where 
you might prefer to use the zero-emissions 
electric moror. Once the lithium-ion cells are 

“The subtle Audi A3 
e-tron is virtually 
indistinguishable from 
a standard Sportback” 


drained. Charge mode uses the engine to top 
them up again - although this takes a heavy toll 
on efficiency, with economy dropping to well 
under 3ompg. The default setting is Hybrid, 
which aims to juggle the electric and petrol 
motors to make best use of the available energy. 

I lowever, in practice it’s not that simple. 

Up to 40mph the car tends to run in EV mode, 
but unless you’re extremely sensitive with the 
throttle the engine fires up even when there’s 
plenty of range left in the batteries. Worse 
still, the transition between electric and petrol 
running isn’t always smooth, and more often 
than not there’s an uncomfortable pause in 
the power delivery as the gearbox and 
various motors sort themselves out. 

Still, there are few complaints about 
performance. With a combined output of 
lOibhp the Audi comfortably shrugged off its 
hefty 1,540kg to sprint from o-6omph in a 
sprightly 7.9 seconds. And while it never feels 
as fast as the i3, it seems far more responsive 
than the Oiitlandcr. As with the standard A3, 
the e-tron feels safe, grippy and composed 
through corners - although the extra weight 
of the batteries means the hybrid is a little 
lazier to respond to the direct steering. 

Refinement is good, too. There’s virtually 
no whine from the electric motor and the TFSI 
petrol becomes intrusive only at high revs. Yet 
while the ride is generally settled, it’s firm at 
low speed and can float over big bumps as the 
suspension struggles to control that weight. 

Reliability 4.2/5 

THE latest A3 finished our Driver Power 2014 
satisfaction survey in a superb 16th place out 
of 150 cars, with owners praising its quality 
and neliabiliTy. And while the e-tron’s hi-tech 
drivetrain is new to buyers, Audi has been 
developing it for years, so problems should 
be few and far between. Even so, the batteries 
are covered by a separate eight-year warranty, 
while the rest of the car gets the brand’s 
standard three-year guarantee. 

All e-trons have seven airbags, stability 
control and an active bonnet that pops up in 
the event of a pedestrian impact. But forward 
collision alert is £200 more, while blind-spot 
monitoring and lane-keep assist cost £900. 

Running costs 3.7/5 

AS with all our trio, the e-tron makes a lot of 
sense for business users. It has marginally the 
highest Benefit in Kind bills, but itll still save 
higher-rate earners nearly £1,000 a year over 
an A3 1.6 TDI Sport S tronic. Our experts also 
calculate that the e-tron will retain 44.4 per 
cent of its value after three years, meaning itll 
trade in for more than the Outlander and i3. 

However, it’s not all good news. Audi claims 
a 31-mile electric range for the A3, but during 
our test’s cold conditions we were unable to 
do more than 20 miles. Also, over our varied 
route the e-tron returned a pretty dismal 
32.2mpg. Yet as with all plug-in models, this 
figure will improve if you’re able to plug the 
car in once a day and use it for short-hop 
commutes rather than long motorway slogs. 




Audi A3 

Interior 
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Audi A3 e-tron vs rivals 



On the road 

SUBTLE G-tron badges, reprofiled front bumper and LED headlights 
are only changes from standard A3: even charging socket is hidden 
away behind grille badge. Handling is grippy and composed through 
corners, ride is generally settled and refinement is good 


cS O O [D O 

I I I C02/tax Practicality Performance Braking Running costs 

37g/knn Boot (seats up/down) □-60/30-70mph 70-0/60-0/30-0mph 32.2mpg (on test) 

£□ or 5% 280/1, 120 Litres 7.9/6.6 seconds 51.2/37.9/9.3m £42 fiLL-up 



“Lllse tiae OuU&iuiBri 
you 0*^1 use the Audi's 
shift p&ddles to boost 
the regeaoratlTre 
braitiag effeot. In 
Hold mode they work 
like normal shifters, 
giving you fun 
control of the 
six-speed hoxJ 

£oaD resTdZ. 


Cabin 


THERE aren’t many clues 
that the e-tron’s a hybrid 
inside, but standard A3 style 
and quality make this one of 
best hatch cabins around 


Equipment 

GENEROUS standard kit 
includes sat-nav, keyless 
entry, dual-zone climate 
control and a DAB radio 


Practicality 3.8/5 

GIVEN that the e-tron is based on a standard A3 Sportback, it’s no 
surprise to find the cabin is reasonably spacious and comfortable. 
There’s plenty of rear head and legroom, plus - as with the PHEV 
- the Audi is full five- sea ter. However, there are some compromises. 

For starters, packaging the batteries under the boot floor means load 
capacity has shrunk by nearly 100 litres to a supermini-sized 280 litres. 
Worse still, there’s no storage for the charging leads, so they live in a 
padded bag that clips on to the side of the load bay. Also, the charger 
itself is much bigger and bulkier than the Mitsubishi and BMW’s. 

On the plus side, the cable is long and the Audi needs only four 
hours for a fall charge from a domestic supply, or two-and-a-half 
hours if you have a special wall-mounted fast charger installed. 


O 
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Audi A3 e-tron vs rivals 


MODEL TESTED: Mitsubishi OutLander PHEV GX3h 

PRICE: £28,249 ENGINE: Two electric motors/2.0-Litre 4cyL, 200bhp 


M MITSUBISHI has a reputation 
xU for building rugged, no-nonsense 
off-roaders, so its PHEV represents a bold 
technological step for the brand. Based on 
the standard Outlander compact SUV, it 
combines a traditional 2.4-Iitre petrol engine 
with a powerful electric motor and all-wheel 
drive. Prices range from £28,249 to £39,999, 
and we test the entiy-Ievel GXsh here. 

styling 2.5/5 

AT a glance, the PHEV looks just like a 
standard Ouriandor. That means the same 
boxy SUV profile, slab sides and high-riding 
stance. However, look closely andyoull spot 
the blue PHEV badges on the front wings and 
tailgate. You’d struggle to call the Mitsubishi 
handsome, but the rugged off-roader cues 
give it plenty of presence, while the polished 
alloy wheels add a touch of class. 

Inside, it’s functional but a little basic. 

The combination of gloss-black trim and 
silver inserts helps to lift the dash, yet the 
rest of the materials feel veiy low-rent 
compared to the Audi and BMW’s. The PHEV’s 
switchgear also lacks its rivals’ robust feel, 
while the stubby gearlever seems cheap. 

As with the exTerior, there are veiy few 
dues to the Mitsubishi’s eco-friendly status. 

A power gauge takes the place of a traditional 
rev counrer, and the small TFT screen between 
the dials has a number of options to display 
the car’s efficiency - but that’s about it. 

Unfortunately, the PHEV can’t even rely 
on plenty of standard kit to offset the shortfall 
in upmarket appeal. While the GX4h model in 
our pictures is generously specified, the GXsh 
version tested feels quite spartan. Glimate 
control, Bluetooth and electric windows are 
included, but there’s no sat-nav or DAB radio 
- the A3 and is come with this desirable kit. 

Driving 2.7/5 

THE Mitsubishi’s 2.0 -litre petrol engine is 
the largest here, while the combined output 
of its two electric motors is an impressive 
200bhp - that’s 32bhp up on the is. However, 
with a hefty 1,810kg kerbweight, the PHEV 
was comfortably outperformed by its 
competitors at the track, taking a leisurely 
10.2 seconds to sprint from o-6omph. 

Matters don’t improve out on the road, 
where the Outlander never feels as eager as its 
smaller rivals. Not only does it respond more 
lazily to the throttle at low speed, it’s slower to 
accelerate when overtaking on the motorway. 

On the plus side, when left to its own 
devices the hybrid system is smoother than 
the Audi’s. Despite a similar range in batteiy 
mode, the Mitsubishi’s generator is far less 

“Mitsubishi builds no- 
nonsense off-roaders, 
so the PHEV is a bold 
technological step” 


likely to kick in while there’s still power in the 
cells. And when it does fire up, there’s none 
of the jerkiness found in the Audi. However, 
although the drivetrain’s smooth, the four- 
cylinder unit sounds strained when extended. 

As with the e-tron, the hybrid system has 
numerous settings. For instance, if you’ve 
planned a long journey you can hold the 
batteiy charge on the motorway, saving it for 
the city or lanes nearer your destination. You 
can also recharge the lithium-ion batteries on 
the move using the engine - the BMW will 
maintain only the minimum charge - plus 
use the steering wheel-mounted paddles to 
increase the regenerative braking effect. 

Given its tall stance, it’s no surprise that the 
Outlander doesn’t feel as secure as its rivals on 
twisting roads. There’s far more body roll and 
the suspension quickly loses composure over 
mid-corner bumps. Plus, while the steering is 
light and direct, it has noticeable kickback. 

Our car also suffered from intrusive wind 
noise that was exacerbated by front doors that 
didn’t seal properly. Still, the ride is supple 
and road roar is kept to a minimum. 

ReUability 3.5/5 

DESPITE its reputation for building rugged, 
no-nonsense cars, Mitsubishi finished our 
Driver Power 2014 satisfaction survey in a 
disappointing 23rd place. This lowly rating 
was reflected in our test car’s patchy build 
qualiiy. Still, the brand has worked hard to 
refine the PHEV’s hi-tech underpinnings, 
while experience gained from its i-MiEV 
electric city car should aid durabiHty. 

All Outlander models get seven airbags, 
stability control and low-speed collision alert, 
butyoull have to trade up to the pricer GX4h 
model if you want lane-departure warning. 

Running costs 3.9/5 

ONGE again, the Mitsubishi proves to be a 
mixed bag. The good news for business users 
is the fact that the PHEV’s lowest-on- test price 
helps make it marginally the most cost-effective 
company car. And although the predicted 
residuals of 39.8 per cent are nothing to 
write home about, itll be worth over 
£2,000 more than the i3 after three years. 

The Outlander’s lithium-ion cells take 
about five hours to charge from a standard 
domestic three-pin plug, while this time 
drops to three-and-a-half hours if you use a 
dedicated fast ch arger. Either way, youll pay 
only a couple of pounds to fill up. With a full 
charge Mitsubishi claims the PHEV will travel 
around 32 miles in pure EV mode - although 
during our test’s cold conditions this figure 
dropped to around 20 miles. On longer 
journeys youll have to rely on the petrol 
engine, which means bigger fuel bills than 
its rivals here. Over our varied test route 
we managed a disappointing 28.9mpg. 

1 lowever, it’s worth bearing in mind that 
an example we recently ran on our fleet 
managed a more respectable 54mpg 
- although this figure included plenty 
of electric-only commuting miles. 


s 

COz/tax 

44g/kin 
£□ or 5% 


o 

Practicality 

Boot (seats up/down) 
463/1,691 Litres 



Performance 

0-60/30-70mph 
10.2/10. □ seconds 



Braking 

70-0/60-0/30-0mph 

51.4/37.1/9.1m 

o 

Running costs 

28.9nnpg (on test) 
£48 fiLL-up 



Exterior 


Mitsubishi 0 



Interior 
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On the road 


WITH boxy profile, slab sides and tall stance, rugged 
4x4 looks just like a standard Outlander - PHEV 
badging is only giveaway. Performance is leisurely, 
although hybrid system is smoother than Audi’s. It 
quickly loses composure over mid-corner bumps, 
and while steering is light and direct, it kicks back 


lutlander PHEV 


- one for eacb. 

“PHBV uses two eUotrtO H-pive 

- to deliver permanent ell-WHeol ^va. 

^eiverdwent off-road ablUts and a .A 

SSiSium 1.500kg tovring weigbt- W 



Dashboard 

POWER gauge replaces 
traditional rev counter, and 
TFT screen between dials 
displays the car’s efficiency 

Fit and finish 

CABIN is a little basic. Gloss- 
black trim and silver inserts 
lift dash, yet some materials 
feel low-rent. The stubby 
gearlever seems cheap, too 


Practicality 4.4/5 

IF you want cabin space and eco-friendly credentials, the Outlander 
takes some beating. It’s longer, wider and higher than its competitors 
in this test, which translates into a much larger interior. There’s 
plenty of space for five adults, while those who are sitting in the back 
get more leg and headroom than they would in the BMW or Audi. 

Opening the large tailgate reveals a well shaped luggage area 
with a cavernous 46 3 -litre capacity - that’s over 200 litres more 
than the BMW’s load space. The Mitsubishi also features a hidden 
compartment under the boot floor in which to store the charging 
cable, as well as a couple of handy hooks. \ lowever, the two- 
stage folding seatback mechanism is fiddly to operate, while 
the load cover looks cheap and feels fli msy. 


ftTvdflf PHEVb 
e prica tag» 

Xi falls well short 
tpeotaUonfl* 
deelign seems 

3d and many of 

materlali 
. oheap>” 
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O 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 


Special Issue 85 






Audi A3 e-tron vs rivals 


MODEL TESTED: BMW i3 with Range Extender 

PRICE: £29,130 ENGINE: Electric motor/647cc 2cyL. 168bhp 


M BMW’S current success can be 
JlLI attributed to its brilliant range of 
high-performance petrol and diesel cars, but 
with its hi-tech is the company has shown 
it has one eye on the future. Packed with 
state-of-the-art materials and cutting-edge 
engineering, the boldly styled hatchback is 
available in pure electric and range-extending 
guises - and it’s the latter we test here. 

StyUng 4.1/5 

WHILE the Mitsubishi and Audi are based 
on existing models, the is has been designed 
from the ground up as an EV - and it really 
shows. Taking its cues from the BMW Coupe 
Concept that debuted in 2012, the battery- 
powered car looks like it’s driven straight 
off a designer’s computer screen. 

Lightweight plastics are used for the 
sculpted body panels, while the bonnet and 
glass tailgate get a gloss-black finish. Other 
highlights include the angular window line 
and metallic blue trim for the faired-in grille 
and lower sills, while our car benefited from 
the £1,080 optional 20-inch alloys. 

The daring design continues inside. Access 
is easy thanks to the rear-hinged doors and 
lack of a B-pillar - although you have to step 
over the wide sill, while the ‘suicide’ rear doors 
can be tricl^^ to use in tight parking spaces. 
Once in, youll be able to enjoy the brilliantly 
packaged and imaginatively styled layout 
that’s easy to use and beautifully finished. 

Climb into the high-set driver’s seat 
and the first thing youll spot is a pair of large 
TFT screens - one ahead of the driver and one 
that appears to ‘float’ above the centre of the 
dashboard. These units display everything 
from speed to sat-nav info, and are controlled 
via BMW’s trademark iDrive dial. 

There are four interior finishes to 
choose from - standard, £1,000 Loft, £1,500 
Lodge and £2,000 Suite - and all get brightly 
coloured seat and carpet trims, with many 
made from sustainable materials. Metallic 
blue inserts add the final flourish, while 
the low-set dashboard and vast windscreen 
create a bright and aiiy feel. 

Driving 4.2/5 

WITH its powerful i68bhp electric motor and 
lightweight 1,315kg carbon fibre structure, 
the BMW has its rivals comfortably beaten at 
the track. It goes from o-6omph in a brisk 
7.2 seconds, which was a full three seconds 
faster than the cumbersome Mitsubishi. 

When the battery capacity drops to 20 
per cent, the is’s 647CC motorbike engine 
generator kicks in to maintain charge at the 
minimum level. Apart from the increase 

“The BMW i3 looks 
Like it’s driven straight 
off a designer’s 
computer screen” 


in noise, the performance remains 
unchanged - although under extreme 
loads the car’s acceleration will be 
blunted to protect the batteiy’s reserves. 

Despite featuring a strong energy recovery 
function, the is’s brake pedal has a more natural 
feel and greater progression than the Audi’s 
and Mitsubishi’s. You won’t need to use it 
much, though, because lifting off the throttle 
creates a powerful engine braking effect that 
returns any wasted energy to the battery. 

Surpnsingly, it’s on twisting back roads 
where the is feels least composed. The steering 
is quick and well weighted, and there’s more 
grip than you’d expect from the thin tyres, 
but hit a mid-corner bump and the tall is 
quickly becomes unsettled. The short- travel 
suspension struggles to contain large body 
movements, plus there’s plenty of roll. It never 
feels like it’s going to lose control, and the 
stability control intervenes smoothly, but it’s 
enough to make you take things a bit easier. 

As a result, the BMW is at its best when 
being used as a relaxed and refined cruiser. 
The suspension copes well on the moTorway, 
wind noise is kept in check and the two- 
cylinder generator emits only a distant drone 
- although it’s more intrusive at lower speeds. 

ReliabiUty 3.5/5 

BMW has worked hard to make the is’s 
hi-tech underpinnings as durable as possible, 
but in a bid to reassure buyers, the brand 
provides an eight-year/i 00,000-mile 
warranty for the lithium-ion battery pack. 

The rest of the car is covered by a standard 
three-year/unlimited-mileage guarantee. 

With its strong, carbon fibre-reinforced 
plastic architecture, six airbags and advanced 
stability control, the BMW boasts some 
excellent safety credentials. However, bluff 
front-end styling cost it points in Euro NCAP’s 
pedestrian-collision tests - resulting in a very 
disappointing four-star score. 

On the plus side, you can add a raft of 
advanced safety options, including the £790 
Driving Assistant Plus pack. This combines 
adaptive cruise control, forward-collision alert 
and Traffic Jam Assist, which can accelerate, 
steer and brake the car at speeds up to 24mph. 
A pedestrian warning noise generator is £85. 

Running costs 4.4/5 

TAKING into account the £5,000 Government 
plug-in car grant, the BMW will set you back 
£29,130 - that’s £881 more than the Outlander 
PHEV. Still, the is is better equipped. 

An overnight charge should cost no 
more than a few pounds, but the recent cold 
weather resulted in only a 60 -mile maximum 
electric range on our car - well short of BMW’s 
120-mile claim. Even so, on our varied test 
route it returned a decent Gs.smpg. 

The is works out as a more cost-effective 
choice for company car users than the A3. 

Plus, BMW’s five-year/6o,ooo-mile service 
package will set you back a mere £375. Only 
the surprisingly poor predicted residuals 
of 30.9 per cent give cause for concern. 



“If you plan on using me 10 as 
tbeL you’ll need to maJse some 
- partloularly on long journeys. But day-to- 
dav its long eleotrio range, effortless 
performance and nimble 
up for the clever car’s few quirks. 


BMWi3 
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Head-to-head 


Counting the cost 

FOR many potential buyers, 
particularly business users, a plug- 
in’s big appeal is its running costs. 
The combination of ultra-low CO 2 
emissions and the ability to run in 
relatively cheap electric-only mode 
means some serious savings can 
be made. For instance, a higher- 
rate earner will face a £698 annual 
Benefit in Kind tax bill with the A3 
e-tron, while an A3 1.6 TDI Sport 
5 tronic will set them back £1,553. 

Mitsubishi PHEV drivers make 
even bigger savings, with top-rate 
tax payers saving a huge £2,273 
annually over the diesel equivalent. 
That’ll help buy a lot of fuel - which 
is good news, because unless you 
charge up every day and limit your 
mileage to a short commute, the 
Outlander will cost at the pumps. 
With the petrol engine running, 
it’ll struggle to crack 30mpg. 

As with all our cars, you should 
plug the PHEV into the mains as 
often as possible. A full charge on 
all three will cost no more than a 
few pounds, but with its potential 
100-mile range the BMW will go 
furthest on a full battery. 

So the savings are there, but 
only if the car fits your lifestyle 
and motoring needs. If you can’t 
get to a socket daily, the fuel bills 
will start to add up - particularly 
on the PHEV and e-tron, which can 
recharge on the move but only at 
the cost of even heavier fuel use. 

However, this tech is improving 
all the time, and it won’t be long 
before a car with a petrol generator 
for emergency use and a Tesla 
Model 5-rivalling 300-mile electric 
range arrives. Until then, you’ll 
have to do your sums carefully and 
ensure these compromised cars fit 
with your motoring requirements. 
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Practicality 3.7/5 


Gadgets 

COLUMN-mounted shifter 
and iDrive dial among 
hi-tech kit fitted to 
make driver’s life easier 

Dashboard 

CABIN is brilliantly 
packaged, imaginatively 
styled, easy to use and 
beautifully finished 


s 

C02/tax 

13g/km 


£□ or 5% 

o 

Practicality 

Boot (seats up/down) 


260/1, 100 Litres 

Performance 

0-60/30-70rnph 


7.2/6. 5 seconds 

CD 

Braking 

7D-D/6D-0/30-0mph 


UNLIBCE its rivals here, the is is a strict four-seater, 
although rear head and legroom match the Audi’s. 

The colourful trim and large windows give an aiiy 
feel, yet while the boot is well shaped and has a flat 
loading lip, its 260-htre capacity is the smallest. 

BMW claims the is will travel 120 miles between 
charges, although a range of between 80 and 100 miles 
in pure electric mode is more realistic with gentle 
use. Plugged into a domestic socket, the batteries 
can be boosted to an 80 per cent charge within seven 
hours, but BMW’s powerful £si5 i Wallbox charger 
slashes this time to three hours. A tiny nine-litre 
tank for the range-extending generator means 
youll get only around 80 miles between fill-ups. 


52.9/38.3/9.5m 

cs 

Running costs 

63.3mpg (on test) 
£9.5CJfiLL-up 








Road test 


Audi A3 e-tron vs rivals 


Figures 


BMW {3 
wHh Range 
Extender 



Audi A3 

Sportbadc 

e-trun 



Mitsubishi 
Outlander 
PHEV GX3h 



On-the-road price/total as tested 

£39,130*/£36,625 

RESIDUALS 

£29.950*/£32,S(X) 


£28.249'/£28.249 


Residual value (after 3yrs/36,000) 

fo nni /^n 0 % . 

LURE of BMW 

£13,298/44.4% 

BENEFIT IN KIND 

£11,243/39.8% 


Depreciation 

£20,129 

badgs isn’t enough 
to convince used 

£16,652 

LOW CO 2 

£17,006 

Annual tax liability std/higher rate 

341/£682 


emissions help 
make e-tron a 
cheap company 
car choice, with 

£332/£665 

dealers of bold 


Annual fuel cost (12k/20k miles) 

£922/£l,537 

□’s worth, so 

£1,813/£3,021 

£2,020/£3,366 

Ins. group/quote/road tax band/cost 

21/£383/A/£0 

it suffers fronn 

29/£390/A/£0 

26/£388/A/£0 

Cost of lst/2nd/3rd service 

£375 (5yrs 60k) 

weak residuals 
of 30.9 per cent. 

TBC 

higher-rate earners 

£500 (three services) 




saving nearly 
£1,000 a year 
over a diesel A3. 


OFF-ROAD 

Length/wheelbase 

3, 999/2, 570mm 

POWER 

4,312/2,630mm 

4,655/2,670mm 

PHEV’s two 

Height/width 

1,578/1, 775mm 

THE i3 has the 

l,424/l,785mm 

l,680/l,800mm 

electric motors 

Drivetrain 

Elec. motor/2cyl in-line 

lowest power 
output here at 
IGBbhp, but low 
kerbweight of 

Elec. motor/4cyl in-line 


2 X elec. motor/4cyl* — 

provide permanent 

Generator/engine 

647CC 

l,395cc 


l,998cc 

all-wheel drive, 
while ground 
clearance is 

Peak power/revs 

168/0 bhp/rpm 

201^/5,000 bhp/rpm 


200^/4,500 bhp/rpm 


Peak torque/revs 

250/0 Nm/rpm 

1,315kg meant 

250/1,600 Nm/rpm 


190/4,500 Nm/rpm 

the same as the 

Transmission 

Single-speed auto/rwd 

it comfortably 

6-spd auto/fwd 

BOOT SPACE 

Single-speed auto/4WD 

diesel model’s. 

Fuel tank capacity/spare wheel 

9 litres/repairkit 

set the pace at 
our test track. 

40 litres/repairkit 

AUDi claims e-tron 
is as practical as 
standard A3, but 
280-litre boot is 

45 litres/repair kit 

Boot capacity (seats up/down) 

260/1,100 litres 

280/1,120 litres • 

463/1,691 litres 

Kerbweight/payload/towing weight 

l,315/415kg/N/A 


l,540/510kg/N/A 

l,810/500/l,500kg'- 

KERBWEIGHT 

Turning circle/drag coefficient 

9.9 metres/0.30Cd 


10.9 metres/N/A 

85 litres down on 

10.6 metres/N/A 

COMBiNATiON of 
hefty SUV body, 
electric motors 

Basic warranty (miles)/recovery 

3yrs (unlimited)/3yrs 


3yrs (60,000)/3yrs 

petrol or diesel car. 

5yrs (62,500)/3yrs 

Service intervals/UK dealers 

Variable/44 

BRAKING 

Variable/34 


12,500 miles (lyr)/113 

and battery means 

Driver Power manufacturer/dealer pos. 

10th/22nd 

5KWNY, low- 

12th/26th 


23rd/19th 

Outlander tips the 

Euro NCAP: Adult/child/ped./stars 

86/81/57/4 

rolling-resistance 
tyres take their 
toll on braking 
performance, 

82/78/66/5 


88/84/64/5 

scales at 1,810kg. 







0-60/30-70mph 

7.2/6.5 secs 

7.916.6 secs 


10.2/10.0 secs 


30-50/50-70mph 

2.3**/4.2 secs^^ 

with the i3 needing 

3.5/4.8/6.3/8.0 secs 


3.5^^/6.5 secs** 


Top speed 

93mph 

more space than 

138mph 


106mph 


Braking 70-0/60-0/30-0mph 

52.9/38.3/9.5m**. 

its competitors 
to come to a halt. 

51.2/37.9/9.3m** 


51.4/37.1/9.1m** 


Noise levels outside/idle/30/70mph 

N/A/N/A/64/73dB 

60/52/62/71dB 


68/48/68/69dB 





Auto Express econ. (mpg/mpl)/range 

63.3/13.9/125 miles* 

ECONOMY 

32.2/7.1/283 miles 


28.9/6.4/286 miles 


Govt combined economy 

470.0mpg 

CLAiMED economy 

176.6mpg 


148.0mpg 


Govt combined economy 

103.6mpl 

is highest here, 
and is reflected 
in our test figures. 

38.8mpl 

STANDARD KIT 

32.5mpl 

MISSING KIT 

MiTSUBiSHi is 

Actual/claimed C02/tax bracket 

103/13g/km/5% 

203/37g/km/5% 

E-TRON is well 

226/44g/km/5% 



Our G3.3mpg 


equipped, with 


sparsely equipped 

Airbags/lsofix/park. sensors/camera 

Six/yes/yes/£790 

return is average, 

Seven/yes/yes/£275 

climate control 
sat-nav and 
keyless go all 
included. You 

Seven/yes/yes/no 

given its price - 
sat-nav showing 

pharcrinCT nninl'c 

Climate control/leather/heated seats 

Yes/£2,000/yes 

but our fleet □ 
recorded 134mpg. 

Yes/£l,115/£260 

Yes/£1, 500/no 

Metallic paint/LED lights/keyless entry 

£530/yes/£330 

£525/yes/yes •- 

£500/no/yes 

LI Icil gll Ig UUII ILa 

really should be 
standard on a car 

Sat-nav/USB/DAB radio/Bluetooth 

Yes/yes/yes/yes 


Yes/yes/yes/yes 

even get powerful 

Ma /\/oc /n A /\/oc 


HU/ yco/ MU/ yco 

Stability/cruise control 

Yes/yes 


Yes/£225 

LED headlamps. 

Yes/yes 

of this type. 


Results 


1st 


BMW 

NONE of our contenders 
here is perfect, but the 
brilliant i3 puts eco-friendly 
credentials into the most usable, 
everyday package. Designed from the 
ground up as an EV, it has the longest 
battery range, boldest looks and best- 
packaged cabin. While the generator 
isn’t ideally suited to long motorway 
stints, it relieves range anxiety. This 
is the best alternative-fuel model. 

★★★★★ 


AUDI 

ITS very easy to be 
seduced by the e-tron’s 
upmarket badge, classy cabin and 
penny-pinching on-paper costs, as 
well as its punchy performance. 
However, the hybrid set-up feels 
less well resolved than rival range- 
extenders, while the batteries’ extra 
weight blunts the drive. Finally, if 
you use the car for long journeys, 
fuel economy suffers, too. 



*Prices include £5,000 Governnnent plug-in car grant. '^Combined output, '^'^in kickdown. **Figures recorded in wet. insurance quotes from AA 
(Tel 0800 107 0680 orwww.theAA.com) for a 42-year-old living in Banbury, Oxon, with three penalty points. Residual values provided by CDLViP Data. 


MITSUBISHI 

IFyou want space, 
rugged SUV styling and 
low company car tax bills, then the 
Outlander PHEV makes a certain 
amount of sense. Yet the petrol 
engine is thirsty, the interior 
feels low-rent and the driving 
experience lags behind that of the 
best 4x4s. Finally, in GX3h trim it 
lacks the standard kit you’d expect 
on a car costing nearly £30,000. 

'k'k'k'^Tpt 





:5 




m 



Audi charging? 


Vauxhall Ampera 


e-tron models? 

CURRENTLY, the A3 Sportback is the only model 
available with e-tron technology. However, Audi 
has revealed a number of plug-in concept cars, 
including the 2012 A1 e-tron, which featured a 
three-cylinder turbo engine and electric motor. 


PLUG into a domestic supply and the A3 will be fully 
charged in around four hours. Install a British Gas 
wallbox or use a public charging point, and the time 
is slashed to just over two hours. Even better, the 
e-tron comes with charging cables for all situations. 


SLOW sales mean that Vauxhall is planning to pull 
the plug on the Ampera. However, the sleekly styled 
machine is still one of the best range-extenders money 
can buy, thanks to its strong performance, economy 
and well integrated petrol-electric drivetrain. 
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IDRIVERI 

PSWER 



Take part in the survey 
where your opinion really matters 


TELL US ABOUT YOUR CAR 
AND WIN £2,000 WORTH 

OF PRODUCTS 


The UiCs bi^est and best car 
satisfaction survey is now live 


Go to www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower 
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Road test 


THE Niirburgring Nordschleife 
circuit in Germany has a fearsome 
reputation, and car makers take great 
pride in boasting about their lap records 
at the infamous ‘Green Hell’. While 
supercars battle for the outright lap 
record, there are other titles to lay 
claim to, such as the fastest hot hatch. 

The current title holder is the 
Renaultsport Megane Trophy R, which 
completed the 13-mile course in under 
eight minutes. To celebrate, Renault is 
selling a limited-edition roadgoing 
version, featuring performance tweaks 
inspired by the record-breaking car. 

With a price tag nudging £37,000, 
the Trophy R is moving into the realm of 
dedicated sports cars, and for £3,000 
more, you could get behind the wheel 
of a Porsche Cayman. The entry-level 
2.7 delivers plenty of driving thrills, 
but how do these two cars compare? 

We hit road and track to find out. 




o 


Road test 


Renaultsport Megane Trophy R vs Porsche Cayman 





MODEL TESTED: Renaultsport Megane 275 Trophy R 

PRICE: £36,430 ENGINE: 2.0-Litre 4cyL. 271bhp 


N f J Renaultsport Megane has always 
JlU been at the cutting edge of hot hatch 
development, and the latest model pushes 
the performance envelope even hirthcr. The 
Trophy R is based on the Megane Trophy, 
so has a lyibhp turbocharged four-cylinder 
engine, as well as weight-saving measures and 
performance-enhancing kit, all for £3 6,430. 


Styling 3.7/5 


WHILE the standard Megane is looking a 
bit old these days, the Renaultsport model 
has carved its own niche, thanks to its three- 
door coupe body and racy add-ons. The 
Trophy R takes this a step further with 
distinctive red body stripes, while the 
standard car’s 19 -inch wheels are replaced by 
lightweight Speedline alloys of the same size. 

These are black as standard, but our car 
had red wheels, which cost £250 extra. The 
Trophy R comes in white, while black paint 
is a £525 option, Arctic White with a black 
roof £625 and Renaultsport’s Liquid Yellow 
metallic a hefty £1,300. Whichever colour you 
go for, the Trophy R lettering on the front 
splitter, the deletion of the rear windscreen 
wiper and an Akrapovic-branded carbon-fibre 
exhaust tip all add to its sporty appearance. 

Inside, there are more significant changes. 
The Trophy R has ditched the back seats 
and parcel shelf - they’ve been replaced by 
a substantial brace across the suspension 
mounts - while lightweight, polycarbonate- 
shelled Recaro seats with bright red five- 
point Sabelt racing harnesses have been 
fitted up front. Our car featured the 
£1,995 Nurburgring Record Pack, which 
adds a six-point harness for the driver, 
while the passenger seat makes do with 
a regular, ligjiter, three-point seatbelt. 

These additions shout about the Trophy R’s 
potential, but overall cabin quality is a 
letdown. Hard plastics are used for the dash, 
and the layout is identical to the standard 
Megane’s, save for the removal of the stereo. 
Even though the rear wash/wipe has been 
deleted to save weight, it’s still present on 
the column stalk, while the door trims 
still feature speaker grilles. We also found 
the electric window switch panel on the 
driver’s door was fitting loosely. This may 
be a stripped-out, racer for the road, but 
it feels decidedly cheap in places. 

Reliability 3.7/5 

THE Megane Trophy R should prove to be 
reliable, as the base hatch has a reasonable 
reputation and has been in production for 
quite awhile now. Renaultsport has added 
plenty of bespoke running gear to optimise 

“Switching to 
race mode makes 
attacking a twisting 
road an absolute joy” 


its performance. Plus, the lack of electrical 
goodies means there’s less to go wrong 
in the first place. If you do have problems, 
the Trophy R gets the same four-year 
warranty and breakdown cover as the 
rest of the range, which will hopefully 
give added peace of mind. 

Safety will be good, as you get six airbags 
and an advanced stability control system, and 
if you think the five-point racing harness is 
overkill, there’s a standard seatbelt for regular 
use. However, you still need this buckled if 
you’re using the harness, otherwise the 
car’s seatbelt warning chime will cut in. 

Running costs 2.6/5 

AT £3 6,430, the Trophy R is expensive for a 
hot hatch, although its bespoke nature goes 
some way to justifying the cost. If you’re 
considering it, then stumping up £1, 9 9 5 for 
the Nurburgring Record Pack will give you 
the ultimate Megane experience, although if 
you want luxuries such as sat-nav and climate 
control, they’re also offered as options. 

We managed 26.7mpg on test, which 
wasn't as good as the Porsche, but emissions 
of i74g/km are marginally cleaner than the 
Cayman’s. You can get a four-year servicing 
package for the Trophy R, while a limited 
production run - only 5 0 cars will come 
to the UK - means it has the best residuals 
by far of any current Renault model. 


Exterior 
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Renaultsport Meg 
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ane Trophy R 


Road test 


Driving 4.8/5 

PRESS the starter button, and the 
2.0-litre turbo buzzes into life. There’s 
plenty of noise in the cabin, thanks to 
the removal of 21kg worth of sound 
deadening, but use all the revs and the 
Akrapovic titanium exhaust delivers a 
distinctive note, with pops and bangs 
if you time your gearshift right. 

Get rolling, and you’re immediately 
aware of the Trophy R’s extremely firm 
ride. The standard Ohlins Road 6- Track 
dampers deliver brilliant body control, 
but the ultra-stiff chassis means the 
Megane follows eveiy ripple and rut in 
the road. You can adjust the dampers to 
suit the surface, although this involves 
getting your hands dirty under the 
wheelarches. Urban or motorway 


driving is a trial more than a joy, as 
the harsh ride and lack of sound 
deadening mean eveiy trip will leave 
your body tingling and ears ringing. 

But head for a twisty road, and the 
Trophy R comes into its own. The track- 
focused Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 tyres 
deliver phenomenal grip in the dry, 
while switching the car to Sport or Race 
modes means the sharp chassis, stiff 
dampers and direct steering let you 
know exactly what’s going on beneath 
you, and makes attacking a twisting 
road an absolute joy. These modes also 
liberate the full 27ibhp on offer, and the 
engine’s meaty power delivery feels very 
responsive, plus there’s barely a hint of 
torque steer under hard acceleration. 

At the test track, the Trophy R 
was a close match to the Cayman for 
performance, with similar acceleration 
figures and impressive braking from 
the optional 350mm floating Brembo 
discs and calipers. However, while 
the Trophy R impresses on a dry 
road, if it’s cold or wet, you need 
to tread carefully, as the track- 
biased t3n:es need to be warm 
before they perform at their best. 


Braking 

70-0/60-0/30-0mph 

44 . 9 / 27 . 9 /a. 2 m 

cs 

Running costs 

26.7mpg (on test) 
£71 fiLL-up 


cl?6e « you can get to a t^mac- 
apaoiOoaUon rally oar for the 

■me raoe-derlved 

tyres deUver a raw driving 

that’s truly 

exiillaratltLS . " 
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C02/tax 

174g/km 
£205 or 27% 


Practicality 

Boot 
991 Litres 


Performance 

0-60/30-7Dmph 


5. 6/4.5 seconds 


/■ 
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T¥CnfiES* 

»You to 

the attonuon to do^ - 
th© stFandai'O 
12 volt battery with a 
slim lithium-ion item 

laarsaltalliingpotnt. 


Materials 

HARD plastics let down 
the cabin, and some 


fittings feel loose, but 
this all adds to Megane's 
sporty character 


Seats 

RECARO seats hold 
you in place through 
tight turns, while our 
car featured optional 
six-point belt for driver 



Cargo net stops items in rear rolling to the front 



Practicality 2.7/5 


THE two-seater layout means the Trophy R is less versatile than the standard 
Renaultsport for carrying passengers, but stripping out the rear seats has 
resulted in acres of space in the back. The rear strut brace has a cargo net 
attached to it to stop items rolling forward into the passenger compartment, 
while Renault has designed the boot so that it can accommodate a set of tyres. 
Go for the Nurburgring Record Pack, and you get a set of branded tyre covers. 

The figure-hugging Recaro seats require a special technique to climb in 
and out, where you swivel on your backside with your leg cocked in the air 
to get over the high sides. Once in place, the seats are firm, but reasonably 
comfortable. Rear visibility is poor due to the lack of wiper, although 
standard rear parking sensors help to compensate for this. 
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Renaultsport Megane Trophy R vs Porsche Cayman 


MODEL TESTED: Porsche Cayman 

PRICE: £40,234 ENGINE: 2.7-Litre fTat-six, 271bhp 


THE second-generation Porsche Cayman 
was launched in 2013, and it follows the 
same formula created by the original. That 
means it's essentially a Boxster with a roof, 
but the stiffness of the hard top means the 
Cayman is a better driver’s car as a result. 

There are currently three models in the 
range: the 2.7-htre standard car, plus the 3.4- 
litre S and GTS. We line up the base model, 
with a starting price of £40,234, which is 
only around £1,000 more than the total 
for the Megane Trophy R we’ve tested here. 

styling 4.5/5 

PORSCHE is famous for producing the 
legendary rear-engined 911, but it’s also tried 
its hand at building mid-engined cars, and 
the models that have followed this format 
have gone down in history as some of the 
most successful sports cars in history. The 
Cayman is the latest road car to use this 
template, and as you would expect, it shares 
its styling cues with the Boxster roadster, 
albeit with the addition of a metal roof 
that incorporates a large glass tailgate. 

The low nose, round headlights and 
distinctive profile mean the Cayman is 
unmistakably a Porsche, while the entry-level 
2.7 model can be upgraded to look just like 
more powerful versions, with bigger wheels 
and colour-coded trim. No matter how you 
spec up your Cayman, it’s unlikely to make the 
same impact as the racer-for-the-road looks of 
the Megane, but then the understated appeal of 
the Porsche will be attractive to many buyers. 

Climb inside, and the Ca3mran is leagues 
ahead of the Trophy R for quality. The layout 
has plenty of traditional Porsche touches, 
including overlapping dials on the dash, banks 
of buttons flanking thegearlever, as well as 
high-quality plastics and metal trim. The 
layout takes a bit of getting used to, especially 
the rather vague climate controls, but there’s 
no faulting the driving position, while the 
clear view out and well weighted controls 
mean the Cayman is surprisingly easy to drive. 

Driving 5.0/5 

POWER for the Porsche Cayman comes from 
a 2.7-litre flat-six, but while it’s the smallest 
engine in the range, it’s still a characterful 
performer. It makes 27ibhp, which is the 
same as the Trophy R, but the naturally 
aspirated Porsche delivers peak power at 
7,400rpm - some 2,ooorpm higher than 
the Renault. More importantly, it’s down on 
torque, with 29oNm at 4,500rpm, while 
the Trophy R offers 3 6oNm at 3,ooorpm. 

Combine the lower torque figure of the 
Porsche with relatively long gearing, and you 

“While it's just as 
fast as the Megane, 
it's more refined in 
everyday use” 


need to use all of the revs to make the most 
of the power available. 1 low ever, that’s no 
hardship, as the flat-six delivers a distinctive 
howl - especially if you add the £1,473 sports 
exhaust. The six-speed gearbox makes the 
most of the power on offer, too, with a slick, 
mechanical shift that has a positive action. 

While the Cayman delivers respectable 
straight-line performance, it’s in corners 
where it really impresses. The fast, accurate 
steering means the car has positive turn-in, 
and the chassis generates lots of grip - so 
much so that you’re never likely to trouble 
the standard-fit stability control when 
pushing on a twisting country road. 

Where the Porsche really differs from the 
Trophy R is how it delivers its performance. 
You need to keep the engine on the boil at 
high revs to make the most of its power, but 
while it sounds manic, the Cayman covers 
ground without the Trophy R's fuss or drama. 

And that’s where this car steals an 
advantage over the Megane. While the 
Renault is pushing the absolute limit of 
front-drive performance, the Porsche is 
barely tapping the potential of its mid- 
engined set-up. So although it’s just as fast, 
it's more refined and capable in everyday 
use. Motorway cruising comfort is first-rate, 
with smooth damping and a hushed cabin 
at speed, while the suspension soaks up city 
streets nearly as well as an executive saloon. 

Reliability 4.2/5 

THE Cayman shares its running gear and 
electrical systems with other models in the 
Porsche range, and as the company designs 
its cars with performance in mind, it should 
prove able to stand up to the rigours of 
everyday life. While the original Cayman 
was built in Finland by Valmet Automotive, 
the current car is assembled by German 
coachbuilder Karmann, although production 
standards are as high as they are at the 
manufacturer’s Stuttgart works. 

Porsche is confident that its cars will last, so 
the Cayman has two-year service intervals. But 
while maintenance will be expensive, you can 
expect a first-class service, as Porsche dealers 
came third in our Driver Power 2014 siirvey. 

Running costs 2.5/5 

THE Cayman 2.7 costs £40,234, but while 
that’s only £934 more than the total of the 
Megane Trophy R tested, you don’t get much 
kit for your mon^. The Renault features 
keyless eiitiy, parking sensors and cruise 
control, but these are all pricey options on the 
Cayman. You get a CD player, but no DAB 
radio, while climate control is an expensive 
£518 option. However, there are assorted 
mechanical upgrades, including adaptive 
dampers and ceramic brakes, but they only 
enhance the already engaging standard car. 

Standard stop-start helps fuel economy - 
we managed 27. 6mpg on test - but higher 
emissions mean the Cayman is costlier to tax. 
Still, residuals of 51.2 per cent are better than 
the Trophy R’s, despite that car’s acdusivi^. 
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Road test 


Head-to-head 

Performance 

THESE high-performance 
models serve up exactly the 
same 271bhp power output, 
but the turbocharged Renault 
has a broader spread of mid- 
range torque, which boosts 
in-gear acceleration. 

However, one of the thrills 
of driving the Porsche is being 
able to wind the 2.7-litre flat 
six-cylinder engine all the 
way up to maximum revs, in 
comparison, the stripped-out 
Trophy R’s lack of soundproofing 
means it's left feeling very raw. 


^ysipifx 


Racing kit 


RENAULT has used race-derived 
kit from Brembo (brakes, below), 
Ohlins (dampers), Allevard 
(springs), Recaro (seats) and 
Speedline (wheels) to enhance 
the Megane. Porsche doesn’t 
buy in technology, but does 
offer in-house-developed kit 
such as ceramic brakes, sports 
suspension and lightweight seats. 


Load space 

STRiPPiNG the back seats 
out of the Trophy R creates 
a large load space, which 
Renault has designed to 
accommodate a set of tyres. 
The Cayman doesn’t have the 
same maximum space, but 
the front and rear boots are 
reasonably sized and can take a 
surprising amount of luggage. 


ayman 


Materials 

METAL trim and 
high-quality plastics 
give Porsche a more 
upmarket feel than 
in the Megane 


Buttons 

BANKS of buttons 
near the gearlever 
are a traditional 
Porsche touch 
and provide easy 
access for use 


s 

C02/tax 


“TliQ CaytaflJi is a fantastic 
sports oar, and tHe 
entry-level g.7 model is 
lust as oapable of putting 
a amllB on your face as 
Porsche modela 
twice the price- TSThat S 
more, its excellent 
all-round ability mean^ 
you oould ©ashy 
drive one on a 
daUy basis." 
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Practicality 

Boot (front/rear) 
150/275 Litres 

0 

Performance 

□-60/30-70iTiph 
5. 6/4.6 seconds 


Braking 

70-0/60-0/3 O-Omph 
43.7/31.6/8.2m 


Running costs 

27.6nnpg (on test) 
£76 fiLL-up 


Practicality 3.2/5 

AS it’s a two-seater sports car, you wouldn’t expect the 
Porsche Cayman to be particularly practical. However, 
you might be surprised by how much luggage you 
can take with you. The tailgate lifts to reveal a shallow 
load area, although Porsche claims that it has a 
volume of 275 litres. The two deep bins either side of 
the engine cover are useful, although they are tricky 
to access. Pop the bonnet, and you get a well shaped 
15 o-litre front boot, which is deep and rectangular. 

The passenger compartment is spacious, and 
it’s easy to get comfortable. Porsche’s trademark 
cup-holders pop out above the spacious glovebox, 
and while the door bins are a little narrow, 
they hinge open to improve access. 


195g/km 


£265 or 31% 
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Renaultsport Megane Trophy R vs Porsche Cayman 


Road test 


Figures 


Porsche 



Renaiitsport 

Megn^S 


On the road price/total as tested 

£40.234/ £46.464 

RESIDUALS 

PORSCHE'S 
prsdicted resale 

£36,430/£3P.300 

£17,669/48.5% 

Residual value (after 3yrs/36,000) 

£20,600/51.2% ■ 

Depreciation 

£19,634 

value of 51.2 per 

£18,761 

Annual tax liability std/higher rate 

£2,461/£4,922 

cent is even better 

£l,949/£3,897 

Annual fuel cost (12k/20k miles) 

£2,340/£3,900 

than the limited- 
edition Trophy R. 

£2,419/£4,032 

Ins. group/quote/road tax band/cost 

37/£421/|/£265 

39/£386/H/£205 


Cost of lst/2nd/3rd service 


£480/£610/£480 


£299 (3yrs) 


Length/wheelbase 

4, 380/2, 475mm 



4,299/2,636mm 

Height/ width 

l,294/l,801mm 



l,435/l,848mm 

Engine 

Flat 6cyl/2,706cc 



4cyl in-line/l,998cc 

Peak power/revs 

271/7,400 bhp/rpm 



271/5,500 bhp/rpm 

Peak torque/revs 

290/4,500 Nm/rpm 

BOOT CAPACITY 

360/3,000 Nm/rpm 

Transmission 

6-spd man/rwd 


THERE’S a 

6-spd man/fwd 

Fuel tank capacity/spare wheel 

64 litres/repair kit 


combined 

60 litres/repair kit * 

Boot capacity 

425 litres 

425 litres on offer, 
split between 

991 litres 

Kerbweight/payload 

l,330/325kg 

150 litres in the 

l,297/303kg 

Turning circle/drag coefficient 

11.0 metres/0.30Cd 

front boot and 

11.1 metres/0.34Cd 

Basic warranty (miles)/recovery 

3yrs/3yrs 

275 litres at 

4yrs (100k)/4yrs 

Service intervals/UK dealers 

20k miles (2yrs)/36 • — 


the back. 

18,000 miles (lyr)/153 

Driver Power manufacturer/dealer pos 

6th/3rd 

15th/14th 

Euro NCAP: Adult/child/ped./stars 

N/A 

83/78/60/4 (2014) • 




SERVICING 


0-60/30-70mph 

5.6/4.6 secs 


THERE’S no fixed- 

5.6/4.5 secs 

30-50mph in 3rd/4th 

3.7/5.1 secs 


price servicing, but 

■hxx/o-x/oar irrhorv/alc 

2.2/3.5 secs 

50-70mph in 5th/6th 

6.4/8.1 secs 


LWU ycicll II ILcI VciL3 ' 

should help to 

4.3/6.0 secs 

Top speed/rpm at 70mph 

165mph/2,500rpm 

spread the cost. 

158mph/2,500rpm 

Braking 70-0/60-0/30-0mph 

43.7/31.6/8.2ni 


44.9/27.9/8.2m 

Noise outside/idle/30/70mph 

65/31/61/70dB 



64/53/69/77dB 

Auto Express econ (mpg/mpl)/range 

27.6/6.1/389 miles 



26.7/5.9/352 miles 

Govt urban/extra-urban/combined 

23.9/44.1/33.6mpg 



28.8/45.6/37.7mpg 

Govt urban/extra-urban/combined 

5.3/9.7/7.4mpl 

OPTIONS 

6.3/10.0/8.3mpl 

Actual/claimed C02/tax bracket 

236/195g/km/31% 

YOU don’t get 
much as standard 

244/174g/km/27% 



on the Cayman, 


Airbags/lsofix/park sensors/camera 

Six/£122/£348/£1.044- 

while going wild 

Six/no/rear/£350 

Automatic box/stability/cruise control 

£1.922/yes/£267 

with options 

No/yes/yes 

Climate control/leather/heated seats 

£518/£2,174/£284 

could double 

£500/part/no 

Metallic paint/xenon lights/keyless go 

£558/£1.061/£599 

the list price! 

£525/no/yes 

Sat-nav/USB/DAB radio/Bluetooth 

£2.141/yes/£324/£446 



£500/£300/no/£300 ■ 


SPARE WHEEL 

IT gos5 against 
the weight-saving 
philosophy of the 
Trophy R, but you 
can add a space- 
saver spare 
wheel for £95. 


EURO NCAP 

THE five-door 
Megane had a five- 
star rating in 2008, 
but in the tougher 
retest last year, it 
earned three stars. 
An update and 
second retest saw 
it achieve a four- 
star score. 


OPTIONS 

SAT-nav, clinnate 
control and a 
stereo are all 
offered, while 
electrically 
operated, heated 
and folding door 
mirrors are £150. 


Results 


PORSCHE 

THE Cayman is the entry 
point to Porsche coupe 
ownership, but you won’t feel short- 
changed with the 2.7. it has more than 
enough performance to entertain on 
any road, while its beautifully balanced 
handling will leave you grinning from 
ear to ear. Add fine motorway manners, 
plus compact dimensions and fuel- 
saving stop-start for around town, 
and the Cayman is a thrilling coupe 
you could live with every day. 

★★★★★ 



*Red = equipment fitted to our test car. Insurance quotes from AA (Tel 0800 107 0680 orwww.theAA.com) 
fora 42-year-old living in Banbury, Oxon, with three penalty points. Residual values provided by CDLVIP Data. 


RENAULT 

TO be mentioned in 
the same breath as 
Porsche is a victory for the 
Megane Trophy R. it represents the 
pinnacle of Renaultsport’s hot hatch 
development, and on the right road 
its ability to transcend its humble 
hatchback roots and turn into a razor- 
sharp driving machine is staggering, 
it'll embarrass supercars on a track 
day, but its intense character means 
you’d be mad to use it on a daily basis. 

'k'k'k'ki^ 



Ring 

leaders 

How Renault took the 
Nordschleife lap record 

WHILE Porsche is a front- 
runner for the outright lap 
record at the Nurburgring 
Nordschleife with its 918 
Spyder, Renaultsport has 
concentrated on making 
the Megane the king of 
the front-wheel-drive 
hot hatchbacks. 

The Trophy R weighs in 
at 1,297kg, which is around 
100kg lighter than the 
standard Megane Trophy. 
Weight has been saved 
with the removal of the 
air-conditioning system 
(-6kg), backseats (-20kg), 
sat-nav and radio (-1.4kg), 
rear wash/wipe (-1kg) and 
sound deadening (-21kg). 

More weight is saved 
with the addition of the 
lightweight polycarbonate- 
shelled Recaro seats 
(-22kg), Speedline alloy 
wheels (-5kg), Allevard 
composite front springs 
(-2kg) and an Akrapovic 
titanium exhaust (-4kgj. 

If you add the £1,995 
Nurburgring Record Pack, 
you get larger and lighter 
brakes, which save 3kg, 
while a lithium-ion 12v 
battery sits under the 
bonnet and saves a hefty 
16kg over the standard 
lead-acid version. 

All of these changes 
helped the Trophy R to 
post a lap record at the 
Nurburgring Nordschleife 
last June, of seven minutes, 
54.36 seconds - that's 
23 seconds faster than 
Renault’s last hardcore 
Megane, the R26.R. 
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What do you think? 

Tell us about your car 

www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower 


Range secrets 


Megane Trophy? 

THE Trophy R is the flagship Renaultsport model, it’s 
based on the Megane Trophy, which costs £28,930, 
and features the creature comforts deleted from the 
Trophy R. What’s more, you can add Ohlins dampers 
and sticky Michelin Cup tyres to match the top model. 


Hardcore Cayman? 

PORSCHE has just announced the stripped-out 
flagship Cayman GT4 (issue 1,356). it uses a 380bhp 
version of the 3.4-litre flat-six from the Cayman S, 
and covers 0-62mph in 4.4 seconds. However, at 
£64,451, it costs £24k more than the standard car. 



BMW M235i Coupe 

THE M3 and M4 have moved upmarket, so the flagship 
2 Series Coupe fills the gap at this price bracket. At 
£34,535, it’s £2,000 less than the Trophy R, so you 
can upgrade to the £515 M Sport adaptive dampers 
to make the most of the rear-wheel-drive chassis. 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 


Special Issue 97 







GGt ready for happy 



The Hyundai ilO. An award-winning city car with great 
customer reviews and a great offer too. What’s not to like? 

Find out more at hyundai.co.uk 

Personal Contract Purchase 75 month term. 10,000 miles ixa. Minimum 30% deposit required. 


nEWTHiriKina 

HYUnoni HEW POSSIBILITIES. 



Fuel consumption in MPG tl/lOOkm) for ilO range; Urban 35.3 (8.0) - 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 55.4 (5.1) - 76.3 
(3.7), Combined 45.6 (6.2) - 65.7 (4.3), CO; Emissions 142 - 98 g/km. these official EU test figures are to be 
used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results, vau wui not own uw vchki* untu <« 

p^yiBiVTts tm LaiT|j«:t ^Hyundei HO 1st J^ijsnj lafid Jl!rt March 2015 hcJfcrsiv^Owf S month Iteim At the end Of thtagrepmenl 

tfMtfe ^ 3 Qpttofit tU Reoevwt Part exchange tJie vehicle, (B Ftetaio; Pay the Opt^nal Rival Paynwfit to own the vehicle or (HI Return the vehtJe, Rjf ther charges may be made 
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cars LivingwithaMazdaB 


Essentials 

Mazda 3 2.0 Sport Nav 

On fleet since: February 2014 
Price new: £20,195 

Engine: 2.0-litre Acyl, llSbhp 
C02/tax: 119g/km/£30 
Options: Soul Red metallic 

paint (£660), leather 
upholstery (£1,200), 
Safety Pack (£700) 
Insurance*: Group: 18 Quote: £341 
Mileage/mpg: 31, 969/41. 5mpg 
Any problems? None so far 

*lnsurance quote provided by AA 
(0800 107 0680) for a 42-year-old living 
in Banbury, Oxon, with three points. 



INTERIOR There’s a seven-inch 
touchscreen, or you can use the 
rotary controller on the centre 
console to navigate through the 
assorted options on the display 



GEARBOX Six-speed gearbox 
holds sweet spot of rev range 
perfectly, and makes up for 
slightly underpowered engine 



PRACTICALITY It s not a 

class leader, but 364-litre boot 
is still generous and grows to 
1,263 litres with back seats folded 


"Tlie Mazda Is a 
for driving but 
quality la stUl a oouple 

□f steps MUlnd tne 

Glasses best cars. 

4oaD resT ^ 0 ^ 02 . 
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Mazda 3 

FINAL REPORT After nearly 32,000 miles, our man's at one with 



2l 


OtiaClay 

0lt3-_Clay@dennis.co.uk 
■■ @AEsnapper 


nj I HAVE to admit that I’ve never been 
xl 3 particularly fond of horses. They 
scare me a bit, due to a combination 
of the immense power in their legs, 
the fact they have a mind of their own, 
which makes them unpredictable, plus 
their unhealthy love of Polo mints. 

It’s a shame, because our Mazda 3 has 
been built with the Japanese philosophy 
of ‘Jinba Ittai’ in mind. This translates as 
horse and rider in perfect harmony, and 
is the basis of Mazda’s SkyActiv range 
of weight-saving measures. When car 
makers come up with these phrases, I 
don’t really pay much attention, but over 
the past 12 months, 31,969 miles and 
numerous trips across the South Downs, 
I realise that it sums up exactly how 
I feel about the Japanese hatch. 

As Mazda has embraced the horse 
and rider theme to develop its cars, 

I felt that it was time to meet my 
four-legged fears face-to-face for 
the 3’s final photoshoot, because 
it’s one of the best cars I’ve ever run. 

The bond between a horse and its 
rider is, as I have come to learn, veiy 
important, and it’s not something which 
is easy to acquire. But my affinity with 
the Mazda seems to have got stronger as 



the months have passed. The 364-litre 
boot isn’t the biggest in the class, but it 
has more than enough room for all my 
camera gear. And when I’m not carting 
around cameras, tripods and cleaning 
kit, there’s enough room to seat five 
adults in comfort on long journeys. 

I also think the 3 looks pretty good, 
especially in top-spec Sport trim, 
and is more distinctive than other 
hatchbacks currently on sale. 

But the one thing which has really 
won me over is how the Mazda drives. 
The iiSbhp 2.0 -litre naturally aspirated 
petrol engine seems a bit archaic when 
compared to the latest small-capacity 
turbos offered in other cars. Yet 

“The one thing 
which has really 
won me over is how 
the Mazda 3 drives” 


HANDLING Philosophy behind 
Mazda’s SkyActiv tech translates 
as horse and rider in harmony, and 
that’s how Otis feels at wheel 
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while it’s a little underpowered, 
it’s a joy to use. You need to rev it 
to make the most of the power on 
tap, but the slick six-speed gearbox 
means it’s no hardship to keep it 
in the sweet spot of the rev range. 

The car also feels veiy light and 
agile, and is a real joy to drive quickly 
on twisty roads. And while road noise 
is a little intrusive at motorway 
speeds, this is a price that’s worth 
paying so that 1 can take advantage 
of the sharp handling. I guess that’s 
where the horse and rider theme 
makes the most sense, as the 3 really 
is an entertaining driver’s car. 

Sadly, it’s now been put out 
to pasture, returning to Mazda, 
leaving me with a long face. And 
my next set of wheels will have to 
be pretty special to fill the shoes 
of my dearly departed steed... 


364/1,263 Litres 8.9 5GC5/121mph 


£30 or 16% 


SOB 

C02/tax Practicality Performance 

119g/knn Boot (seats up/down) □-62/top speed 


MY RATING ★★★★★ 
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HvundaiilO 

* FIRST REPORT Sibling rivalry is put to the test in battle of the hatchbacks 


Jonathan Burn 

Jonathan_burn@dennis.co.uk 

DURING our time with the dinky 
Hyundai iio, there’s been veiy little 
to give us a headache, as the city car 
has impressed with its big car feel 
and superb value for money. 

It even dispatches motorway 
marathons with little fuss, and for 
a car of this size that’s not something 
you’d expect it to have in its armoury. 
Given this list of talents, could it be a 
better bet than its izo bigger brother? 
We were keen to find out, so brought the 
pair together for a unique comparison. 

Big brothers specialise in humiliation, 
embarrassment and exploiting 
weaknesses for all to see, so would it 
be an awkward encounter for the iio? 

Obviously, there are plenty of 
similarities. Both five-doors are genuine 
five-seaters, with strong interior build 
quality and lots of standard equipment. 

The izo has a more premium image, 
helped by the sleeker roofline, LED 
daytime running lights and floating 
G-piBars, but this is where its dominance 
comes to an end. And it’s how the 

“The iio has a far 
wider range of 
abilities than its 
bigger brother, too” 


two cars drive which is the biggest 
difference. Under the bonnet of this 
particular izo sits a rather uninspiring 
74bhp i.z-litre four-cylinder petrol 
engine. Whereas rivals are all bringing 
turbocharged three-cylinders to the 
party, Hyundai doesn’t yet offer 
one. It’s a real missed oppormifiiy. 

The izo needs to be revved to make 
the most of the power on offer, but that 
means youll struggle to match the 
claimed 58.9mpg it’s capable of. 

This isn’t the case with the iio, 
however. It uses a i.o-litre naturally 
aspirated three-cylinder engine, 
which suits the car’s character 
perfectly. It’s an eager, sprightly 
engine and sounds good, too. 

After nearly 6,000 miles in and around 
central London, we’ve also averaged a 
healthy 43.impg. In previous tests with 
the izo, we’ve rarely got above sSmpg. 

The iio has a far wider range of 
abilities than its bigger brother, too. On 
the move it feels more compliant and 
forgiving around town, whereas the izo 
tends to fidget over rougher surfaces. 

Load both cars up with passengers 
and luggage, and although the izo will 
swallow more, the iio does a far better 
job of managing the extra weight and 
keeping those inside more comfortable. 

My verdict? The iio is definitely a 
wiser choice - this is one instance where 
bigger doesn’t necessarily mean better. 

MY RATING ★★★★★ 





INTERIOR iio and 120 
(below) have similar 
interior design, with 
coloured dash trim 
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of UrlghtOT i 

help It stand out from the crowd 4 . 



Q 

COz/tax 

114g/km 
£30 or 15% 

o 

Practicality 

Boot (seats up/down) 
218/1,012 Litres 

o 

Running costs 

43.1mpg (on test) 
£43liLLHjp 


Essentials 

Hyundai no 1.0 5E 

On fleet since: July 2014 
Price new: £9,660 

Engine: 1.0-litre 3cyl, 65bhp 
C 02 /tax: 108g/knn/£20 
Options: Metallic paint (£495) 
Insurance*: Group: 1 Quote: £309 
Mileage/mpg: 5, 670/43. Impg 
Any problems? None so far 

*lnsurance quote provided by AA 
(0800 107 0680) for a 42-year-old living 
in Banbury, Oxon, with three points. 



DRIVING Sharp, accomplished 
and capable, the i10 manages to 
embarrass its sibling when it 
comes to ability on the road 



GEARBOX Five-speed gearbox 
has slick and precise action, while 
tail-striding top gear takes strain 
out of long motorway journeys 



Fleetwatch 



Fiat Panda Cross 


THE Fiat is the smallest car on our fleet, but 
that hasn’t stopped road test editor James 
Disdale putting it to the test as a family ferrler, 
with the help of his two young children. 

First up. the rear bench easily accommodated 
two bulky child seats, while the 225-litre boot 
swallowed two scooters, various bags, wellies 
and even a few bags of shopping (above). 

With his family safely squeezed on board. 
James could concentrate on enjoying the Panda 
Cross’s driving experience. And with its eager 
TwinAir engine, grippy 
4WD transmission and 
high-set driving position, 
it was a hoot to thread 
down the lanes near 
James’ Hertfordshire 
home. Less impressive 
was the 34mpg fuel 
return, which was 
barely any better than 
our VW Golf GTI’s. 


Our fleet 

Audi TT 

New arrival 

BMWi3 

Issues 1,338, 1,353 

Dacia Duster 

Issues 1,305, 1,315, 
1,330,1,339 

Fiat Panda Cross 

New arrival 


SEAT 

Leon Cupra 

OUR Cupra hot hatch is 
proving huge fun on a 
daily basis, but the 
three-door body is 
putting a limit on its 
practical credentials. 

Deputy road test 
editor Dean Gibson has 
found it difficult to get 
child seats in the back, 
as the front seats don’t 
move far enough forward, 
although the sliding 
mechanism for the 
passenger seat is proving 
even more annoying. 

While the driver’s seat 
returns to its set position 
after it’s moved forward, 
the passenger one slides 
all the way back on its 
runners, squashing the 
feet of those in the back. 


Hyundai ilO 

Issues 1,332, 1,338, 1,348 

Jaguar F-Type 

Issues 1307, 1319, 

1.329.1.344.1.355 

KiaSoulEV 

Issue 1,350 

Lexus IS 300h 

Issues 1,312, 1,320, 

1.329.1.340.1.355 

Mazda 3 

Issues 1,311, 1,334, 1345 

MINI Cooper D5dr 

Issues 1,346, 1,352 

Peugeot 308 SW 

Issues 1,342, 1,356 

Range Rover Sport 

Issue 1,356 

SEAT Leon SC Cupra 

Issue 1,353 

Skoda Superb Estate 

Issue 1,347 

Suzuki Swift 

New arrival 

Vauxhall Corsa 

Issue 1,354 

Volkswagen Golf GTI 

Iss. 1,320, 1,332, 1,341, 1,352 


V 




WeVe fold you about our cars 
Now tell us about yours 

www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower 
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Is there something 
living in your fuel tank? 

The problem 

Bacteria *n fuel, known as the'die^l bug' is not a new problem, but It is a probiem that is 
becoming much more widespread in cars< trucks, boats, plant and agricultural vehicles. 

Unchecked the microbes can grow rapidly clogging the fuel system and causing corrosion, 
the problem may not be noticed until either the efigine begins to run poorly, breaks down 
or a mechanic notices unusual deposits in and around the fuel filter. 

Why Is the probteni becoming more commori? 

This is mainly due to two reasons; low sulphur fuels and the increase in bio-fuel conter>t 
in pump fuel. Sulphur helped control the baaerla & bio-fuels are hygroscopic and absorb 
water; this has helped provide the perfect environment for microbial growth in fuel. 

The solution 

If your fuel tanks are Infeaed with the diesel bug wynn's Fuel biocide Is an easy to use 
second generation biocide which will destroy the bacteria, algae and fungi and help break 
down the deposits. One 250ml bottle treats 250 lities of fuel. 


Available from Halfords and most 
Motor Factors and Accessory Shops 024 7647 2634 helpline@wynns.uk.com www.wynns.uk.com 
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For a forever changing world 


Cars on Demand - flexible short term leasing 
specialists, with contracts from just 1 month 



Benefits: 

• Nationwide service 

• Low deposits 

• Competitive monthly payments 

• No long term commitments 

• Wide choice of vehicle groups 
Ideal for 

• New employees 

• Contract workers 

• Start - up businesses 

• Small and Large fleets 

• Available for Businesses and 
Private individuals 


CARSi 

DEMAND 



Short term car leasing 
www.carsonclemand.co.uk 
0333 323 2660 
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I Products 

Visit autoexpress.co.uk for our extensive product archive 



I PRICE FROM£7127(205/55R16) 


Tyre for all seasons 


NEW PRODUCT 

Pirelli Cinturato All Season tyre 

Best price: From £73.27 (205/55R16, non-sealant) 
Contact: 01283 525252, www.pirelli.com 

PIRELLI hopes to increase demand for all- 
season tyres as one of the first big-name 
manufacturers to bring out a new solution 
designed to take on all weather conditions. 

The Cinturato All Season claims to be best 
suited to temperatures ranging from minus two 
up to 30 degrees Celsius - so it sits somewhere 
between summer and winter tyres, yet can still 
handle hot and cold extremes, even snow and ice. 

The company is determined to keep drivers 
moving at all times, so some Cinturato All Season 
sizes include exclusive Seal Inside technology 
that can make a tyre airtight when punctured 


before air has escaped. A layer of sealant 
lines the tyre and can prevent punctures 
caused by objects of up to 4mm in size. 

Before the nail or stone is removed, an 
airtight seal is formed around it. Then, once 
it’s taken out, the sealant closes the gap so 
drivers can continue on their journey. 

Pirelli says drivers of performance cars 
or those running in really extreme conditions 
should still fit summer or winter tyres, but 
that the Cinturato is ideal for those who 
don’t cover high mileages, such as city car 
owners or families running second cars. 

The new tyre comes in 21 sizes, with the 
first version launched this month in the most 
common fitments, including 15, 16 and 17-inch 
sizes. Three sizes will get Seal Inside tech, with 
Pirelli releasing more by the end of the year. 





Henry 

Willis 


Got a query? 

Henry_WiUis@dennis.co.uk 

@@WineryHiUs 






DIY stereo switch in Civic 

I WOULD like to change the stereo unit in my 
2007 Honda Civic myself. But it looks like a 
tricky job, so I’m not sure if I should take it 
on. Are there any good guides I can use? 

Colin Kneller, E-mail 

YOU*RE right that it can be tricky as there is a 
lot of trim to remove on that model of Civic. But 
have a look at fitaudiojco.uk - this site contains 
picture-led audio installation guides for dozens 
of cars. Alternatively, pickup a Haynes manual 
in which basic modification tasks are explained. 
Visit haynes.co.uk to find a manual for your car. 

New drill for buffer job 

HAND polishing my car seems to take forever, 
but I’ve seen the buffers you can use with drills 
in your pages. Before I start, I need to replace 
my cordless drill. What’s the best option? 

Shane Atkins, E-mail 

WE*D recommend a mains drill hr this kind of 
job, but if thaVs notan option, the top choke in 
our Issue 1,331 test of cordless dfitls was Black & 
Decker*s EGBHP188K. Its single 18V lithium-ion 
battery powered its motor up to a l,500rpm top 
speed, while it had a comfortable, professional 
feel. We spotted it hr £89.95 as we went to press 
- see blackanddecker.co.uk. OnceyouVe got your 
drill, Meguiar*s Dual Action polisher kits (from 
£59.99, meguiars.co.uk) are the best option. 


Beat the winter battery blues 



NEW PRODUCT 

Halfords charging solutions 

Best price: From £54.99 (Smartcharge 200) 

Contact: 0345 504 5353, www.halford5.com 

HALFORDS has released a range of new 
products that could be ideal for getting 
batteries into shape after a cold winter. 

Each of the company’s new charging 
solutions can help maintain existing 
batteries and prevent you from having to 
fork out on a new one. The Smartcharge 200 
(£54.99) is a Halfords-branded charger that’s 
much lighter than previous products. 

The small box comes with a series of leads, 
including cables with terminal clamps and 
eyelet charging points. This tops up lead acid, 
gel, calcium and AGM batteries with a maximum 
35-amp output. An LCD display shows progress 
and it can recondition deeply discharged cells. 


Smartcharge 200 can revive range of batteries 

too. In addition to launching this, Halfords has 
refreshed its own-brand series of powerpacks. 
The Powerpack 100 (£79.99) can help recharge a 
flat battery, plus it has 12V and USB outputs, and 
a compressor that can inflate tyres up to ISOpsi. 

The Powerpack 200, for £99.99, offers similar 
features, and has the added bonus of a 230V 
mains power output for small electrical items. 



■TOPTIPS 

Multi bike car carriers 



THERE are so many ways to carry bikes with a car. 
Those that attach by mounting on to the tow bar 
provide a sturdy and flexible fit. After impressing 
in our Issue 1,274 test of towball-mounted cycle 
carriers, our favourite is still the Atera Strada DL, 
which can carry three to four bikes. The best price 
as we went to press is £374.95 - see roofboxxo.uk. 
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Latest kit rated 



■ PRICE £34.99 


Hose lance lets it snow 


FIRST TEST 

Wo-Wo Snow Foam Lance 

Best price; £34.99 

Contact; 0843 289 5653, www.wo-wo.co.uk 

Rating: ★★★ 

Henry WUUs 

RECENTLY launched car care firm 
Wo-Wo has continued to expand its range 
by introducing a snow foam lance - and 
it can be hooked up to a standard garden 
hose, instead of a pressure washer. 

While this is nothing new, as rivals 
have released similar low-pressure 
snow foam lances lately, it offers the 
benefit of a full shampoo coating for 
motorists who don’t want to shell out 
on a pressure washer. The snow foam 
method of cleaning a car is becoming 


increasingly popular as it’s relatively 
easy and requires little scrubbing. 

We connected the lance up to a 
standard hose and were keen to 
find out if it could tackle the muck 
on our car - which was filthy, having 
got covered in salt from winter 
roads, splattered dirt and oily marks. 

The Wo-Wo lance doesn’t come 
with shampoo, but works with any 
standard solution available. And 
although the hardware is packaged in 
a number of small parts, everything 
clicks together really easily, so we 
were ready to go within minutes. 

After rinsing our car with a hose, 
we quickly allayed any concerns that 
the Wo-Wo lance wouldn’t deliver 
sufficient pressure, and it had 


soon thoroughly coated our car, 
turning it white with snow soap. 

When we rinsed the foam off, it had 
the desired effect, agitating the worst of 
the salt and muck from our bodywork. 
Not surprisingly, stained-on smears and 
stubborn grit remained, as this didn’t 
have the power of a pressure washer 
and we weren’t doing any scrubbing. 

Still, the sheen the Wo-Wo Snow 
Foam Lance gave our car was 
satisfying, even if we had to revisit 
the dirtiest areas and wash them again. 

Overall, it works out as an expensive 
way of washing a car, as you’ll get 
through quite a lot of snow foam 
each time - but it might appeal 
to drivers who don’t have time to 
spend with a bucket and sponge. 



Gadgets slot in place with holder 


nRSTTEST 

CD Slot Mount gadget holder 

Best price; £14.95 Rating; 

Contact: wwwAidymycsrxom 

WHEN we last tried the CD Slot Mount in Issue 1,289, we 
weren’t keen on its awkward design. The device holder sticks 
in the disc slot of a car stereo to hold hardware on the go, and 
came with a sticky pad for gripping phones and accessories, 
but we felt it wasn’t up to scratch compared to other mounts. 

The key features have now been redesigned, and the new 
Slot Mount comes with extra mounting options as well as the 
sticky pad. Now there’s an expanding grip to hold the outside 
of a handset, and you can buy another mount accessory for 
an extra £4.95 to hold additional phones at the same time. 

This improves on the previous design, and means the 
sticky grip function, which annoyed us so much when we 
last tested the product, is no longer an issue. The CD Slot 
Mount held our phone firmly in three of the four cars we 
tried it in, although in the fourth car it was a bit too loose. 
Still, it should work well in most models with a CD player. 


■ BEST PRICE £14.95 



news, 
deals & 
events 



T-shirt honours the 
end of the 2CV era 

FANS of Citroen’s classic 2CV can 
commemorate 25 years since the 
last model was made by snapping 
up a newly designed T-shirt. 

Available via 69pitstop.cofn, 
the white tee pays homage to 
the car as it’s drawn driving down 
the road, complete with frog and 
snail, along with the text ‘Vive le 
2CV!* - long live the 2CV. Made 
in sizes S to 3XL, it’s priced at 
25 Euros including postage. 

Goodyear summer 
tyre raises game 

TYRE brand Goodyear has revealed 
eight new sizes of its EfficientGrip 
Performance tyre, with every one 
of them promising top A ratings 
for fuel efficiency and wet grip 
performance in EU tyre label tests. 

The 205/55R16 size finished 
second in our 2014 summer tyre 
test, but Goodyear’s new options 
are spread over 16 and 17-inch 
sizes. And the tyre label rating 
performances improve on the 
previous scores of B and A. 

Celebrate classic 
cars over breakfast 

THE Brooklands Winter Classic 
Breakfast takes place this Sunday 
(16 February) at the Brooklands 
Museum, in Weybridge, Surrey. 

It’ll be one of three events held 
at the venue this year, and owners 
are invited to bring their classic 
car along and enjoy food served 
from Sam in the Sunbeam Cafe. 
The motoring village and museum 
will open shortly after breakfast. 
See brooklandsmuseum.co.uk 
for ticket and event information. 

Know an event coming soon? 

Contact Henry_Willis@dennis.co.uk 
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Fixe<lHeatf 
Ratchet 
Spanner 
Set^xe 


Bench Grimier 20OW 




633768 


.50 


Incm 


Incwr 


Quad 

SucBan 

Pad 


Axle Stand 
SetPpce 




633580 


<43 


.66 


.40 


Incvwr 


kieWT 


Serpentbte Belt 
Toot Set^e 


255054 


723Q9G 


Telescopic 
Cleaning Brush 


.28 

IikpWT 


£ 17.11 

I m jhcvffi 


Sihrerline- Official 
Tool Supplier 
of NASCAR > . 


silverlinetools.com 


A AppSlofc © O 


Pticki cufTK:! tlmt 4 f prtnt 
ImigfliiKyt ecil6. Coifours msy 


AUTO-CLAY 

The best clay bar on the market 

Auto Ciprtu; *d£fr new champhn offers 
superb performance and value for 
money. You am also use it without iabe. 
ft lipped through our tests^ removing 
virtually alt the overspray and left a 
super^smooth finish on the roof, despxfe 
fije limited number of passes* 

R«gul9r - £9*91 
Soft - flD*95 
Both - £19.95 

CLEANSER-POLISH 

The amazing cleanser polish 

PiBctkal Cliwici said, "Gees on easily with the appikator 
pad inctuded...there*s a very^ight cutting element to this 
polish. Removal of the polish bvos rapid and straightforward 
leaving behind an exceptionaliy high-gloss finish. 

It ms impossible to itave flngeiprin^ on the smooth 
surface and... as close to a Action- ftee finish as is 
possible. Top marks* 

Qeanser-PolEsh £1495 Indudes buffing doth 
and applicator pad 

Qeanser-PoUsh + Regular Clay £21,9$ 

P&P£Z.95 

Order by phene 01277 658099 • 

Order online www.bUthainber.coin 
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Marketplace 


www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk 
01527 908676 

Full Range Of Automotive Bulbs * Replacement 6% 12v St 24v 
Upgrade Xenon Bulbs • LED Bulbs - With Built In Resistors 
HID & Gas Dlsdiarge Bulbs * European IVavd Kits For Driving in France 
Complete Range Of Car Fuses 
Free Postage & Advice 


Voucher code 'AUTOEX’ for a 5% discount on any purchase 


ffextbie Magnetic 
Pick-Up Tool- 

253184 ^ 


■ nobyst stael construdlofi 5 ergonomic 
non-slip plastlo handlB 
> FloxIMs neck fbr oontlned areas 

• Magnst cover 

• RflTTlswev fenoua object up to 


OVER 5000 TOOLS 
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Products 

Mini test 

ROOM RHt IMPROVEMENT 
Angelwax Clarity 

Best price; £7.95 (one litre) 

Contact; 0141 886 6732, www.angelwax.co.uk 


ON the side of its bottle, the strong-smelling 
Angelwax Clarity screenwash solution claims 
it works down to minus 25 degrees Celcius 
when used neat. This is only one degree 
off our Comma favourite, and when we 
left each product in the freezer to test its 
boasts it was almost as good as the winner. 

It was the same when we reviewed the 
last Angelwax product in our group test 
as well. We were impressed by its abilities in 
freezing conditions, but were put off by its alcohol 
scent. This remains unchanged, so despite offering 
a new solution. Clarity doesn’t improve on its 
predecessor that much. When we sprayed it on 
the screen it worked adequately, although it 
wasn’t up to the standards of top-rated rivals. 
Rating: ★★★ 


Screenwash mini test 



reworked 

It WbUe It’s stUI a good product, _ 
tie alcohol smeU is very strong 




books, 

dvds&apps 


n 


Andre Lefebvre and 
the Cars He Created 

Gijsbert-Paul Berk (Veloce, www.veloce.co^uk) 
RRP: £19.99 (paperback) Rating: ★★★ 


ANDRE Lefebvre was influential in 
designing revered vintage Citroens 
like the Traction Avant, 2CV and DS. 
In this book, author Berk reminds 
us that Lefebvre is largely unknown 
in the modern auto industry, but 
highlights his role as a key pillar 
of the manufacturer’s history and 
sheds some light on his life. 



n 


BMW Classic Coupes 

James Taylor (Crowood Press, www.crowood.com) 
RRP: £25 (hardback) Rating: ★★★★ 


A spring clean for 
your windscreen 


pjlj Henry WUUs 

jII the run-up to spring can 
be a tricky time for driving, with 
a mix of sunshine and sub-zero 
temperatures the norm. It’s 
essential to stay topped up with 
a screenwash that won’t freeze, 
yet can clear dirt on warm days. 

Angelwax’s Clarity sets out 
to improve on the company’s 
last screenwash offering, which 
we gave an average rating in 
our Issue 1,276 test. 

To see if the new version is 
better, we tried it against the 
top-ranking two from that test: 
Comma’s Xstream Screenwash 
and Prestone’s Bugwash. Prices 
were taken from a range of 
sources as we went to press. 

We waited to see how long 
each would last in a freezer, 
as well as rating how well they 
cleared a windscreen covered 
in dust and oily smears. 

Comma’s reliable Xstream 
wash swept up again. The 
newcomer performed well, 
but its strong smell remains. 

"h's essential to 
stay topped up 
with a screenwash 
that won't freeze" 


^ nRM FAVOURITE 

Comma Xstream Screenwash 

Best price; £11.99 (five litres) 

Contact: 01474 564311, www.com m^oiLcom 


EVEN when diluted in a summer mix, 
this was efficient at clearing stubborn 
dirt stuck to the windscreen. It stood 
for longest in the freezer when mixed 
and outlasted its rivals when frozen 
neat. Some remains were left on the 
screen once we’d sprayed it on, but the 
fact that the five-litre solution is great 
even when diluted makes this the best. 
Rating: ★★★★★ 


SOUD SECOND CHOICE 


ftii 


^ w 



Prestone Bugwash 

Best price; £6.49 (four litres) 

Contact; 0161 866 4800, www.holtsauto.com 


THE Prestone screenwash is still an 
admirable contender, and remains 
ahead ofthe Angelwax product. It 
dealt with dust, oil and specs of dirt 
efficiently, just as we found last time. 
The four litres are ready-mixed, so 
we weren’t expecting it to last long 
against its neat rivals in the freezer, 
but it still stood the test of time. 
Rating: ★★★★ 



WHILE there’s a host of stylish 
coupes in BMW’s range today, 
authorTaylor argues that the 
brand’s two-doors came of age 
between 1965 and ’89. He makes 
a good point as some ofthe cars in 
this title are stunning, and backed 
up with excellent prototype and 
model pictures, plus text. This 
is sure to appeal not just to 
BMW fans, but all petrolheads. 

FIA World Rallycross 
2014 Review 

Available for: DVD, download {www.dukevideo.CQm) 

Best price: £13.99 (download) Rating: ★★★★ 

THE inaugural FIA World Rallycross 
Championship took place last 
year, to the excitement of many 
motorsport fans. Each ofthe 
12 rounds from all over the 
world is summarised with 
exciting highlights in this 
comprehensive and well 
presented season review. 

App Of the week 

□ Motorsport Manager 

Available for: iOS 
Price: £1.99 Rating: ★★★★ 

ONE of our favourite pocket motorsport 
sims has been updated with a host of new 
features. More challenges have been added, 
as well as new leaderboards to conquer. 

It’s well worth the initial £1.99 as we’ve 
spent hours aiming for the perfect race. 
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Expert advice %/ Huge choice Fast UK delivery 
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© Bluetooth 


Vehicle Hbtory Check 

Posner koepars 
LoEsf changed dnla 
b ine vehicle jtoien? 
k ttw milaags occurata? 
b IhB valuation occurote? 
Whort are the Peety running cosb? 
Is Ihe vehicle an Insurance wrrteHSff? 
E^oes 1t>e vehicle have oulsIandfaiQ finance? 


vlfif 0uf wdbsite fior more biformetiefi ond where I 0 

VVAAAA/.AUTO-LaC.CaM 


^ Google ptay 


BiPofl LI iPhone DiPmI 


Angelwax 

HEAVEN SCENT WICKED FINISH 


Manufacturers of 

Award Winning Detailing Products 


Handmade in the UK 


WWW *angel wax .co .uk 


Angelwax Laboratones, Umt G» Mcadowsidc Street 
Renbew, PA4 8SR 


0141 - 886-6732 


Loads to carry? 


...connecting your car 


TRANSFORMING 
THE USED 
CAR MARKET 


Special offers for Auto Express readers! 


AutoLOG has been designed to "iransfotm the used car 
mailcer allowing cusfomefs to have access to ol the 
informotion they need to moke o fully infdnried decision on 
what Is often a very expensive ond Important purchase. 

• Use your siraitphone lo obtain a Ml vehicle Wsfory and 
health check. 

• No special tech tool or PC fequJfed - o simple mobile 
application with a p^lug and ploy dongle 


Vehicle Diagnostic Check 

Bottery coftaHion 
Alternafor oondlMon 
FcMt coOes Stored 
Tomparaturo santor 
EGR fund bn 
Vai number 
Mmi air Ikiw 
Fuel mixture 


ilfei and 

1^11 Englnwred mi*™™ 


The biggest roof bar, 
roof box and 
bike carrier 
site on the web! 


roofbox.co.uk/aex 01539621884 


£49« 

AVAltAfllUn I 
ASH^ROiO-fEBKUASV | 

- MARCIA I 


Roof bars Roof boxes 
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Boot liners and mats 
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Gadget chargers tested 


GADGET CHARGERS 

Which of these nine products is best for keeping your kit alive? 

PRODUaGROUPTESr U 1 2 1 2015 

Every week, we extensively test all the latest car kit from tyres to trim cleaners. 

Log on to www.autoexpress.co.uk to look through our huge online test archive. 


Kim Adams 

jl] PORTABLE electronic gadgets are a key part of 
driving and travelling, but they all need charging 
after prolonged use. Cigarette lighter adapters 
(tested in Issue 1,353) are one option, but power 
banks provide the ultimate charge on the go. 

These can revive phones and almost anything 
USB powered, plus finish the job away from the 
car. They come in a wide range of sizes, capacities 
and options, but which is the best to keep your 
gadget working? We plugged in nine to find out. 




Intocircuit PCI 1200 

Best price: £20.99 

Capacity; ll,200mAh 

Contact: www.amazon.co uk 


OUxarenChai^e 
15,000mAh Dual USB 
Power Bank 


Best price; £34.99 


Capacity; 15,000nnAh 


Contact: www.mobilefun.co.uk 


BEST BUY DESPITE the Intocircuit kit’s cracking price, you 
still get two leads plus a range of tips including those for 
PSP, Nokia, Samsung and Apple 30-pin. There are two USB 
sockets, with one rated at 2.1A - making it possible to charge 
your tablet and phone at the same time. A clear LCD display 
keeps track of charging, which was the joint best on test, 
plus there’s a small LED worklight - a great combination. 
Rating; 



Kit: Premium 
Powerban k 6,000mAh 

Best price; £20 Capacity; 6,000mAh 

Contact: www.halforcls.com 


QUICK charging that matched our best kits earns 
this second Halfords offering four stars. It has the 
same range of tips as its smaller stablemate, but 
it’s quicker to charge through its 2.1A single USB 
socket. It will also revive a phone several times 
on one charge. The Kit: unit is smaller than our 
top two and could be carried in a pocket, although 
it’s hefty at 200g and lacks a Lightning connector. 
Rating; 


PowerGorilla 

Best price; £160 Capacity; 21,000nnAh 
Contact: www.powtrtra\/ett&r.com 


THE PowerGorilla is the size of a small tablet and 
ideal for the heavy user who spends their life on 
the move. It comes with its own mains charger 
with three international plugs, which can be used 
to power a laptop while topping up its battery 
- the biggest on test. There’s a huge selection of 
tips, including a 12V socket, but oddly no Apple 
kit. Charging wasn’t the quickest and for this eye- 
watering price, we’d expect more than one USB. 
Rating; 


enCharge Folding 
Solar Storage Power 

Best price; £34.99 Capacity; 8,000mAh 
Contact: www.mobilefun.co.uk 


IF you spend time away from any sort of power, 
then this solar-powered device could be the 
solution. Four solar panels fold neatly around 
the slender battery. It can also be charged via 
a USB, and it comes with Apple Lightning and 
30-pin adapters for the micro USB lead. There’s a 
four LED battery monitor, but sadly charging was 
some way behind the rest of the devices on test. 
Rating: 
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Gadget chargers tested 


Products ■ 


How we tested them 

YOUR choice will be dictated by the kit you need to 
power, so we focused on charging performance, 
capacity and what’s in the box. Extra points went 
to products with all you need to charge a range of 
kit, tested on the iPhone 5S, 3GS and iPad 2. We 
factored in convenience, plus extras like torches 
and storage bags. Also considered was price, 
taken from a range of sources as we went to press. 


^ Verdict 

INTOCIRCUITS PC11200 balances performance, 
capacity and attachments at a fine price to win. 
The similar OlixarenCharge 15,000mAh finishes 
second, ahead of the Kit: Powerbank2000mAh. 

1. Intocircuit PC11200 

2. OlixarenCharge 15,000mAh Power Bank 

3. Kit: Premium Powerbank2000mAh 



REQ>MMENDED THIS unit provides all Apple 
users will need, as it includes 30-pin and Lightning 
adapters plus mini and micro USBs among others. 
There are power and charging leads and a four- 
stage LED battery monitor. You also get two 
USBs, including a faster 2.1A, and, oddly, an 
SD card reader. Charging was a touch behind our 
winner, and you pay for that extra kit and capacity. 
Rating: 


Kit: Premium 
Powerbank 
2,000mAli 

Best price: £10 

Capacity: 2,000nnAh 

Contact: www.halfordsxom 


RECOMMENDED THE Kit: charger is the size of a tube 
of mints and light enough to be carried in your pocket. 
Unlike other small chargers here, it has a range of tips 
covering mini and micro USBs and Apple’s 30-pin 
connector. There’s only a single USB and it was slower 
than the top performers, but it got the job done and 
coped with all our tests. For emergency phone charging, 
this generously priced unit is all many of us will need. 
Rating: 



Pama Power N Go PNGP3 

Best price: £37.49 Capacity: 6,000mAh 

Contact: www.pama.com 


LIGHT and slender, this Pama Power N Go PNGP3 
could be slipped into an inside jacket pocket 
and barely be noticeable. Charging through the 
2.1A USB socket was only a touch behind the 
best, and the decent capacity makes it capable 
of reviving several devices on a single charge. 

A battery monitor is in the casing, but you don’t 
get any accessories apart from a charge lead, so 
you’ll have to provide whatever your kit needs. 
Rating: 


Olixar enCharge 2,000mAh 
Portable Power Bank 

Bes t price: £9.99 Capacity: 2,000mAh 

Contact: www.mobilefun.co.uk 


ABOUT the same size as two packs of chewing 
gum, the Olixar kit can be carried in your pocket 
and makes a good budget emergency product, 
although charging through its single USB is a 
little slower than the best. It tackled our iPad, but 
wouldn’t work with the 3GS iPhone. You get an LED 
work light and a charge cable, although you’ll have 
to supply leads for the devices you’re using it on. 
Rating: 


Linearf lux LithiumCard 
Hypercharger 

Best price: £39.99 Capacity: l,200mAh 

Contact: www.firebox.com 


WHILE other chargers here can be transported 
in pockets, this diminutive unit will easily fit into 
a wallet or purse as it’s just five credit cards thick. 
There are versions for Apple Lightning and micro 
USB, and the cable and charging USB are cleverly 
built in. It works well, too, matching the quickest 
chargers here. It’s useful if the two plugs are all you 
need, although it’s pricey and capacity is small. 
Rating: 
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Don*t be a vktim^ be part of the solution 



weissenfels snowchains.co.uk 

THUH' 01732 884408 

Easy Fit SnotAf Chains & Snow Socks 


"I'm so sorry... I just 
couldn't see them!" 
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SwisswWatch 

COMPANY 


We specialise m the 
acquisition and sale of 
high quality Swiss watches 
both modern and vintage, 
un-worn and pre-owned. 


Ftee Watch Valuation On-line 
mSTANT CASH PAID 


by appointment only: 


+44 (0)20 8994 4567 

474a Chiswick High Road, Chiswick, London, W4 BTT 


Rolex ■ Fanerai ■ TagHeuer ■ Audemars Piguet ■ Omega ■ Breitling ■ Zenith ■ IWC ■ Jaeger Le Coultre 


www.watches.co.uk 

where time meets passion 
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Buying cars 
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New and used buying advice 




2014 Results 

Leon Factfile 


Years: 2005 to 2012 CO2: 180g/km 
Fuel economy: 37mpg (1.6 Reference 5dr) 

Best features: Electric folding mirrors, Bluetooth 
connectivity, rear parking sensors, MP3 player 

Prices: From £2,500 


OVERALL SCORE 

8744 % 


Bars show where model 
finished out of 150 cars in 
our 2014 survey. The lower 
the rating the better 


150 125 100 75 50 25 1 


RELIABILITY 

1 - 


64 

BUILD QUALITY 


137 

RUNNING COSTS 




54 

PERFORMANCE 



“ff 

23 

ROAD HANDLING 



27 

RIDE QUALITY 



112 

EASE OF DRIVING 




68 

SEAT COMFORT 



95 

PRACTICALITY 

^ 


96 

IN-CAR TECH 


1 

66 


■ GOOD 

“WELL made, fast, 
economical and 
handles beautifully.” 

“It’s the best and 
most efficient car 
we have ever had.” 

“The level of standard 
equipment is fantastic.” 

“Great to drive. Feels like 
a more expensive car.” 

“I like the shape of the 
car and some of the 
design features that 
make it unique.” 

“I love the looks, power 
and gadgets. It’s a 
brilliant compromise 
between practicality 
and performance.” 


■ NOT so GOOD 

“THE fuel consumption 
is disappointing and the 
cabin materials feel a 
little low budget.” 

“The brakes were done 
by the main dealer, but 
the cost was steep.” 

“An amber engine 
warning light came on 
and the dealer couldn’t 
find anything wrong.” 

“Within the first week of 
ownership I had a loss 
of engine coolant.” 

“The dash materials 
are too plastic.” 

“Aftersales care was a 
joke. They wanted £300 
to update the sat-nav.” 


m 

3 

□ 

1 

How do you rate your car? 

Tell us what you think 

www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower 




|oe 

Finnerty 

Got any car queries? 

Joe_ Finnerty@dennis.co.uk 
g @ AE_Consumer 








Motability rejection rights 

MY Volkswagen Golf was bought through 
the Motability scheme, but I Ve had a 
series of problems with it. Can I reject it? 

John McCauley, E-mail 

YOU*RE leasing the car through Motability so 
your contract is with them. This means you*ll 
need to pursue a rejection with Motability 
rather than the dealer concerned. Just because 
youWe bought on a scheme, though, doesn*t 
mean your statutory rights are affected when 
it comes to rejecting a car not fit for purpose. 

Tax exemption confusion 

I BOUGHT a pre-registered Kia Venga that’s 
tax exempt for year one. However, the dealer 
then told me I’d need to stump up £110 for 
tax. How can that be right? 

Gwyn Fitch, E-mail 

THE first-year rate would*ve applied when it 
was pre-registered and taxed by the dealer. 
However, since October tax hasn*t been 
transferable when a car is sold. That means 
when you bought ityou*d need to re-tax it at 
the standard rate. First-year discount rates only 
apply to the first vehicle licence taken out, 

will warranty cover rust? 

RUST has appeared on the door handles 
of my 2008 Hyundai i20. The car has just 
come out of its warranty, and the garage has 
suggested it won’t be covered. Is this right? 
Luke Cafferty, E-mail 

EXAMPLES of the i20 from this year are known 
for developing corrosion in these areas, as 
well as around the rear wiper blade. You might 
be covered under the Hyundai anti-perforation 
warranty that lasts for 1 2 years. This covers 
inside to out rust. If the damage is as a result 
of stone chips or other outside influences, 
though, Hyundai is unlikely to foot the bill. 
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Ford Fiesta Mk7 


BUYER'S GUIDE: Ford Fiesta 


FROM £4,000 Award-winning Mk7 supermini is even better value as used buy 


Richard Dredge 

EVER since the original 
was launched in 1976, Ford’s 
baby Fiesta has come to 
define the supermini market. 

For almost four decades it’s 
been one of the best-selling 
cars in the UK, and it’s not 
hard to see why. Fun to drive, 
brilliant value and cheap to 
run, it’s no wonder the Fiesta 
is a national institution. 

Thanks to its popularity 
there are masses to choose 
from, so you won’t have to 
travel far to find one. There are 
lots of variations on the theme, 
too - whether your focus is 
performance or economy, 
there’s a Fiesta for you. 

History 

THE seventh-generation Fiesta 
debuted in 2008, with 1.25, 

1.4 or 1.6-litre petrol engines, 
along with 1.4 or 1.6 diesels. 
The 1.25 came in 59 or 81bhp 
forms, there were three or five- 
door hatchbacks, and Studio, 
Style, Style-F, Zetec, Zetec S 
and Titanium trim levels. 

From October 2009, Edge 
muscled in between Style-n and 
Zetec. From the outset there 
was a 98g/km ECOnetic 
edition; by March 2012 this 
was cutto just87g/km.The 1.4 
petrol got an auto option from 
June 2009, then in April 2010 
came the sporty 118bhp 
S1600.Thehotl80bhp 
1.6-litre ST followed in 2012. 

A facelifted Fiesta arrived in 
early 2013, offered with Ford’s 
1.0-litre EcoBoost engine. 

Which one? 

THERE are no poor engine 
choices, but we prefer the 1.6 
TDCi for its muscle, relaxed 
cruising and economy. 

The entry-level Style 
comes with electric front 
windows and remote central 
locking; Style-F adds a heated 
windscreen and air-con. 

Zetec Fiestas feature 15-inch 
alloy wheels, a trip computer 
and ambient cabin lighting, 
while the Zetec S comes with 
16-inch alloy wheels, lowered 
suspension and sports seats. 

The range-topping Titanium 
packs cruise control, power- 
operated door mirrors, privacy 
glass, climate control, plus 
automatic lights and wipers. 

The high-spec Titanium is also 




"The Fiesta Mk7 has been our supermini 
of the year no fewer than five times" 


Contacts 

Official 

www.ford.co.uk 

Forums 

WWW. fiesta mk7. com 
WWW. fiestaclubgb. co. uk 
WWW. fiestastoc. com 
WWW. ukfiestan etwork. com 


NEED 
TO KNOW 

A knocking noise when 
the steering wheel is 
turned at low speeds is 
due to a worn column 
universal joint. 


the most popular trim level for 
buyers of the Fiesta when new. 


Alternatives 

TOYOTA’S Yaris is reliable and 
good to drive, but you’ll pay 
more for one of these than 
an equivalent Fiesta. Skoda’s 
Fabia is roomy and fun to drive, 
too, while its VW Polo cousin 
offers the same virtues, but at 
a higher price. The Vauxhall 
Corsa is almost as plentiful 
as the Fiesta, and great value. 

Don’t discount Renault’s 
Clio or Nissan’s Micra; 
the first for its driving 
enjoyment and the 
second for reliability. 

But the Honda 
jazz is the Fiesta’s 
toughest adversary. 

Not only is it very 
dependable, it’s 
hugely practical and 
generously equipped. 

It’s costly, though. 


Verdict 

THE Fiesta Mk7 has been our 
supermini oftheyearno less 
than five times - and we still 
love it. In fact, we love it even 
more as a second-hand buy, 
which is why in our most recent 
used car awards, the Ford 
was crowned best supermini. 

Thanks to a great range of 
engines, every model is nippy 
and frugal. As an all-rounder, 
you really can’t buy a more 
accomplished used supermini. 


Thanks to TC Harrison in Derby 
{www.tch.coMk) for the loan 
of the Fiesta in our pictures 


Pictures by John Colley 


fiW! 


nm 
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OUR VIEW 

IT seems our readers don’t 
love the Fiesta as much as 
we do: it finished a lowly 
78th in our Driver Power 
2014 survey. The highlight 
was 18th for handling, but 
132nd for practicality 
is disappointing. 

YOUR VIEW 

HELEN Whitcombe from 
Shepherds Bush, W London, 
owns a 2010 Fiesta 1.25. 
She says: “It was a used 
bargain that’s cheap to run. 
It’s nippy in traffic, but good 
on the motorway, too. I won’t 
sell it for many years yet.” 



Interior 

THE cabin is neatly designed, easy to use and generally has a quality 
feel. There’s plenty of cubby space, plus head and legroom are good, 
but not brilliant. The 290-litre boot is also fine without being 
exceptional; it expands to 974 litres with the seats folded. 
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Performance 

0-62mph/top speed I* 
13.3 secs/104mph 


Running costs 

52mpg (1.25 82) I ||l 
£45 fill-up 


COz/tax 

124g/km 

£110 




NEED 
TO KNOW 

Windscreen washers 
can pack in when the 
under-bonnet hose gets 
trapped, and kinked, in 
the bonnet hinge. 


NEED 
TO KNOW 

Diesel Fiestas can 
suffer from hesitancy 
at low speeds, making 
quick getaways from 
junctions tricky. 




Gears 

GEAR selection can 
be tricky, especially 
reverse and first. It’s 
often easierto select 
whatever gearyou can 
get, before moving to 
the oneyou want. 



Alloys 

ALLOY wheels can 
buckle -particularly 
thel6and 17-inch 
rims. Once a wheel has 
buckled, though, it’ll 
be obvious as soon 
as the car is driven. 



Seals 

DOOR seals can come 
away fro m th e fram e, 
leadingtowind noise 
at speed and water 
leaks into the cabin. 
Adabofglue should 
adequately fixthings. 


steering racks 

STEERING racks don’t 
seem to last very long, 
while track rod ends 
aren’t always very 
durable, either. 
Repairstend notto 
be too costly, though. 


How much? 


ED 59 08 

2DII 2DID 2008 


Model 


1.0(79)Zetec5-door 
1.25 (59) Style 5-door 
1.25(81) Zetec 5-door 
1.4 Zetec 5-door 
1.6Titanium 5-door 
1.4TDCi Zetec 5-door 
1.6TDCi Zetec 5-door 


G4 E2 

2DI4 2DI2 


£11,095 £8,795 
£8,695 £6,950 

£10,350 £8,195 
N/A £7,975 
N/A £8,795 
N/A £8,750 
£12,095 £9,250 


N/A N/A N/A 
£5,995 £5,150 £4,250 
£6,650 £5,995 £4,950 
£6,695 £5,995 £4,975 
£7,375 £6,650 £5,450 
£7,095 £6,250 £4,975 
£7,495 £6,495 £4,350 


ANY Fiesta Mk7 priced at less than £4,000 is likely to 
be a category C or D insurance write-off. Straight, high- 
mileage early cars start at £4,000, but for just £500 more 
you can buy a Fiesta that’s done less than 50,000 miles. 

More than three-quarters of Fiestas have a petrol 
engine; if you’d prefer a diesel you’ll pay from £5,000 for 
an example that’s done under 50,000 miles. Five-doors 
are more plentiful than three-doors, while automatics 
account for less than one in 10 cars available. Most 
autos art priced from £5,000; the odd one is cheaper. 


Running costs 



O 

Fuel 

CO2 

Annual 


economy 

emissions 

road tax 

Model 

1.0 

6-18 

65mpg 

99g/km 

Free 

1.25 

3-8 

49-67mpg 

120-133g/km 

£30-130 

1.4 

7-9 

43-49mpg 

133-154g/km 

£130-180 

1.6 

12-17 

47-48mpg 

134-139g/km 

£130 

1.4 TDCi 

6-8 

67-68mpg 

107-1 lOg/km 

£20 

1.5 TDCi 

8-9 

85-88mpg 

95-98g/km 

Free 

1.6 TDCi 

12-13 

67-87mpg 

87-llOg/km 

Free-£20 


ALL Fiesta Mk7s need to be serviced every 12,500 miles 
or 12 months* Services run minor (£146), intermediate 
(£191) then major (£250) for all cars, apart from the 1.6 
ST which differs slightly. All engines have a timing belt, 
which has to be replaced every eight years or 100,000 
miles for the 1.2S, 1.4 and 1.6 Duratec units. It’s every 
10 years or 150,000 miles for the 1.0 EcoBoost, or every 
125,000 miles for the 1.6 EcoBoost and TDCi diesels. 

Expect to pay £300 to have a new cambelt fitted, apart 
from on EcoBoost engines when it’s a massive £850 job. 
The brake fluid needs to be replaced every two years - at 
£35 - while fresh coolant is needed every 10 years (£59). 

Partwatch 


Dealerprice Independent price 


1 Part 1 

Front brake pads (aule set) 

£61.20 

£29.94 

Brake discs (pair) 

£102.29 

£55.08 

Doormirrorglass (electric) 

£21.56 

£12.30* 

FrcMit wiper set 

£29.95 

£22.20 


Prices for a 2012 Fiesta 1.25 82. Dealer prices from TC Harrison 
in Derby {tch.co.uk). Independent prices from Euro Car Parts 
{eurocarparts.com). *Price from wingmirrormarket.co.uk 

Recalls 


FORD has recalled the Fiesta Mk7 three times. The first 
affected cars built between July and November 2011 that 
could suffer from exhaust fumes getting into the cabin. 
The next came in February 2012; the rear suspension 
bolts could fail in 889 Fiestas built in September 2011. 

In November 2014, the most recent recall was issued. 

It affected 40,000 diesel cars built in 2010 and 2011. The 
glow plug control module could short circuit and catch fire. 
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M Buying cars Best buys 


Car hunter 

£8,000 for a multi-purpose family estate 


Dear Lawrence, I'd like a mid sized diesel estate that’s practical 
enough for plumbing work, yet smallish and comfortable 
for the family to drive. What should I consider for £8,000? 
Gary Hutton, E-mail 
Contact: Lawrence_Allan@dennis.co.uk 



■ THE SMART CHOICE 

Vauxhall Astra ST 

FOR: Elegant looks, refined, solid cabin 
AGAINST: Smallest boot, fiddly dash controls 

VAUXHALL’S Astra isn’t often described as the most 
stylish car, but in this company it looks pretty smart. 
The price you pay for a sleeker roofline is a smaller 
boot than rivals’, although it’s still a handy 500 litres. 

Plus, the boot is well designed, with one-touch 
folding seats. The rest of the cabin is classy, with a high- 
quality feel, yet some buttons are fiddly and the front 
pillars cause blindspots. There’s plenty of space for four. 

On the road, the Sports Tourer is a refined and 
comfortable cruiser, while it handles competently, 
although the steering is a little lifeless. At least you 
can get the gutsy 2.0 CDTi diesel engine with your 
budget, which offers the strongest performance 
here and nearly SOmpg real-world economy. 

The Astra ranked a poor 124th out of 150 in our 
Driver Power 2014 survey, with dealers also faring 
badly. We found a 2011 2.0 CDTi model in SE 
spec with 48,000 miles on the clock for £7,650. 



■ THE RELIABLE CHOICE 


Kia Cee'd SW 

FOR: Big boot, efficient, seven-year warranty 
AGAINST: Dated looks, some cheap trim 

THE Cee’d was a landmark car for Kia, marking the 
point when it could finally challenge the best the 
market had to offer. It looks dated on the outside 
now, but if you can live with that, it’s a strong choice. 

The Sportswagon’s boot is the biggest here - 534 
litres - and there are hidden storage areas to keep 
valuables out of sight. There’s reasonable passenger 
space, too. But some cabin materials are scratchy. 

Despite the big boot, the Kia is very easy to drive, 
with good all-round visibility and light controls. The 
handling could be sharper, though, and the ride is 
firm in town. The 1.6 CRDi diesel is also the slowest 
here, but it makes up for that with excellent efficiency. 

The Kia offers great peace-of-mind with a seven- 
year warranty, and although this version of the Cee’d 
wasn’t ranked in Driver Power 2014, the latest model 
finished 10th out of 150. We spotted a top-spec 2011 
1.6 CRDi 3 with 46,000 miles on the clock for £7,230. 



■ THE COMFORTABLE CHOICE 


Renault Megane ST 

FOR: Comfy ride, well equipped, availability 
AGAINST: Passenger space, electrical issues 

THIS generation of Megane banished many of the 
quality and build issues of previous Renaults, but 
it still maintained some French flair in the styling. 
Inside it’s much better built than before, and on 
a par with rivals without being cutting-edge. 

Boot space is decent, too, with 524 litres, but 
rear passengers don’t get quite as much legroom 
as rivals. It’s not exactly cramped, though, and 
there’s good kit, plus the usual storage areas. 

The Renault majors on comfort with a soft 
ride that is the best here and shrugs off bumps. 
Handling could be better, but the 1.9 dCi is 
torquey and economical, if not the quietest diesel. 

The Megane only finished 92nd in our Driver Power 
2014 survey, and it’s worth looking out for electrical 
niggles. There’s plenty of choice on the market, 
and our search found a 2011 1.9 dCi Dynamique 
TomTom with 57,000 miles on the clock for £7,350. 


White tops colour charts 


WHITE is now the most popular car 
colour in the UK, according to figures 
released by the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT). 

Just a decade ago, white cars 
accounted for less than one per cent 
of new car sales, but as fashion trends 
change, it has enjoyed a resurgence. 

In 2014, 22 per cent of the 2.48 million 
new cars registered were a shade of 
white, the biggest number on record. 

The most popular car sold in this 
shade was, unsurprisingly, the best- 
selling Ford Fiesta, with 25,845 finding 
homes. The second most popular colour 
was black, which had a 19 per cent 
share, while prevously sought-after 
silver models slipped to 14 per cent. 



"22 per cent of the 2.48 million 
new cars in 2014 were white" 


Audi A7 Sportback 

DEAL OF THE WEEK £8,000 contribution on A7 


carbuyer 


AUDI’S A7 Sportback 
just got a whole lot more 
tempting thanks to the 
firm offering a generous 
£8,000 towards the 
finance deposit. 

It means the total 
amount payable on a 
215bhp 3.0 TDI Ultra in 
SE Executive spec with 
the S tronic auto box 
falls from £51,753 to £43,753. You’ll pay 35 monthly 
instalments of £449 plus a £9,000 deposit of your own. 
There’s an optional final payment of £18,978 at the end of 
the three years to keep the car, too. Visit www.audLco.uk 
for more info, or go to wwwxarbuyer.co.uk for more deals. 
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NEW CARETE 

Fond Toumeo Connect 

Patented *StORQ* Seif Tenitoning 

O pe ratio na I Restraint Quattro 

Quick, simple, easy loading operation 
Up to 59" internal headroom 
Low, flat, and level wipe-dean floor 
Wheelchair located next to rear seats 


Excellent outward visibility 

Four point wheelchair restraint 

Full cross & diagonal safety belt for 
wheelchair passenger 

Optional PAWRS Powers Assisted 
Wheelchair Restraint System 

1 X Rear Passenger Seat included 
(x2 on Titanium models) 





GOLD LION 

Raugeot Partner Tepee 


GOODLIFE 

VW Caddy Life 



wHh RA$201 2-1:201 2 AcoieditaGon 


with nwS2012-1 :201 2 Accreditation 


with mS2012-1:2012Ac)credfMion 


AdvarKe Payment £ 5,977 Advance Payment £ 12/495 M Advan^ Payment £ 3,847 


r 


At Brotherwood, we believe that a wheelchair accessible car should put the needs of the 
wheelchair user first That's why since 1985 we have built the highest quality WAVS, that 
enable wheelchair users to travel comfortably, safely and inclusively: Next to the rear 
passengers, or up front, for a first class experience* 

To request a brochure pack or book your FREE^ nf>ciblrgatiDn home demonstration 

visit CaddyGoodLife.co.uk or call us on 0845 805 3407 


Motability 






S«fvic* Rating: 


H B 1=. CD-r l-H E l=« WCZ. CD 1=) • 

Manufacturer of the Best Wheelchair Accessible Cars 








Mazda 6 

62.7mpg (official) 


Skoda Superb 

49.8mpg (official) 


o 

VW Passat 

61.2mpg (official) 


£70 fill-up £67 fill-up £79 fill-up 

Turning on the style 

These second-hand saloons offer luxury and performance on a budget. But which is best? 


Mazda 6 



Sporty looks continue inside the Mazda 


Skoda Superb 



Skoda's interior is full of neat touches 


Volkswagen Passat 



VW features classy, high-quality cabin 




2.2D 175 Sport 

Years; 2013 to date Engine; 2.2-litre Acyl, 173bhp 
Insurance group; 23 Econ/C02; 63mpg/119g/km 
Why? Japanese saloon is stylish, great to drive 
and offers something different to its rivals here. 

Prices from; £ 14,450 


2.0 TDI SE Plus 

Years; 2008 to date Engine; 2.0-litre Acyl, 168bhp 
Insurance group; 23 Econ/C02; 50mpg/lA9g/km 
Why? Skoda’s big saloon features limousine-like 
space, excellent comfort and practical touches. 

Prices from; £ 8,250 


2.0 TDI Sport 

Years; 2011 to 201A Engine; 2.0-litre Acyl, 168bhp 
Insurance group; 21 Econ/C02; 61mpg/120g/km 
Why? The familiar Passat is classy inside and 
out, and is surprisingly good value second-hand. 

Prices from: £ 9,395 


THE Mazda 6 saloon was always a bit of 
a left-field choice for many - until now. 
The latest model impresses on the 
outside with genuinely sleek styling, 
and its sporting intent is clear inside. 

It’s not quite as slick to use as the VW, 
but it’s driver-focused and comfortable. 

The real selling point with the 6 is its 
drive. The 2.2-litre diesel is smooth and 
punchy, yet the most efficient here. It 
has responsive and sharp steering, but 
the trade-off for that is a slightly firmer 
ride. Minor electrical niggles have been 
reported, but the 6 is generally reliable. 


SKODA’S Superb doesn’t do sporty, 
unlike the Mazda, and the rather dated 
exterior shows that. Instead, it majors 
on comfort and practicality, with by far 
the roomiest rear cabin here and some 
neat touches. The huge boot also has a 
split-level opening for hatch-like access. 

It’s no surprise that the Superb is 
great on the motorway, with a soft ride 
and good refinement, but the 2.0 TDI’s 
emissions are high, plus the car is quite 
wallowy in corners. However, bar some 
problems with alloy corrosion and worn 
driver’s seat leather, it’s dependable. 


THE VW Passat has just been replaced, 
but the outgoing car is still a good buy. 
While it’s not exciting to look at, climb 
inside and you’re greeted by executive car 
quality and a classy feel. It can’t match 
the Skoda for pure space, although it’s 
on a par with the 6, and the boot is big. 

The Passat is a quiet and composed 
cruiser, but despite the ‘Sport’ spec, it 
lacks the dynamic edge of the Mazda. The 
TDI is a newer diesel than the Skoda’s, 
with better economy and emissions. Look 
out for issues with the electronic parking 
brake sticking and battery going flat. 


'A 


Verdict 

t Skoda Superb 

IT might not drive as well 
as its rivals or have the 
looks, but for pure space, 
comfort, practicality 
and costs, the Skoda 
Superb just edges it 
out of these three. 

2 VW Passat 

THE Passat is a worthy 
runner-up here. Interior 
finish is unrivalled, 
plus it’s very refined 
and efficient. However, 
it feels a little dated 
next to the Mazda. 

3 Mazda 6 

THE Mazda is much 
better to look at and 
more polished to drive, 
but just comes third 
due to its high price. 

Still, it was close. 
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Marketplace 




HAS YOUR 


CAR WARRANTY EXPIRED? 


If your car la ovar 3 yaars CHd, chaocas ara your car warranty will hava axptrad. Why risk wallat 
buslino car rapair bills? 


• \V MONEY 


BACK 

M *\RA.*,Tn- 


Protact yoyr motor with my nwnrd-winnlrrg w warranty from Wairantywlao. 

I've designed It to offer the UK*s highest level of car warranty protection - bar none! 

Call or go or>lir>e for a quota and get total peace of /I . i 

mind for any car up to 12 years old*. 


M 


mu/!> 

AWARD 

WNN.NG 


95 % 


posrr^ve 


QUENTIN WILLSON'S GUIDE TO 
BEING WARFIANTY WISE 


Watch SB moiralng vxparl and conHimw champnn 
Quentlri WWeon. wtpisirf ths benefit of e used cer 
iMwronty tram Wvrantyw^ 


I 'mi.*** It 


mi 


“NnweaHna ^njOQO 


't2^" 

Warrantywise 


% Call lis on Fraaiphofia 

^ 0800 121 4770 


Get a Quote Online 


warrantywise.co.uk 


Thi U K'l B«t UHd Cv WurwHtv 


WE WANT TO BUY YOUR ROLEX 


Some say, they will pay more for your Rolex and other 
luxury watches... but once they see it they won’t 


We pay what we say, sometimes more and we do it 
fast and secure.* 


Buying & Selling the world’s finest watches... 

Call us today and find out for yourself 


rolex specialist 


BQ WATCHES 

6QW House, 1 Back Lane 
Edgware, Middlesex HA6 OHS 
info@bqwatchesxom 

WWW, b^atch0s.com 

0203 538 5189 
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NEW CAR PRICES @ 


DATA • PRICES • PLUS OUR ROAD TESTERS’ PICK OF THE RANGE 


HOW OUfi OUIDC WORKS 

ratPMUMANCC: Ihh b the manulaEluTef'^ 

dalrnid acuIvnUon time for ■ end 1$ 

meuured ^ifi ph or 042inph 

(O^iookpf^r In seunds. 

BCDNOMT AND EMISSIONS: The combined 
cycle ecDnotny and embslons figure In 
miles perpUcmand frams perkJlometfc of 
C02. Flfuies are recorded In lefuLated 
tests, but may not be repiesentattve of 
actual efnclency In ever^ay drtvinf. 


INSURANCE: Group ratitif as quoted by the 

Association of British InSJiefs. 

WAftRAHTT: By each minuliactunT^s narne 
Is die basic warranty |>*f1od In months far 
mechankaLs, corrosion and palntwmrk. 
yST PMCE: This Is Itic ornifiMad 
Iffure and indudes VAT, deUvery to dealer, 
12 months' mad tax, number plates and 
the flrst re^stiadon fee. Electric cars 
Include the Govemmenf s Ptuf In CarGrarrt. 


WIliff FfTT b yourpraje enough? Our 

irwasunmvnLs show the kn|lh and vddth 
of each model, but remembcTestalE and 
peifarmaivce variants may b* bigger. 
DRIVER POWER POSHION: Auto Ejtprass's 
survey canvasses results Imm ter» of 
thousands of motorists. Models am rated 
by driven, then tanked aplmt others on 
sale In the UK from one to iDD. The lower 
the number, the h igher the scoee. 
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Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 
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The Audi A1 
Sportback Sport, 

From £219 per month.* 



This price incLudes Audi Music Interface, 
IS'' aLLoy wheels and Sports suspension. 
And an Audi to call yours. 


Business users only with Contract Hire.* 

Official fuel consumptlan figures for the Audi A 1 Sportback 
Sport 1.6 TDI 116 PS 5 -»peed manual in mpg (UlOOkm): 
Urban 6 S J ( 4 , 3 ), bctra Urban 91,1 ( 3 , 1 ), Combined 80 J ( 3 . 5 ), 
COa eriii^sidns: QZg/km. Standard EU Test figures forcdituparatiw 
purposes and may not reflect real driving results, Un And 

of tfw Cofftmct Him igiwriMii tha vvhlda wHL b* ratumid to Audi FliunEiu 
‘Plus VAT and Initial nentil. Butloeis uun on^. Baud on Audi A1 SportbKli Sport 
l,e TDI UiPS 5-ipt*d ni«nu«t Basfd on J yotPt, 10,000 milA por tnnum ChitnCC 
igiwntnt with in fpltlll rwitil of £1,114.00. £.0p (plui VAtT udchi rrtllMg* 
durs«s 4i7pl)r. Offer mlUble foi^ orden bcfsrt il Mirch 201S ind dtl^tred 
by 30 lunc IDIS from paiildpiting CertErBi. Dffir miy bi wM or withtdmn 
«t any Dm*, further diir^ miy be piyibit whtn vchkiv b nturred, iwtqKt 
to tha contract fair wear and taar guldtUoai and mllaaga. VAT payabla at a rata 
of 10%. Ffunoc tub|«ct to 4tatu5. AivalUbta to IBs ar>d over. Subject to avalUbtUty. 
(*rk«5 and ajtamplas tfiown are correct at tiine of pubticalkhi IFebruify 

lOlS] and do not taka Into accDunt any ¥Briation to gsvarnmant taui or chargai 
arbirig tfW the date of publcation. Terms and conditiont apply. Freepost Audi Flriarice. 
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WA 4LS HAMA £ 
4Saftw: add £4990 to 30 nw 49 £51 W to 3.7 ftowMv 


HoMMir ■ aoiOil E30-i75liim. i 
QfefVtll OOMnOWcHA 

1J4H r 461 60 USKAC 

36HhA « Ml 71 IftHA € 

LlhMitv L ai SJ£ aOlUAE 

AlHtot M19U0 65 aiHlAi 

45aa^ add ranOto U iMi 4 ct 01 BOto 67 ItoadAT 


4JV«aula 
UAtoAbJ 

Marnal; no csiteptkvi 


MTU 45 7*?WA HI 
Mil* 45 2E IWAHH 


ronduac oiuii man j’OaaiwliS 


I - 37tQk1«7Smf!V iUBMICMi^nM 


umviM 

UmAitoPto 

iJfM'onia 

IlfilfrItMVUa 

1JDI&5(N9ABito 

IJOIO^CMltAna 


C MS 167 115 3 IHaS 
C 565 167 in 9 £11*49 
C Ms 167 ill S 113349 
A S.7 11 J 4* I £t»n 
A C67 115 » 9 111049 
A B.7 tiJ 49 f (UiA* 


Auuc add HOOD to l2MiraCVfd6 OHi-9 Talina 


I 4nihl49liAn^BJa£H^^ 
ICHA 


UmVIdB 

ISdOMMA 

12 WiAnnlB 

14HG-S(M4iana 

UdaonAonto 

11DlG.5Ml4bM 

isdaMiilH 


■ fai 167 \t» i £12100 
A 715 115 45 I IU100 
• «0.1 167 T09 f C15A8 
A e.7 11.7 44 to <UHfi 
A 715 1IJ 45 I C15445 
A C57 117 44 10 flfilOO 
A 765 i1 J 45 1 £17100 


Hftff add flow to Aonu PlvnMr: Midi f»Q to Aeinti 


JMa - fltfalTtSain^BIIIIHtnP'M^M 


Mvm 

ISdQtlWVya 
12DK-T|1lQMiF« 

UntrenkAnnb 
iSdatntoAOMto 
IJM-Tl 

1JDK-rrtf44IK)HunMininH J62 64 
IjO&rttfS^Mato S04 ItJ 

1J)f0«iikmiia F 44* 1U 

UriatlMIi'OMH m TOO 112 

IJDia.TtllGt'^toi a A9 91 


1» 

1 


104 

11 

iin» 

129 

11 

£19330 

Ml 

10 

£1<220 

104 

u 

IHTIS 

IS* 

19 

116150 

ta 

19 

£2A3» 

129 

11 

nJTTii 

MS 

10 

CUTTO 

104 

11 

iftiu: 

1*9 

» 

itITn 

m 

1* 

4214W 

185 

32 

ai4» 

ta 

30 

mm 


150lfr7Ch«IMiW« 


AiAa Hid ClOeOto 1 S{1 1 A AfiUffiPmdLrc mM El lOOtoT^hUi 


LaM 4adiil7Kfennv 

itnocttA 

A HA tlj 0 i5 01410 
A HA 110 D a £a«IO 
A HA t1 J 0 8 £35490 
laa^Bvctdia aPfSWt add £70 par ntanto bamry r«n1al 
VU»i-:add£lWO»VUi 



r-41*3W7MaMMlC*EtWrihS* 


1JBIfrr(11!)Vhto 

ISdatlWVWa 

1JPl6T(l150Ataidi 

iJ da (114 Awn 

12PlfrT(t1SJirtf 

1.SdCI(11«fMa< 

12Dn-Ttt1S}lMlli 

iSdoniDikiinA 

AUto-addfllSDtoPiD-T 


C 5S4 tU lit 11 £16HS 
A 765 IIS 44 13 £17695 
C SA TU lit 10 fiTW 
A 765 115 44 11 fWlAl 

C 154 161 lit 10 fUH9 

A 765 115 H 12 £10$*5 
C M4 16J lit 10 £16545 
A 76S 115 44 12 £11945 


qwtl6il-43itol7inmMI»l*ttPMAl^ 


UDB-TdlSlVbta 
1540 (114 VWi* 
12»&TmS}A»nto 
ISdQdMIAtoata 

udatimiMK 

1JE]|frT(tl4Mai* 

IJda(li4lMn 
UdOdMIh 
UdOdmH 


D 3BA 11J 129 17 £!»» 
A 763 I2A 44 17 QmM 
D 504 113 t» IT fmSO 
A TAJ 164 44 IT £31|30 
O 504 11J 129 17 £31700 
A TAJ 11A » 17 a34» 
Cl SOA 11J 179 14 i 
A TAJ 124 44 IS I 
C fiU 169 115 14 I 
6 576 fSJ 1» 14 i 


AuuEaddniSAtoijQlO^i; ij da^viK*^; arid too unaH 


iM 4mtiC3mK wmMiettitiriM 


UriCIdMvUa D 174 lD5 1» 14 O3H0 

UdadtOOMHU D 574 ilLS 19 14 £34715 

UdOdJAnAnr O 374 lOS 129 20 £37398 

uwm'^ io 774 103 12 * » amt 

Aidii; Hfcifl »00tol1M^ AWfc hM £17U towi 

Wa^addnw 


I S96i1**iai^ E1MMICiVWA 

^-“LHA 



K. 3A5 161 215 10 01995 
K 06 MA TXT 9 OMa 
II 5U 11.1 233 I £3n« 
I 367 167 350 11 £33140 


IS 

a 


ri 


1 

1 


AutKaddflTSAto-Huia 


3JVfJ7K 

67MtottCT 

LTMJTKiMw 

AuiBKiddii4»tocr 


L 270 53 mm ami 

I, 170 jj Mt ai tmn 

L 270 5J mm ilTOtS 


OHi aeTQxitnmtE 


UWTTfU 

UWfTETtNHna 


MZ30 30 TTS SO £9030 
MZ3.4 60 275 SOfllSOH 


MvamndtAiAam tMM 41S130 /DhIc^ 

WManv J piAVioooo mlii 

Hind tttoeihmbv wmamwwA 


1JSH 
tJS4M 
USM Sport 
USHlv 


E 490 111 13T I £75» 
E 490 11J 117 i ttm 
E 4*0 1U 131 f 07*9 
E 4*0 11J 137 i at** 


raiSEOT 


MvKp«4ac6ai.uk /*i<odw*cOW2Sl 1134 THaatn 300 


tth HT6rl<n>qi^ajM4ICMYW^ 


A HA no 0 a 1313*5 


10* . jlTMlf isnn. I«»AIG4I^^ 


UmAnaia A 90 V4J S 8 £D45 

lAtMArthu A »J» HJ « t £*495 

14(lll|AAdw*l4M*4tHt A 744 144 to ■ ftHt 

UimnzIhaalMiAliaB A 15.7 110 « 11 ifWfS 

IJVnMNratahMto A fST 110 99 11 £11145 

Autoc addilSO to AzdM S5 SA: arid £4U to Idr A^ Md 

Mill*. I Widptc add OOO to Aedw «id 




lOVnmAnHM 

16VTl|iqA(«tfa«1rir 

U'bridlOAiatoalA 

MHatTtlAcwtto 

lOVnmiAdlwiA 

uvrUujAcdvaidi 

lAHlMITOlAeiwSdl 

ijiinMd7«1a*dr 

UaWfMniiaMr 
l4a41tii(*3)Mwa3* 
iOimfli^toitoALai* 
lovnwDh 


A <54 ISO 99 5 0995 

A eO 15.9 99 I £1134* 

■ t2.T 140 »4 a 111745 
A 74J 155 ft 11 11304S 
A 154 15S 99 I £121*5 

■ a? MO 1H I £12899 
A 742 155 W II £13»»S 
i a7 HO 104 • £1*448 
A T4J tIS 96 11 fintl 
A ISO ai IS IS £M74S 
A 450 HI ff 19 £lS9fE 
F U.1 167 144 31 HUM 

■ GT HO KM 13 £iet5 


16»l«lBQ9tdtoneariai9* A 450 123 95 U £1194* 


l4Vnri24HbtollwU 
14M«l(115}NAtoNwrfA 
lOTWdMXVJA 
lAaMStdQirriA' 
146HDldlS))nr3* 
lOTWtlHECdl* 
lATwfkMGic 


a W4 A9 12* 17 £170*5 
A T4J 67 *3 H £f|4|5 
i 467 61 191 H £17990 
A 74J 133 U II f17f95 
A 742 too *9 30 £1045 
E 474 44 139 » ETUBO 
a S2J 4S 12S Ja 011*5 


AUIK add 025 to 1 3 vn M44Md AAA, add £TW to 14*631 
Ari)w Ut. Sdn add ffWOtot XVwal 016 AAnradd CMDB to 
ArttM (lut 14 or PniAl^. add flW to Oil 


HEVEEFOWn Kills 


C SIA 16J 117 * 

A 765 111 93 IS 
i <14 112 109 14 

■ <14 64 101 14 

■ £14 11.1 105 14 

■ <14 67 107 U 
A 76* 11 J 61 19 
A T6J 103 tS 1i 
A fl2 67 ff 33 

• N4 69 t«S 34 

■ S60 tOJ 110 11 
A 742 too 1W 19 

• 7U 69 H9 a 
D 504 7J 1U a 
i TOO 64 103 a 

AuIb: a4d II W to 12 TtoaTarii (1 3CIL 10 ItoaWi ClHlL * 
$W aril £1 IdO Alkiw. iM CllOd to Adin 


9M ■ 4<ncl4»iwk 
PMIVBiraWBI POSCJQ 


lAHHOyAam 

1 J PintodidlCl Sporthn 

i3mMitod*{in|5p»to«i 

13f>«Uh(111*Ac1fc* 

lOFwaUdJdAcdw 

lOHDlOllOACItoB 

IJtHOI^II^Aaiin 

IJHaWffUeiActiw 

UHiHf1W{l5«|AAn 

1JPwa1bd*(13(|*T^ 

10Hni11S6FlJrH 


£11045 

C17H* 


£17Uf 


f1»T4S 

£21*45 

ai345 


1Al1#{BS|Cir 


UHDfddOlAdiwaNiiiv 


C G7J 134 111 24 122D4< 
C 814 too 119 37 £22445 
B <7 J 9l 0 m » acts 
l*HDIdM>MJteAAnltov 1 SU tO.1 140 JO OTIK 

UHneUA^wtoET E SJ 64 MO 37 £30141 

UHra<»AauteHVtoid4 Alton A 10.7 9J 91 38 £»H0 

UMtoHOitUAlKHnW C 414 67 119 *I OOW 

lOHWfZOfilliyMMItKHM ■ 705 *iS 104 37 £34«45 

AUIk add E50Q to 1 0 MflA Ul SW add £1»O£14D0(FKit 
KVtoiMa^ AAnHK Md fiUOto Adtot hav 


blUimiv 


UHUfT^SrtS 
Auto: 4^ €900 


C 820 110 11* 2 £l*m 
C 830 ICO 114 3 £12l« 


Fto^lMto tWrtftArvFiEWHKMHA 



B SJ UL1 1» 9 £11190 
i 54J 1U Its i riTlSI 
D 543 to 125 I 115115 
i Hj 17,1 m J 


For car insurance you can rely on call 0800 kOk 8724 iS^^^^churchlU' 


1M Special Issue 


www.autoexpre$5.co.uk 






For car buying advice, would 
you go to neighbour Petulia? 




V 


No. for real-life, no-nonsense, 
buying advice go to Carbuyer 

We won't Just tetl you whet it is like to drive a car. well tell 
you what it la like to own. We'll reveal the running coats, 
explain whit might go wrong and you can find out what 
existing owners think. So for information that'll help 
you buy your perfect new oar. there's only one place to go. 

carbuyer 

^ .co.uk 

1^1 Trusted reviews [ 3 /. Owner opinien Expert advice 



uvnnavs a mr im s rw* 

e U4 14.^ 15$ t fim 

MAS ^ dMn IjC Hfil (U}S 





nMTtt Qi777 f d«ikri: IH 

VAirflt% ? IwfrtWOI 


iiwr ^ J71MMJwri BMMCW WA 
|HW9lPQ|imP0^»|£i| 


tJvnriiefftoto 

e 

42.1 

11J 

159 

u 

£973*0 

umfiiqjkbK 

D 

SU 

Ilf 

IH 

IS 

flKHI 

1fV1l(12eAc«v« 

a 

4J.t 

111 

155 

u 

CliHO 

IflftFfllftAiw* 

AfOl 

U 

15* 

20 

121 7» 

tf W3i{1l£}AtAl4 

D 

$M 

19* 

l& 

15 

£1*4*5 

zfHunmAdM 

i 

S91 

9 l 7 

l» 

20 

aim 

2B Wi CmtHTtoMl Acift* 

A 

&t 

*5 

m 

a 

fZ7» 

2.a Midoft mtoUf aAb* 

A 

72f 

OS 

« 

a 

I21UI 


Auwr fedd £E0 u KBl fun u u wt Alun, jUun: Add 
CinOteAdhi 




0^ EUMlKiV 




« 11.5 If? 

1VJ 157 


C«(d TtSnwv RMMKAr IVA 


• am 


I oiif 
I mm 


DMW>rwW»Ol»?T 

UVUCUOtAGOM e ILt t» 13 nwM 

If ia{iinA«nH D izf IM u fav^ 

IJIWftWAb* a Ml IT 1» 17 OHM 

1JI«{11S}AcI|h i fM i» m M o»«i 

r 91J loio ua 11 czms 

Auloifedd^vlf wt, lCIXlStD^WiAXw«iU0756ta 

Acdw^iivnii 


ITOSSit S 41.fl 1J.S 1« ft aits 

IfWeuliilLMr H MD 111 in 7 flUfS 

nfiau 4dr: ufiH pfta H 


REWAUIT 


HwitLmiAjSiAJs /hwKn: 01900733373 /CMn IS3 
W h M i ly 4 tmi/IOOOOD mUs 


2Ht ^ 4ISb17»1lBf«n^ 


iTI^lfhn A WA l«A 0 10 tsm 

ITI^IWiric A HK WA 0 II E7SK 

bttwy Nik «S-fir7 pv wfiVi 


tTVllM iiiM C S7A 1U 114 10 tllMS 

14MH{7QAnw fe 7M 141 1H 10 eWH 

iivneoAfiM* c S7JI iu m ii iwk 

UVntnejUlM 1 471 U 13£ it I150M 

l4N«{7eActlvt ■ TOlI 141 194 10 OSIM 

IfMaUflHKfdM A 743 1» 9 IT rUH 

ITVn^AXn C STl 111 t14 11 UStil 

fJVntlHQAAH ■ 471 U 13S 10 £11450 

flvWMWMin A Tam M II fITie 

If »411|f11!)H4Allun ■ TOLi 194 191 lO fWli 

llVlitOeHiMOInMAMi E 471 if 13S It £l7tl0 

If *4401021 MrwOAiii Ant ■ 70LI 1U 191 17 eWO 

If *Mlltim74iniCilnnl4iAI nut 194 19l S' CWB 

AutK Add n09 1* 1 4 rtlOii Addn ml Jtihn, Oa 1* 14 vH 
Alif 4 Flln* MfDV AifAlm» Md £20 U Cdnu Am 


n ■ fTteltISfflnv UDflU# PM 
DHVBIPCMIllPQ&U 


TNlii pi 3aifa1«0rrw\I M II H IGBPifcfe^ 

iiwicnifivmMvi • «zf iz.f i» i 

iffC4D47w e MJ iJLfl Ids 1 on 

IlibCTesAlDTlundlM A I7J UO K 3 £1HtS 

tftaT^eaHIOviHiiqw A «S.7 110 H t £13195 


IH -fOHfel TXhiik 

pmBiPMfBinftWA 

a NM Ul O I5 £13915 
I5hpl*tcyrif4*w 7*nft*fciw A WA U5 | If mm 
TA^lDilEltfni^ A WA 13.S 0 If fllHJ 

TShpiMioywNqMiifWMiiniA pva ui o is o»4j 

2iu iRodilE Add Mftitiy hJn Iwi OS pir RMTdh 


IflWflSeSfOn F 441 U 140 27 IB1» 

IfTfVOMICT 0 41.1 T4 iSS U OltM 

If nflOlfjHft i 53J fT I9t Jt owo 

unepnai* f 44 * m te 4i naoo 

Auttt Bdd f1 140 to UTW (1 CT^MdOUU to Ipoft 


PORSCHE 


■ www4iw i J i i iyCP'A flmNjiKMlSni Itll PIMnH 


L'tfTUUnfm^ OJHtflWllU 
nmnattfA 


IfWnHMMMQU 0 44* M IK 41 lfS» 

3JW1^9MMHnS£4lvbU A 11.1 U 71 » 04401 

IJWPOtPtowin I HI U 1K4e £l»13 

44 VtnWftowTwif X 32S S.1 3» 4t liiU» 

4JWPDKFlMIWIfiTIS 1 2E4 44 249 50 fiJini 

4fWrrnK9vwmlM» L Z7T 4.1 Z» SOnMM 

Fwwwa 3b#toof; d £23141 lolu^ 


i-ferxitiimn H *ii»4> u rfa;H^A 
kWA 


urmtiuiKM H m 41 mm man 

UMnXltevtS X 111 54 304 40 £41100 

3f VOPHClHtoivpSDM 0 41111 19 JS £43aM 

If WrnXHinrilMto M 31T 4f »l 44 OtlM 


Ci f oto 4e&it38>wn.iuiiiniaFP^ 

QflfVBIKIWBI*«»PA 


Cl* wumnaiam 

DMvmpfiwnFQAa 


U 1ly1?S> Li|] i^iii 

*-T- i ■■ -*■ ■ 

«MoEfGieNEPipnM«a4 


iJUvtT^DpwnM* 

twarcf MDlAHMii* 

lUQtWlPjiiiiJ'ililHi 

«aaETC4aqBtw<iqME 

UdaCHIDvwitoptol 

ifTCttiieiKiniin 

ifr(ue»<iiifiiuiwi 


AMto: «dd £1 30Q to dQ Dynamqu^^JyniiNqLJv ECXl bM OSB 
biSddindWTC* 


9 

51f 

1k4 

127 

7 

f1»l9 

e 

51.4 

104 

117 

• 

£12409 

e 

51.1 

1LZ 

104 

t 

£134*S 

A 

ill 

11.7 

90 

u 

rusts 

e 

51.4 

1S1 

1l7 

i 

£i34H 

B 

«U 

1U 

1« 

t 

£14495 

A 

*9.1 

11.7 

90 

a 

neis 

B 

<14 

1U 

105 

10 

£11415 

A 

HI 

111 

93 

11 

fiess 

C 

5*3 

91 

in 

14 

UTltl 

F 

4if 

07 

141 

33 

£1M«« 

W 

444 

07 

14* 

» 

cum 




ifrie7niwiinii.i « Ml 101 19 91 mna 

UfatowdaniOfiffwiMnn. B Ot lU IOC If £ltM5 
IT fawny TOIIIJItip^iiii* C 53L3 101 111 If tITJn 
IfdlBlimltod 4 409 lOS 19 13 £lt2» 

If Eiw|y*a|1ietMMd 4 ttl 1U 1« II £11745 
ljldiei»7iiwMw19m1Mi 4 409 105 19 17 £17790 
ufaMwiC4(iieoiiwtet c uj 101 ill 17 nisn 
iifawtvaiiiietirrtMMitoTa M9 lu im is ntzis 

If fattoUrdKltueOynnMwTO TOf Sf 103 17 £19745 
A^ £1 (BO to dO (1 Id}, ITT LUi« *dd flSMto 

Dfrarto^ Ifanlbra i^iot If d 149k Ip^lTbunriBdld £1000 


ifwiOntofcoyiiitoMii ft 4£i tj 17345 C4tna 

If Wl^CfepimllHyby A *3.1 !L1 7f 4* mCM 
fJVtIVOMdcCwMMCDU X 301 ff 209 » tC14H 
IftftllpkadeCAvwMC K 307 U 233 4* deilt 
4JWmlpkqnkiCw«mlB^Mn2 4J HI 30 ftHS 



17laotor J 344 U 111 40 ntIO 

Mltodtorl K 32.1 S.1 201 4J (t/m 

MBwAtoXn X 31f SO 111 41 ££U» 

r01t»dd£1»Z2II2»1lDCn} 


vmmrmmHatia 

IfdieUHftfd 4 401 105 19 14 £1I7» 

1lfaWWKl{110lliniltld 4 501 lU l« If 01445 

~~f T~]i — '} r 4 Mi 10.5 1H If nim 

— p""- r-l*^ — 'i~ c uj 101 ni 14 nifis 

If fawvriainCIOvrwTMi" 4 94.9 1U 10« » £3»45 

If fawf* M {WOlQji nmhpw 4 T04 If 104 » 01445 

UTPiFi ift^nrta* J MO OB 1« 3ti OilM 

AiAo: idfEI m to M ri la cr IbfiTttoic kM £150010 

Dfnmriqu* IbtoltoH 4not Ifd lie. Cw CftirfK idd £3000 


fwnk 43it4571.l94»iwx W O lB C *ft AA frA& 
OHVOlMWBmtcQ 


Ciamn ■ 4]to^43Bi HlPinfa EWM^ 

PWVWFWIWr TO ftPA 

J MA k? 10 17 OHM 
If C^TWif K 32.1 SdO 2S ft £4*713 

IffbymSn X 314 4.3 311 49 1319*7 

IfCiyw M icrf I 374 44 71BIWAIUU1 

PDK; £1321 CC2351 ID GTV mt GT4 


Ml W1 4545ir11M19nAn EUMMIW 


lACtom X 311 41 211 4i £7390* 

34C*nto»4 K 310 4.1 31S 4« £7t3M 

3f bnnff K lOT 4J ]1T 47 IIHH 

If Ckrttofi K H.7 4J 224 47 

3f CfnwiaS K 21.7 41 211 <7 OIOM 

9f rOK^idto L ZI.1 94 ZZT RCIHSM 

URXnMaS L HLI k1 227 WfWltt 

UKlftm MZU J1 2*1 H£M«« 

POCaAf £2317. tWR Bdd OIM Op bito^VOriw 5. £H40 to 
Cvrm S>WI13, Tir^ iM 11013 to Cmri W 


tl* fndw ^4»e*1 WntTi. lUUJICNliWA 

tHMRHHnilOkWA 


44l«^«ddlW Al5f If 73IM47I119 

4*M^Mdmii^dvli A 342 1* TO iwfiBip 


IfWTtUftKHQDIlyfmi^ I 907 11T 1T| II flfJfS 
iTtCitlieMMaOp^^ ■ 9CJ 11T 140 If OOiif 
IfdadieiOUiaOOvwii'hn B 51.9 12.5 1« It QUK 
IffadienMMD^nm'bPii C tfJ 10.3 114 34 fSIK 
1170(1 94 XNiaPDyMMOWi F 441 11.4 14S H 03109 

1flM[19nOHiMi1tain1bm H MJ 11.7 174 It £1»M« 
ITTOtllSUrtDyfftonutTtoiti 479 11.7 US 19 OHU 
ITIOriJetliOynaMvitltoiti 45.1 11,4 14B 20 £»« 
1140(1 lesaDynonriiyiAnM B 509 US Ids il xlilfs 
1f4dC19B»PpwT4toi*7ton C 54T 109 114 34 1ZD95 
futoL4dtfi1lUlBda(1l5}^ Umitod^idQflBlB a yn M to^ 
iMlTOm *iOtXHQDL Orml loAk: Ud £1200 to Stort^ 




MOiEtiCiMExpnMoitF^ C SOS 13.0 IIS 4 £MttS 

atmui is m fis»s 

fOdBTCifteaynHilltodUHwC SOS U.B 115 t £19199 

If dd Mri ta mu A704 u.i 95 12 fiiSH 

ITT^dHttPCDji iMiiiWf O SU 101 125 14 CI71K 
5 hAdAbK hM f 1 UDto □yruttooM* 

-.y. 


n/itolTvKai74a»4l»l 

IMfTWIV 4 THIfUnliniAld Rite 
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}*i 1 
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UVUm 

MVUh 


HjU 47 S7r«A£aAMi 
4J 33 NirjUBoan 


WMtti NTnun PKMIW Wi 


M2U M S7FNiyUZ23HG 



47VU 
UVUl 
t7V11wnHvtof!fBMI 


Mm ytJNtAOKm 
Mini M WWUIXniB 
Hml U »7fiMQSZHB 
M1U 5J MNfU^DS^m 


winwiiilf m iih 7toDditriKaSIB12i211 ICUHCia 
Wirrinl^. i ytanMAAirrilw 

Ml-MfalHIrwiuMWIICtfTWini^ 

PHWH P Piii nrofc Uft 


IjftllvWSEM 

1J012vMh1KHMr 

ljb12v[7QbyUAM03ilr 


(KMJ 


.AiAn «M n I » to SC. 'Sdr «dld 0» 


i «2J 1M 195 1 
» «M 1M 1«5 1 
A 4U 14J 96 I aS» 
t Ol 1U i« 1 £KM 
# fij 144 19S 3 am 
m Ai 13J IS 1 itoaa 
■ a.1 13J in 1 cmis 


«ai AUTblSSSiWTv HKMBVi^ih^ribV 

lAMAKfMMC04liiA 
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B All the action from the world of motorsport 



Brits clinch top Le Mans seats 



Stephen Errity 

, Stephen_Errity@denni 


1 

StepFien_Errity@dennis.co.uk 

nj RISING British star Harry Tincknell 
ill will be among the drivers to take on 
the World Endurance Championship and 
Le Mans 24 Hours in Nissan’s radical 
new front-engined GT-R LM racer. 

Tincknell, 23, joins Spanish ex-Fl 
driver Marc Gene and Frenchman Olivier 
Pla for a full-season campaign, while 
Japanese GT champion Tsugio 
Matsuda will be in the third car that 
Nissan will run at Le Mans. Further 
names for the nine-strong squad will ' 
be announced in the comingweeks. 

“To be offered my first factory contract 
in racing with a manufacturer as bigas 
Nissan is something I’ve dreamt about 
since I began karting 13 years ago,” said 
Tincknell, who won the LMP2 class at 
Le Mans last season and is mentored 
by triple overall winner Allan McNish. 

The GT-R LM Tincknell will drive was 
unveiled in a US Super Bowl commercial 
earlier this month. It’s powered by a 3.0- 
litre V6 turbocharged petrol engine with 
a Kinetic Energy Recovery System (KERS), 
and unlike the other factory LMPl 
racers, it sends its power to the front 
wheels, which is claimed to produce a 
power output of at least l,250bhp. 

Nissan will take on the established 
might of Audi, Porsche and Toyota in 
the series’ top LMPl class, and all 


I Nissan, Toyota, Audi and Porsche all sign British talent for 2015 ■ Full grid for championship 


Radical new Nissan GT-R LM will take 
on Audi, Porsche and Toyota in the 
WEC and the Le Mans 24 Hours 


u/SC 


Nick Tandy 

Porsche (Le Mans) 


Harry Tincknell 

Nissan (full season) 


Mike Conway 

Toyota (full season) 


'Tincknell, 23, joins 
ex-Fl driver Marc Gene 
and Frenchman Olivier 
Pla in the Nissan" 


three rivals have also signed up young 
British driving talent for 2015. 

At Audi, Oliver Jarvis is stepping 
up to a full-season campaign, having 
raced only at Le Mans last year, while 
Toyota has promoted Mike Conway 
from test to race driver. Nick Tandy will 
drive a third Porsche 919 at Le Mans 


alongside FI star Nico Hulkenberg 
and New Zealander Earl Bamber. 

The LMP2 class sees a healthy 
increase in full-season entries, going 
from four in 2014 to 10 for this year. 

British outfit Strakka Racing will be 
on the grid with its new Dome coupe, 
driven by the 2010 Le Mans LMP2 


class-winning line-up of Jonny Kane, 
Nick Leventis and Danny Watts. 

The production-based GT class will 
once again see Ferrari, Porsche and 
Aston Martin battle it out for honours 
over the course of the eight-round 
season. Corvette will join for the 
Le Mans 24 Hours in June only. 


Marussia could return to 


FI grid 


THE Marussia Formula One team could 
return to the grand prixgrid - but under 
its original name of Manor Motorsport. 

Former Sainsbury’s supermarket 
boss Justin King is reported to be one 
of the investors aiming to bring the 
squad back. It missed the last three 
races of the 2014 season when Russian 
backer Andrey Cheglakov ceased his 
funding after seeing the team race 
at his home grand prix in Sochi. 

King’s 20-year-old son Jordan was 
British Formula 3 champion in 2013 
and recently confirmed he would be 
graduating to theGP2 Series in 2015 
with top team Racing Engineering. 

A planned auction of Marussia’s race 
equipment and cars was called off at 


the last minute and administrators 
have announced that the company 
will exit bankruptcy on 19 February. 

However, the FI Strategy Group, 
composed of Red Bull, Mercedes, 
Ferrari, Williams and Force India, has 


rejected the team’s request to run 
a modified version of its 2014 car. 

When Manor Motorsport entered 
FI in 2010, it was initially known as 
Virgin Racing, before being renamed 
after new backer Marussia in 2012. 




I ■ BMW REVEALS M6GT3 

■ BMW has released the first images 
i of its new M6 GT3, which is set to 
: make its competition debut in 2016. 
! The car will succeed the current 

I BMW Z4 GT3 racer and, like its 
; predecessor, will be eligible to 
compete in events such as the 
British GT Championship and the 
Blancpain GT Series in Europe. 

Power comes from a 4.4-litre 
V8, producing over SOObhp, while 
the car weighs less than l,300kg. 


128 Special Issue 


www.autoexpress.co.uk 
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6 ISSUES FOR 

JUST SOp 

PLUS A FREE JACK PYKE FLASK ■ 


Subscribe for our Half Price Heroes rate! 

As part of our Half Price Heroes Special issue, we're halving our 
subscription oReri Start your subscription to Auto Express with 6 
issues for just SOp (saving you over £15 on the shop price during 
your triaQ. Enjoy the latest motoring news delivered to your door 
each week and we'll send you an exclusive welcome gift! 


YOUR FREE |ACK PYKE FLASK 


This jack Pyke stainless steel insulated 
flask is the perfect companion to cold 
days or a long drive. Get yours FREE 
with Auto Express today! 






YOUR GREAT 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 

■ HALF PRICE trial Offer 

■ HUE Jack Pyke Ftask 

■ FREE dalivaiy of every issue 

■ Sa«a 46 % on your subscription 

■ All the latest news, imd tests & 
iBwleiMs delivered to your door 
each week 


Order online at dennismags.co.uk/autoexpress 
Call 0844 844 0026 quoting code: 


Or complete and return the form 


Subscription Order Form 

[ I YMPtuHRttrtiiiyBukacflptlootoAutoEJtprHSiHliefid niefriy FREilacIf 
PyW Ftaali^fF I dvoUrwt to continue 11 ^ jL^xcripirion after period, I will 

mlu out on the UA newi nea U y and a 4S5L on tl>w shop prke. 

0 lainBnexistiFigsubschber Fleiseextefd it^subsaipx^ 

YOURE>ETAIL5 


SAVE 


DIRECT DEBIT MYMENT 

n Just E19^ civeiy 13 isau« (San4dK Dn the Bhop prin) 




RrnJRN m FREEPOST RUS-£miW2R, Alito Ekpf«» 

SM Oullbt Ave, Kent Sdence PbiIl SItlliigbciunieMEf MU 

t^arebrnlledtofintJOOiHdef^ allow ISd^fvdelivcfy.lJC only la IlndtedeDD^ 

AhenuEhe ^ miy be stfipOed Ybu vrtl b* able to view your uJiacftpiUn d 


JUaoEiqnH hkytedltleti qiHttefliireedtd | P1J57P 
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Back chat 

loin the debate now... www.autoexpress.co.uk/opinion 


YOU wouldn’t believe how often 
broadcasters wheel me into their 
studios to discuss the thorny subject of 
‘retests’ for motorists in certain age groups. 

One minute, pensioners with half- 
cenmry-old licences are the problem. The 
next, it’s newly qualified youngsters who 
are branded the worst drivers on the road. 

Do I detect age discrimination here? 

Please, can we stop putting fear into young 
and old folk with threats of automatic 
‘retesting’ and, in mm, the possible loss 
of their fall licences and modest cars? 

What’s wrong with ALL qualified drivers 
being legally required to sit and steer their 
way through professional driving appraisals 
(not tests) once ayear? For each 6o-minute 
assessment they’d pay around £20, or a 
little more if driving the appraiser’s car. 

Only qualified driving instmctors 
could qualify as appraisers, and it would 
mean more work for existing driving 
schools, plus potential and much needed 
emplo3mient prospects for would-be 
instructors/appraisers / assessors. 

The icing on the cake is that the training 
industry and its workers will earn more 
whi l e appraising 30 million-plus drivers per annum. HM Treasury will 
rake in additional corporate and employee taxes. Britain will get richer. 

The counter argument goes that already cash-strapped drivers will be 
£20 ayear poorer. But will they? Perhaps forward-thinking car insurers 
can pickup the tab for some or most of their customers. After all, a 
policy holder who consistently receives brief but glowing written 
assessments is surely bound to have fewer prangs. 

Maybe firms who employ company car drivers will pay the fee on 
behalf of their staffers. And what better affordable birthday present 
from grandma to grandson than a £20 appraisal booked with a driving 
school convenient to him? But even if you’re on your own and must 
pay it yourself, consider the modest annual spend one of the best 
investments you’ll make during the course of each motoring year. 

Voluntarily, I’ve just done my first appraisal (see Page 26) and 
will definitely be going back for more. Like personal health checks, 
gas boiler inspections and routine servicing on cars, annual 
driving appraisals aren’t compulsory - but they should be. 

B Do you agree with Mike? 

Have your say at facebook.com/autoexpress 




Mike 

Rutherford 

Motoring's most outspoken and 
opinionated coiumnist sounds off 

n 

what's wrong with 
all qualified drivers 
being required to sit 
through professional 
driving appraisals 
once a year? 
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■ DRIVEN 



All-new XC90 


We hit the road to give the definitive 
verdict on Volvo's stylish super-SUV 



Focus ST diesel 
vs Golf GTD, V40 


Ford's hottest diesel hatch takes on 
rivals from Volkswagen and Volvo 



New R8 blasts off 


We hitch a ride on 'sign-off' drive 
for Audi's next-generation supercar 

ESNews IS Product tests 
^ Drives j Features & Sport 

on sale @ 

Wednesday 18 February 

www.autoexpress.co.uk 
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SEEKFEOING. 
THE RESPONSIVE XC60. 

The XC60 has been carefully 
designed to offer maximum 
responsiveness on any road. 

CORNER TRACTION CONTROL 
HIGH PERFORMANCE SOUND 
POWER OPERATED TAILGATE 
20" ALLOY WHEELS 
CITY SAFETY 
BLUETOOTH 
DAB RADIO 

£339 

per month 
On Personal Contract Hire 

The XC60 D4 SE, Initial rental is 
£3051, 8000 miles per annum, 
with a 36 month agreement and 
excess mileage charges apply. 



BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY 

AT VOLVOCARS.CO.uk 



Offidaf fviel consumption for the Volvo XC60 D4 SE (manuaO in MPG 0/ 100km): Urban 57B (4,9), Extra Urban 65,7 (4.3), Combined 62,8 (4.5). COa Emissions 117g/ 
km. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing intended for coniparisor>s between v^ides and may not reflect real driving results. iTT^wri«ii iS'sA w 

iu^od.l 0 sldhjii.VBhpi:Je must b<i in caricblion to iMDid fnjilhdf chofi^ p6fm3«. Subtle for 01/01/15 lo 3 l/OQ/IS NcLAntildbt& 

witti other pn]imaAioA& Ppcwided tsy Lbx. Ai/toleose Ltd trsdingi a ycihio Cu Leiaing. SK3 ORO. 


60 3KJ0Y 



There has never been a better time to go enjoy a brand new MG. 
From only £0,3^ OTR the MG3 has loads of exciting extras 
as standard induding distinctive LED ckytime running lights and 
USB/AUX input With over one million personalised combinations 
to discover, you really will get more MG for your money. 

Or why not test-drive the stylish and fully equipped MG6? 
Excellent handling, spacious interior and plenty of gadgets 
are only a few of the reasons to go large. 


MG6 


OTR 


MG3 From £8,399 I 


Pnom 


£16,995 


OTR 


GET HOPE HG FOR YOUR HOHEY. Go find your dealer at mg.co.uk 


MG3 FuaI eottiUnptliHi mpg (l/IOOkm) f^r MG3 RangAc Urban: 3T,T (7.5), Extra Urban 5T.6 (4.f>, CottibItiAcI 48^7 (S.a>, C02 Eml&slou L3A g/km. MG6 Fual 
Consumption mpg 0/1 00km): DTi-TECH Urban: 48.7 (5.8), Extra Urban: 64.2 (4.4), Magnette: 59.0 (4.4), Combined: 57.6 (4.9). C02 Mass Emission (Combined) 129 g/km. 

Models shown - MG3 3FORM 3*ORJ in Stuck on Blue with White Trophy Stripe at £10,203. MG6 DTi-TECH TSE in Regal Red at £19,995. Metallic paint an optional extra at £395. On the road price of £8,399 applies to the MG3 3TIME with no optional extras. 
On the road price of £ 1 6,995 applies to the MG6 DTi-TECH S with no optional extras. On the road (OTR) prices include VAT where applicable, vehicle first registration fee, delivery, number plates and 1 2 months’ Vehicle Excise Duty. From prices shown exclude 
optional metallic paint, accessories and graphics packages. Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official ED test results and are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect actual driving results. For more information on MG3 and 
MG6 please visit mg.co.uk 




www.cltroen.co.uk/cactus 


c\^/AWDS 




NEW CITROEN C4 CACTUS 

Could we make the engine smaller and more efficient? Why can't all the dials and switches be accessible 
on one touchscreen? What material creates a smoother more aerodynamic ride? How do we give the 
doors more protection? From interior to exterior, we questioned everything. Maybe thats why we won 
Top Gear Magazines 'Hatchback of the yeart Go to www.citroen.co.uk/cactus to fir^ Out more. Stay Curioua. 

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE 



Official Government Fuel Consumption Figures (litres per lOOkm/mpgl and CO* Emissions (g/kml [Rangel. Highest: IMew Citroen C4 Cactus 
PureTech 110 S&S manual: Urban 5.8/48.^ Ej?tra Urban 4.0/70.6, Combined 4,7/60.1, 107 COa. Lowest: New Citroen C4 Cactus BlueHDi 100 
manual with 15 inch wheels: Urban 3.5/80^7 Extra Urban 3.0/94.2, Combined 3.1/91.1, 82 COa. MPG figures are achieved under ofFkial EU test 
conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the road driving conditions. 

KTid eff«n >pply Do ratiit uki of qusllf^q Nw C4 Cactut mcKlali onlvnad and eU^iwand IwtwHTi 01/d1/lS and S1/03/1& and ilnckida VAf. dBli¥*fy to d«atar and numtiar piatas^ Cswaminant Raqilxtntlwi faa and 13 montfii' 
graduawd vthlcU ndi* duty. fhvw: N«w C4 CKtiu PunTtdh S2 manual FlAtr. OrR pin E14.S40 CNkL Mu* L»g«un at witn cwt of £2501. 'nl-daiL cuvtofnaf roncai £2.705.47 (plut a £1,000 Giro^n cnmf^tionl^ MWwad by 
36 morvthfy wkiIj of £l$0; opdoful nnalf«fvul E4.M0. LowMt and hCglhw Elaci 4 hmoiut Laat* txampki an baaad <m NtwC4 Cuiui PunTach 02 manual faal and Hm C4 Cacnia a HDt 92 ETC6 Rak rtipacilvaly. rWdalcunoinar 
nntal £34.092,34 Ipkia a £1.000 Crtnfn CQiitributlflirJ-£3.221.SSj bliawad by 36 monl^ily rantali sf C16S -£349; optional ’^ul iwrtal £6,367 - £6j 227 Annual mllMqta 6,000. CKar^f may nppV if mllaaqa la awaadad. Paymant 
uf tbi opOonal Anal Tinial axiandi xba rtmsl itrm Ithtt datf n« tnnilar dcla of dna vahIcUl and rtquirai an annual Fantal af^uivaiani to ona monih^ lafinl. All ranialt Induilva of VAT. Cftro4n UK Umltvd li acting at a cradk broltar and li 
nac 1 landtf. To ftninea your Laua wa Inuoduu you to a Iknhtd. numbar of landan. Riurtoa lubfaci lo luiui. A guiraniaa may ba raquirtd. Ow 16i only. V/rfttan quotationt availabU on faqiuan from CKroan Rnandal Sarutcai, 
Ouadiant Houuj PrEncau Wayj ftadyU, Surray Oftl lOA. PdOn and effan uimcl at tkna of going to prHa 4 lubjafl lo atack availabilHy. Conlaclyeur painkl|>aling daataT for latait prkaaj offan^ larmi othI (jorH01fona or viiit dtioan.OD.iiiL 






DMS AUTOMOTIVE 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES. 

AT DMS AUTOMDTIVE 
WEVE BEEN UNLEASHING 
AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE 
FOR OVER IB YEARS. 


DMS 1M(EVO MARCH 1^) 

'THERFS A REAL RIP TO THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM' 

DMS SW5 BLACK SiRiES (EVO OCTOBER '10) 

-IT FEELS UKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SlAS AND A PORSCHE GT2- 

DMS 13S1 (BMW CAR MAY '09) 

-THE STANDARD CAR IS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW 
MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL* 

DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 {EVO SEPTEMBER '08) 

-rrS EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR, 

YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING' _ 

DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 PDIC (EVO I ^ 

•DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FQRCERJL* 


ir' 



BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR MORE POPULAR MODELS TO UPGRADE. WE ARE ABLE TO 
UNLEASH PERFORMANCE FROM SMALL FOUR CYCUNDER DIESEL ENGINES UP TO V12 SUPERCARS: 


PORSCHE 

997TURBO/S3.8INCPDK»611 BHP 
997 TURBO 3.6 » 625+ BHP 
997GT2RS»670+ BHP 

996 TURBO/GT2 » 60CN- BHP 

997 CARRERA S POK » 400+ BHP 
997 CARRERA S » 376+ BHP 
99? CARRERA PDK » 366 BHP 
997 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP 
997GT3UP»436BHP 
BOXSTER 3,4S » 336+ BHP 
CAYMAN S» 342 BHP 
CAYENNE GTS 440 BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO 4,S » S6S+ BHP 
CAYENNETURBO 4,8 » 578+ BHP 
CAYENNE TURBO S 4 8 » 60Ot BHP 
CAYENNE 4,2 DIESEL » 450+ BHP 
CAYENNE DIESEL H 300+ BHP 
PANAMERATURBOii 600+ BHP 
PANAMEf?A DIESEL » 305+ BHP 


MERCEDES^BENZ 

-63' 5.5 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 60a+aHP 
'500' 4.7 a-TURBO Aa MODELS » 49B+BHP 
SL65 BLACK >1 720+ BHP (+OELIMIT) 

SLAB AMG » 690 BHP (+D€-LtMIT) 

■SS' AMG KDMPRESSOR » SBO^-SHP 
C63 AMG » 530+BHP (+DE-UMIT) 

SIA3 AMG » 560+BHP (+DE*UMfr. 

RE-MAP LOWER ABC SUSPENSION) 
CUOO Bi-TURBO » 580+ BHP 
SiKSS AMG n m BHP (+DEUMrQ 
SiK3S0»32aBHP 
220C[>iALiMa)ELS»210+ BHP 
250 CDi ALL MODELS » 259+ BHP 
320 COE V6» 274 BHP 
350CDiV6»312BHP 
4307450 COiV8» 358 BHP 


BMW 

M57M6F10» 620+ BHP 
MS Via » 548+ BHP (205 MPH) 
X5M7X6M»618BHP 
lM»4n+8HP 

M3 E90792 » 445 BHP (+DE.UMrn 

M3 E46 » 370 BHP (+DE-UMI7] 

Fl0S20O»22l BHP 

n0530D»296BHP 

F10535D»3S8BHP 

33SE/I35i/X6 » 370+ BHP E+DE-LIMIT) 

123DB252BHP 

330DE90» 296+BHP 

320DE90B215BHP 

730DW290+BHP 

XS4.0D/740D»370BHP 

)S3.0D»296BHP 

X6X50I4,4)*50&+BHP 

535D7 335D/ X5 SD » 355+ BHP 

M13SI please call 


EXCmc/MiSC 

FERRARI CALIFORNIA 5i 487 BHP 

FERRARI 5991* 647 BHP 

FERRARM30»525 BHP 

GALLARDO »&46 BHP 

LPS60»600+BHP 

LP640 »707 BHP 

MURCIELACO LP640 » 707 BHP 

MASERATI GT/QPORT » 438 BHP 

MASERATI GT S7 MC » 479+ BHP 

ALL3014 MASERAH^S Please call 

AUDI RS64.0TVe Please call 

AUDI HS6 VIO *» 6BO+3HP +D& LIMIT 

AUDI HeV1» 592+0HP 

AUDI RS4/R8 B7 ** 439 BHP t OE-UMIT 

AUDI RS3» 420+ BHP 

AUDI Q77A6 4.2 TOi » 400+ BHP 

AUDI 3.0TDI (ALL MODELS) » 300+ BHP 

AUDI S3/GOLFR 1*317+ BHP 

ALL 2014 RANGE ROVERS AV7MLABLE 

RANGE ROVER 4.4 TDV6 » 39S BHP 

R ROVER SPORT 3,00 » M5 BHP 

EVOOUi 2.2 DiESa » 340 BHP 

BENTLEY 40 T VB » 600+ 8HP 

BENTLEY CGT7F SPUR ONC 2013) » 660 BHP 

GI SPEED / SUPERSPORT » 680+ BHP 


FOR ALL OTHER MAKES AMD MODELS, 
P1JEA5E CAU US. 


WORLDWIDE OFFICES AND 
INSTALLATION: UK» IRELAND » EUROPE 
USA » ASIA »AUSTRA1JA » SAFRICA 





DESOMED IN THE UK 


DEVELOP ED jAT OUR 
TESTING FACILITIES 





Insurance 



Car Insurance^ 

6e Wiser... Save Money 



• The best policy at the best price 

• We search over 30 insurance companies 

• FREE Breakdown cover 

• FREE Legai protection 

• instant cover and Instaiments 

• Good credit rating? Save up to 40% ! 


0800 298 9648 

oniiiMqiKiiMai: www.bewiser33.co.uk 




For all your insurance needs - 
car, motorbike* van* multi-vehicle, home Si travel 


Be Wiser 

Insurance 





THFiM/YINTHETOf PHOTO 
PAID E148 LESS FOR HIS tNSURANCL 

HE mSURED THROUGH SKY ttiSUHANCE, 
THE PERFOnrMNCE CAR SPECIALISTS. 
www.skylnsurance.CQ.uk - 03303 331 


INSURANCE 

1 ^ 





Great insurance 
deals 


Get Your Insurance 


Adrian Flux know how much you 
love your cor, that's why we ore 
dedicated to finding you a great 
policy tailored to your specific 
requirements and driving history. 
Coll us today for a free, no ^ 
obligation quote. jrM. 


ADRIAN 

FLUX 


I YEARS I 

Benefits available include: 

■ FREE Legal Cover ■ Limited Mileage Discounts 

■ Breakdown Cover ■ Modtflcattons Cover 

■ Agreed Value ■ Club Member Discounts 


0800 085 5000 

adrianflux.co.uk 


AuThoAAd and raguialad by m* fVKsndai Conduct Aumortry 
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3 SHELVING BAYS 





✓ Strong steel frame 
& chipboard decks 

✓ Money back guarantee. 

CondHfons apply see online 

✓ Bay Dimensions: 1780h x 900w x 450d mm 

✓ Box Dimensions: 260h x 3S0w x 4€0d mm, 30 litre capacity 





REQUEST YOUR 


pi4c« le 10 UK Ofiiy. piioed at tir^ 

to prv«u Vile iQHiw the ligtn to di»iD4 pfodijcts A 

09^ eiJpfed to vfilaUily 


0845Q 1 77 73S 

www.blgdug.co.ul(/megadeals 

LtofiB optri Mon^ Saii-Eptn. Ovn-Spm. Cda at A ninllpor^ iandlniB. i &0C. 

Cto 1^ 501 A Fior M torim Visit vww.bifidM&oaidi SjGDUG Lli Grwri Lotto 


tuiK = umfotmly Debuted Load. Cairlago (s per »et, ordorf of multiple sete will 
incur extrv carr1«oe Please phono for full details or po online. 


3 SHELVING BAYS 140 


+15 


PLASTIC 




40" 

DEUVERY 


PbsUcBInKH 


wmi nmy onler over £98* 

, OMile AE 19 etOnwelortar 

I *E)[dLJtes VAT & carriatB. TogIs tid 4 IftdLidsd. 


Code 

Descrtfrtkiit 

£x¥AT 

Cffu^rlcs 
Inc VAT 

Cwilage 

hcVAT 

Total Price 

Inc VAT 

■DIB 

aaors 

1 £S9a. 

niBM 

£2400 

£14200 

WMIP 

3 BflrS+ 15 B 0 XES 

Elaftw 

£166jo 

£3fij» 

£29200 









CONFERENCE CENTRE 


ENGINEEREDTOINSRIRE 


The award-winning Williams Conference Centre is a state of the art 
conferencing facility that never fails to impress 

Located at the home of leading Formula One team Williams in 
Grove, Oxfordshire, the Williams Conference Centre offers a secure 
environment in which to meet, inform, discuss, educate and celebrate 

Our 10 multi-purpose event rooms can accommodate up to 200 guests 
and afford excellent flexibility within modern and inspiring surroundings 


Our Ayrton Senna room 
is a fully equipped 
presentation theatre 
and the ideal venue 
for events that require 
maximum impact with 
professional production 

Our in-house AV 
Technician works 
with you to ensure a 
seamless presentation 
saving you both time 
and money 



WILLIAMS 

CONFERENCE CENTRE 
GROVE 

OXFORDSHIRE 
0X12 ODQ 


The Ayrton Senna 
room forms part of 
our Drivers Suite which, 
used in its entirety, can 
accommodate awards 
or celebrations for up 
to 200 guests with 
superb catering 

Be it formal Boardrooms, 
Cabaret, Classroom, 
Theatre or U-shape, 
our Centre offers total 
flexibility, with every 
event having its own 
private catering area 



Also including on-site 
secure car parking 
for 150 cars and 
complimentary Wi-Fi 
for all guests 

The Williams 
Conference Centre is 
the home of the Williams 
Grand Prix Collection, 
the largest private 
collection of Formula 
One cars in the world 
charting the history of 
the Williams FI Team 


% > 



A tour of The Collection 
is included in all events, 
with Public Tours 
available throughout 
the year 

Each season, the team 
hosts a number of 
Grand Prix Race Days 
at The Centre. A unique 
day out for Formula 
One enthusiasts and 
an ideal Corporate 
Hospitality opportunity 



T +44(0)1235 777 900 

CONFERENCES(g)WILLIAMSFl.COM 

WILLIAMSFlCONFERENCES.COM 

FACEBOOK.COM/WILLIAMSCONFERENCECENTRE 

(a)WILLIAMSFlCC 


WILLIAMS 


The luxury of one tyre for four seasons 



Vredestein Quatrac 5. The latest generation all-season tyre offers an 

OPTIMISED PERFORMANCE IN ALL WEATHER CONDITIONS. 3D GRIP CLAWS FOR PERFECT GRIP AND 
ACCELERATION ON SNOW AND ICE. ENHANCED STABILITY AND IMPROVED HANDLING ON DRY SURFACES. 

Extremely wear-resistant thanks to innovative Full Silica Compound. Green EU tyre label: 

BENEFITS PEOPLE, THE ENVIRONMENT AND YOUR WALLET! 


n#iise® 




VCEDESTEIN 


DESIGNED TO PROTECT YOU 





